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REMARKS BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO TO THE OAS
DURING THE MEETING OF DECEMBER 4, 2013
RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
I would like to thank the distinguished members of international organizations very much indeed for attending this meeting and sharing their views on the OAS as part of this dialogue aimed at defining a strategic vision for our Organization.
They undoubtedly know the OAS well and recognize its contributions and potential for serving the purposes of the countries of our Hemisphere.
It is a pleasure to hear you voicing ideas similar to those put forward by the delegations during this first phase of the dialogue.
· We have stressed the importance of the four pillars.
· We have recognized the integral nature of those pillars and the fact they are inextricably intertwined.
· We have said that they are mutually reinforcing, that one cannot exist without the others.
· That, consequently, the OAS must develop effective in-house mechanisms for coordination among those four pillars.
· Externally, it needs to tap synergies with other organizations and forge strategic partnerships with other partners.
We have reaffirmed the value-added contributed by the OAS, particularly in respect of its human rights system and its tools for strengthening democratic institutions.
We have also acknowledged this Organization's contribution to a hemispheric approach to security and related programs.
In the area of economic and social development, the OAS does a lot and we recognize all it does. However expectations run very high and the only way that has been proposed for closing the gap between expectations and results is to give up certain activities and programs, in other words, lower expectations.  We have not achieved consensus in that regard.  One alternative put forward is to strengthen cooperation, with the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank, especially; to coordinate more closely with the United Nations; and to develop strategic partnerships.  Ultimately, integral development is a task we all share and no one organization can propitiate it without the contributions of others.
The fact is:  human rights cannot be fully exercised without democracy and security, nor can there be integral development without human rights.  That much we have said.
What we have not said, although it is implicit, is that human rights and democracy– the two areas in which the results delivered by the OAS are most widely acknowledged and achieve the greatest impact and effect–are precisely the two areas of its work that the OAS performs single-handedly, with no more than its organizational structure, its instruments, and the regular and extrabudgetary funds that the member states and observers place at its disposal.
The entire global multilateral system is upheld by democratic principles.  And that system naturally includes the bases and conditions on which regional and international development banks are founded.  In the inter-American sphere, the OAS's efforts to shore up democracy and human rights are a core contribution on which other organizations rely in order to be able to fulfill their mandates.
Other organizations benefit from this work of the OAS, but we do not see any real reciprocity.  And we would like there to be such reciprocity.
In fact, the OAS is not getting something in return for such an important contribution and it is left practically to fend for itself in the tasks we assign it, above all when it comes to promoting economic and social development.
We are asking the OAS, as I mentioned earlier, to cooperate and collaborate more with the IDB and the WB, because we are clear in our minds that mutual cooperation is a sine qua non for achieving practical results for states.
The question is how to achieve it? 
We fully agree that it is important for the organizations to complement one another, to tap synergies, and we can also agree on issues to focus on.  Our agendas converge with regard to many of them.  However, we want to be realistic about the premises we rely on as we prepare our strategic vision.
We do not want to be unfair or naive, asking the OAS to achieve more than it can.  It would not be sensible to take as an indicator success in achieving objectives that do not depend on it alone.  So, I would like to hear some frank answers to the following questions, for example:
1. What successful mechanisms, applicable in the OAS, can you share with us regarding cooperation, coordination, and/or collaboration between the United Nations and international and regional financial institutions?
2. How do you estimate the real chances of such cooperation and coordination with the OAS materializing?  What can we do to bring it about in specific areas? What is up to the OAS to do and what needs to be done in your various organizations?
3. If we were to apply the criterion of each doing what it does best, what OAS programs or activities could more effectively done by your organizations?
4. What kinds of tools have your organizations applied for your own internal coordination of cross-cutting, interlinked, and/or mutually reinforcing programs?
5. What coordination tools do you use with the United Nations to work together smoothly, taking into consideration growing interdependence and horizontal integration between sectors?
6. How relevant is the OAS seen to be for the United Nations, compared with our peers in other parts of the world?
7. What do you think the United Nations, the IDB, the World Bank, and ECLAC would lose if the OAS ceased to do what it does in connection with democracy, human rights, security, and development?
8. Apart from ongoing collaboration, and without prejudice to examining in greater depth the potential for a tripartite OAS-ECLAC-IDB mechanism, how feasible do you think it would be to agree on a joint work agenda between the OAS and each of your organizations? 
Thank you very much.
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