

WORKING GROUP OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
OEA/Ser.G


ON THE STRATEGIC VISION OF THE OAS
GT/VEOEA-41/13


5 December 2013


Original:  English
REMARKS BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE
WORKING GROUP ON STRATEGIC VISION: HUMAN RIGHTS

Delivered on November 12, 2013

Remarks by the Permanent Mission of the United States to the Working Group on Strategic Vision: Human Rights

Delivered on November 12, 2013

Mr. Chairman, the United States appreciates and supports the efforts undertaken by the Inter American Human Rights Commission, the Court, and the Commission of Women (CIM) to promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all our region’s citizens.  We believe that these efforts reflect top priorities of most member states.  For this reason, we remain committed to ensuring their function and efficacy in the years to come.
Mr. Chairman, over the past six decades, we have witnessed remarkable gains in support of the rights enshrined in universal and Inter American instruments.  Still, there are those in our hemisphere who continue to be denied their human rights and fundamental freedoms.
This reality – as underscored in the regular reporting of the Human Rights Commission, the Court and the CIM - confirms the ongoing need for our Inter-American system to support multilateral cooperation and action to address human rights abuses.  At the same time, each country, the United States included, must carefully review its own performance.   

Mr. Chairman, with these observations in mind, I would like to reaffirm the strong support of the United States for the programmatic and operational efforts of the Human Rights Commission, the Court and the CIM.  This support has been matched by our continued funding of the activities and programs undertaken by each entity, through both the Regular Fund and through specific contributions.  

This includes support for the promotional work of the Human Rights Commission – including efforts regarding human rights defenders, freedom of expression, and the rights of LGBT persons – as well as efforts to enhance the effectiveness of its protection mechanisms.  

We value the Human Rights Commission’s renewed emphasis on friendly settlements – as a useful way to facilitate focused dialogue between states and petitioners – and the provision of enhanced clarity in the issuance of precautionary measures.  Consistent with its 2011-2015 Strategic Plan, I would also like recognize the ongoing focus of the Human Rights Commission to reduce its case backlog and modernize its information management system.  This is critical for allowing the Commission and Court to respond efficiently to the growing number of petitions and ensuring the continued credibility of the overall system.
Mr. Chairman, the Human Rights Commission, the Court, and the Inter American Institute of Human Rights play an invaluable role in terms of broadening access to our human rights system and providing technical training.  These are key elements in ensuring effective access to justice, and I would encourage enhanced cooperation among these entities.

The United States is strongly committed to deepening our own cooperation and engagement in this area, including enhanced emphasis in ensuring equitable participation in the Human Rights System by representatives from CARICOM and common law member states.  

We also believe that the work of the OAS on human rights would benefit significantly from enhanced dialogue and consultation among its supporters and donors, consistent with the commitment of all member states to strengthen the Human Rights System.  

Mr. Chairman, the major challenges of our time cannot be solved without the robust participation of women.  I would also like to address the efforts of the CIM.  We will not see favorable outcomes in poverty alleviation, economic growth, and a country’s general prosperity without investments in women.

The United States believes it essential that member states take into account the necessary budgetary needs of the CIM -- in order to effectively address the ongoing challenges women throughout our hemisphere continue to face.  Recent cuts in the CIM budget have restrained its capacity to move forward with the necessary urgency.

In the context of the CIM Strategic Plan, the United States believes that we should work together to harmonize CIM activities with those of the OAS. We strongly encourage more cross-sectoral partnerships, characterized by secretariats working together to influence policy, and the focused use of limited funds on areas of greatest concern.

Furthermore, as our mandate exercise continues and OAS goals and polices become clearer and more precise, we encourage the CIM to focus its activities on policy and practice -- specifically empowering women in democracy, as well as gender equity and equality.

Mr. Chairman, we welcome today’s review as part of our approach to crafting the OAS’ greater strategic vision.  We will continue working with our hemispheric partners -- and the Secretariat -- to find ways to best utilize resources to fulfill our common commitment to promote and protect human rights throughout the hemisphere. 
Questions and Comments for Further Discussion:

· How can member states further support efforts to implement the Human Rights Commission’s Strategic Plan, including through more regularized funding? 

· How can the Inter American Human Rights System work smarter and more efficiently with other entities, including foundations and bodies such as the Inter American Human Rights Institute, to ensure maximum impact of programming? 
· We applaud recent efforts taken by the Human Rights Commission in support the training of officials and experts from common law states.  How can the Commission and the Court, as well as the Inter American Human Rights Institute, coordinate better in this area?
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