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____________________________________________________________________________________
COMMENTS BY THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES REGARDING THE 

DRAFT RESOLUTION: “STRATEGIC VISION OF THE OAS”

General Comments on the Resolution

The United States supports the resolution’s goals which focus on approval of a draft vision statement and reaffirmation of the four pillars of the OAS (Operative Paragraphs 1-2).  

We support the proposal to take note of the draft strategic guidelines (annex A) and would also support a proposal to “take note” of the draft strategic objectives (annex B).   This position reflects our view that implementation of the strategic vision statement would be enhanced through further and continued discussion of these supplemental texts in the coming weeks, likely following the OAS General Assembly.  At the same time, we would welcome the views of civil society and other social actors on these texts.

We strongly support the effort proposed by the Chair of the Working Group to develop operational work plans and targets which will form the basis of the 2015-2016 budget of the OAS (Operative Paragraph 5).  This is fully consistent with ongoing efforts to develop a results-based budgeting process for the OAS.

With respect to mandate review by the Permanent Council, we strongly support the call for member states to engage in a prioritization setting exercise (Operative Paragraph 7).  This effort should utilize the final strategic vision statement, as well as the results of the mandate classification process, as core guiding documents.  We also believe that the operational work plans should reflect the outcomes of the mandate prioritization process.

The United States also supports the request for the Secretary General to present the management modernization plan as an outcome of the Special General Assembly on the budget in fall 2014.  However, we believe a clarification is needed -- indicating that this plan, which has already been endorsed by the OAS General Assembly, would reflect further input received from the OAS Secretariat and the Working Group on Strategic Vision.  

Comments on Preambular Paragraphs

PP2:  The United States joins Jamaica, Honduras and Canada in supporting the removal of the phrase “that is more sensitive and in touch with countries and peoples.” We would also support reformulated language calling for the OAS “to advance common values and opportunities within a 21st-century world.”

PP6: The United States proposes “considers the following criteria”, vice “established the following criteria.”

PP7:  The United States supports language reflecting the Working Group’s positive efforts to develop a new strategic vision for the OAS. 

Comments on the Draft Strategic Guidelines and Objectives

The United States is pleased to share the following general comments on the thematic pillars contained within the draft strategic guidelines and objectives:

· With respect to the proposed Objectives Background, we would welcome further discussion of the proposal (#4) to redefine the role of specific funds in project financing.  
· Within the Democracy Pillar, we welcome the proposal to enhance OAS focus on the implementation of recommendations resulting from OAS electoral observation missions (Objective #1).  We also would encourage a stronger focus on next steps for advancing the recommendations approved in 2011 regarding implementation of the Inter American Democratic Charter.  We welcome consideration of the OAS’ education in democratic values program as part of this discussion (addressed in Objective #1).  At the same time, we would propose text which recognizes the importance of “the full enjoyment and exercise of political and citizenship rights by women” (Guideline A).  
· Within the Human Rights Pillar, we welcome the current focus on ensuring the financial sustainability of the Inter American Human Rights System (IAHRS). We strongly support continued discussion of this important issue in the coming weeks and months.  We would propose revised language calling for the provision of “effective remedies” by member states, vice the proposed text calling on states to “ensure comprehensive reparation” (addressed within Guideline B).  This reflects our belief that efforts to support effective compliance with international human rights agreements and standards should be supported in a manner consistent with domestic law and applicable commitments of member states (addressed within Guideline B).  
· Within the Integral Development Pillar, we look forward to further discussions addressing how the OAS would "organize" regional entities and mechanisms of the Inter-American system and “restructure” existing organs/mechanisms under a single directorate (Objectives #2-3).  We also would encourage a reference, within both the guidelines and objectives, stressing the important role of Ministerials as facilitators for high-level policy dialogue on development issues.  
· Within the Multidimensional Security Pillar, we welcome the focus placed upon on the Declaration of Security in the Americas (DSA).  At the same time, we encourage greater emphasis on proposals to maintain and strengthen the capabilities and institutions of the Inter American Defense System.  With respect to the work of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS), we would propose language to “rationalize the SMS and its work” -- vice language calling for its restructuring (Objective #2).  We also propose that CIFTA, CICTE, CICAD and the IADB be asked to “contribute to the goals of the DSA” within the objectives annex (as currently proposed within the guidelines).  Within the same context, we propose that the reference to AMERIPOL (contained in Objective #3) be removed.  This reflects the fact that AMERIPOL is not addressed within the DSA and is currently the basis of a study requested by MISPA.  
Sub Working Group on Financial and Administrative Reform 

We welcome the proposal of the Chair of the Permanent Council to include financial and administrative reform issues within the agenda of the Strategic Vision Working Group.  With this in mind, the United States affirms its interest in participating in this sub working group.
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