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Thank you very much, Secretary Casas Zamora, for your presentation this morning.  Let me begin by underscoring that the United States remains a strong advocate and proponent of the democracy work undertaken by the OAS and its Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP).

This work is supported by Article 1 of the Democratic Charter, which states that “the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy, and our governments have an obligation to promote and defend it.”  This language is an affirmation of our region’s vision of democracy:  not just as a system of government, but as a responsibility of governments toward their citizens.  
The SAP provides essential support for us -- as governments -- in respecting and upholding Article 1: through the work of its electoral observation missions, technical cooperation, support for dialogue and conflict resolution, and the sharing of best practices.

As a result of these efforts, democratic progress is no longer the exception but the norm in the Americas.  Strengthened democratic institutions have broadened economic opportunity, widened space for civic expression and participation, reduced poverty, and helped meet the basic needs of citizens. 

This is a significant achievement and should be a source of pride for the OAS.  The United States remains committed to working with the SAP and member states on the challenges that still remain.

And so, Mr. Chairman, I would be remiss if I did not observe that there remains much to be done to fully translate the Democratic Charter’s vision –  as our organization’s guidepost for cooperation -- into common action.  This reflects the reality that the work of democracy is never done.  Indeed, when we stop working to perfect and protect it, democracy erodes.  
With this in mind, my delegation believes that SAP efforts in democratic strengthening should be clearly informed by the various recommendations approved by the Permanent Council in 2011 on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Democratic Charter.

We believe the OAS performs a much needed function in assisting member states deepen democratic practice and good governance.  In recent years, the SAP has strengthened its comparative advantage in the areas of electoral observation, crisis prevention, and good governance.  
Acting under the Democratic Charter, or in the spirit of the Charter, the OAS has helped - and is helping - many member states where democratic practices or institutions are challenged.  
For our part, and in keeping with the Democratic Charter, the United States has provided substantial resources to implement core SAP initiatives.  These include:

· electoral observation missions (EOMs) and technical electoral assistance, 
· conflict resolution efforts, including the Mission to Support the Peace Process (MAPP) in Colombia and the work of the Guatemala-Belize Adjacency Zone Office,

· civil registry modernization programming, especially in Haiti; and
· the expansion of access to public information, and implementation of good governance initiatives.

In the past two years, a record number of OAS electoral observation missions and Special Missions have been sent to the region, especially the Caribbean, which we welcome.
However, the electoral function of the OAS should not end with elections.  For this reason, we strongly support the SAP’s emphasis on developing and implementing a mechanism for tracking and supporting implementation of EOM recommendations.  This will entail close cooperation with other donors and interested member states.  We welcome further discussions on next steps.

Let me also highlight our support for another element in the presentation -- the issue of intra-OAS cooperation.   An effort to deepen and expand cooperation among the SAP and other OAS secretariats is very useful.  It can also enhance the standing of the OAS in the region, while building new linkages and the partnerships so important in today’s budgetary environment.  
Mr. Chairman, we welcome this review as part of crafting our greater strategic vision.  We will continue working with our hemispheric partners -- and the Secretariat -- to find ways to best utilize resources to fulfill our common commitment to the promotion and defense of democracy.
Questions and Comments for Further Discussion:
· We believe that the Secretariat could benefit from working closer with donor countries to publicize the good work that is being done by the SAP.  We would encourage the SAP to intensify its cooperation with donors through advanced notice of major project launches, for example.
· We also are interested in learning more about the proposal of the SAP to prioritize the modernization of local governments and legislatures.  What are the SAP’s plan to deepen cooperation among governors, mayors and legislators in the region?  
· Article 28 – the last article of the Inter-American Democratic Charter – is of high importance to the United States.  As I know well, it took the distinguished ambassador of El Salvador at the time – yes, a woman – to rectify the omission of the role of women in the Charter at almost the last hour.   How does the SAP address the issue of gender in its planning and programming?  The integration of a gender perspective into all OAS programming is for our collective benefit, not just for women.
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