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Let me begin by underscoring that the United States welcomes the regional efforts undertaken by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs to reduce corruption, promote good and open governance, and increase regional access to public information.  We believe that these are priority programs for the member states, and that the OAS can play a useful role in their implementation.

Mr. Chairman, President Obama has reinforced the United States’ partnership with the nations throughout the region to expand our common security and create safe, prosperous, and socially inclusive communities for the citizens of our hemisphere.  This approach, which is reinforced regionally by the OAS’ core pillars, is grounded in recognition of the critical importance of the rule of law, legitimate and effective institutions of governance, and our common aspirations for stable, secure and democratic societies.  

Mr. Chairman, in order to have stable communities, the rule of law must be deeply rooted in society.   This requires a fair, fully operational, transparent, and independent judicial system, where citizens can obtain redress of grievances.  It also requires a capable judiciary and well-trained prosecutors who are invested in bringing criminals to justice fairly, respecting the rights of the accused.

Efforts by the OAS to promote respect for the rule of law help to ensure effective regional legal systems, and provide a useful foundation for all other efforts of our Organization.  In recent years, the OAS has focused attention on efforts to assist member states in respecting and upholding their obligations through training, the provision of legal advisory services, and efforts to bolster regional cooperation on criminal justice.

These are important activities, and worthy of continued support.  It is very important as we craft the strategic vision of this institution, however, that  all activities of the OAS do not duplicate efforts of other international agencies, and that they produce results, respond to pressing needs, and are implemented in a cost effective manner.  

For our part, the United States is committed to working through the OAS and with other partners to help member states receive technical expertise on issues such as money laundering and cyber-crime-- so that they can develop programs and legislation to address country-specific needs.  We also recognize the value in educating and empowering the people that build rule of law and act as agents of social change—including civil society, investigators, police officers, prosecutors, judges and juries.

For this reason, we strongly support efforts focused on promoting implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, which are rooted in the sharing of best practices.  We know all too well that corruption and bribery are not only barriers to economic growth, trade and investment, and market integrity, but also weaken the entrepreneurial spirit that nurtures innovation, openness, and competitiveness.   And, in recognition of the positive work of the OAS in this area, we provided close to $500,000 to support MESICIC in FY 2012 to help further its progress.

Let me highlight our support for another element which has been addressed earlier in this Working Group -- the issue of intra-OAS cooperation.   An effort to deepen and expand cooperation among the Legal Affairs Secretariat and other OAS secretariats would be very useful.  This would serve to enhance the standing of the OAS in the region, while building new linkages and the partnerships so important in today’s budgetary environment.  
For example, close cooperation with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is essential on the issue of rule of law. Member States will be looking closely at the issue of how the OAS can better address the issue of transnational organized crime next year, an important component of which will be how the OAS can help to bolster rule of law and root out corruption and other societal problems that help strengthen criminal organizations. 
Mr. Chairman, we welcome this review as part of crafting our greater strategic vision.  We will continue working with our hemispheric partners -- and the Secretariat -- to find ways to best utilize resources to fulfill our common commitment to promote respect and adherence to the rule of law. 

Questions and Comments for Further Discussion:


· How can Legal Affairs better coordinate with other OAS bodies doing similar work to ensure maximum impact of programs?

· How we can further support efforts to promote implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and strengthen the MESICIC, including by 1) widening the donor base for the MESICIC and 2) following-up on the Plans of Action effort which the United States supported financially? 

· How are the topics and themes for the annual training of the Inter American Juridical Committee determined and finalized?  We would welcome the chance to provide input on this process, especially in terms of addressing common law concerns and interests.
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