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The United States Permanent Mission to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Medellín: “Youth and Democratic Values,” and has the pleasure to transmit, as requested, the proposals of the U.S. delegation for modifications to the Draft Declaration of Medellín (CP/doc.4259/08). 


The U.S. delegation also requests that these proposals be circulated to the other member state delegations so that they may be considered at the next meeting of the Working Group.

The Permanent Mission of the United States avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI the assurances of its highest esteem.

United States Permanent Mission


to the Organization of American States,



Washington, D.C., April 9, 2008
Declaration of Medellín

U.S. Proposed Edits to the Text

Note: Paragraphs are numbered based on the edits proposed during the April 4 meeting of the working group, as reflected in:  GTC/DEM-3/08 rev. 1 corr. 1
Paragraph 6:

That in the Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in April 1998, the Heads of State and Government committed to develop “democratic culture at all levels, in order to teach individuals ethical values, a spirit of cooperation and integrity. To that end, the participation of teachers, families, students and outreach workers will be stepped up in their work related to conceptualizing and implementing the plans for shaping citizens imbued with democratic values”; 

Paragraph 7:

That in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, in April 2001 the Heads of State and Government of the Americas committed to supporting and promoting lifelong learning by offering varied curricula based on the skills, knowledge, and civic and democratic values; 

Suggest New Paragraph 8:

That in the Consensus Document from the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the Community of Democracies, held in Bamako, Mali, in November 2007, the Heads of State and Government committed to promote and implement strategies, policies, programs and concrete measures designed to foster education for democracy, especially for youth and women, and resolved to increase support to civil society, especially to facilitate citizens’ engagement in the policy making process and in the provision of civic and democracy education.

Paragraph 9:

That the World Programme of Action for Youth adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in resolution A/RES/50/81 of December 14, 1995 established a series of guidelines for the implementation of effective and relevant policies for youth;

Paragraph 12:


That this year marks the XVI Anniversary of the Ibero-American Youth Organization and the XXIII Anniversary of the International Youth Year (IYY), declared as such by the United Nations, the XIII Anniversary of the United Nations World Programme of Action for Youth, as well as the X Anniversary of the OAS General Secretariat’s Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) and the Program for the Promotion of Democratic Leadership and Citizenship (PROLIDEM). (NOTE: Not all OAS member states are members of the Ibero American Youth Organization.)
Paragraph 16:


That the full exercise of democracy is closely tied in with integral development, the improvement of social conditions, and the eradication of poverty; democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and are mutually reinforcing and that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy. (Text from Art. 11, 12 of the Democratic Charter).
Paragraph 19:

1. That they relate, as a top priority, the youth of the Americas with Their commitment to promote the values set forth in the Democratic Charter of the OAS among the youth of the Americas, to ensure their political, social, and productive participation in the framework of a democratic citizenry, as a priority of the Organization.

Paragraph 20:

2. That they guarantee participation for Their commitment to urge young people conscious of their responsibility as citizens with to learn about their rights and duties as citizens and prepared to become involved in decisions that disseminate the promotion of democratic principles and values, in order to consolidate democracy in the Hemisphere and relations of mutual respect and fraternity among our peoples.

Paragraph 21:

3. That they pledge to guarantee protection of the fundamental human rights and fundamental freedoms of young people and to move ahead with promotion of their economic, social, and cultural rights, which are closely tied in with inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth with equity, and the consolidation of democracy. 

Paragraph 22:

4. That they reaffirm their commitment to promote formal and non-formal education in democratic values and practices in order to develop skills and abilities among the young population for life in a democracy and the full exercise of their human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Paragraph 23:

5. That they reaffirm that young people do not just benefit from public policies; they also play a part in formulating, implementing, and evaluating those policies, which makes them a key component for can contribute to the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals. 

Paragraph 25:

7. That they pledge to involve encourage young people to become involved in public affairs by offering incentives and guarantees for supporting their participation in community and civic consensus-building and decision-making bodies; for instance, in social work by volunteers, citizens’ electoral oversight teams, budget execution monitoring, and the formulation and implementation of public policies, including  those designed to protect the environment.

Paragraph 27:

9. 
That they reaffirm their commitment to continuing to improve the coverage and quality of education, both school and non-school formal and non-formal; to broadening access to higher education; supporting efforts to dissuade young people from dropping out of school; and boosting training and vocational programs, paying particular heed to the more vulnerable segments of the population, with a view to achieving their incorporation into the labor market and the full exercise of their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 

Paragraph 28:

10.  That they ratify reaffirm their pledge to eliminate any kind of discrimination against youth, for reasons on the basis of age, gender, disability, race, ethnic origin, religion, or cultural manifestation, and to promote the participation of young leaders from minority groups in the dynamics of development and democratic participation democratic process.

Paragraph 30:

12. That they will encourage youth participation in the political scenarios process and promote autonomous forms of organization encourage the creation of independent youth organizations that enable them, collectively and democratically, to voice their ideas and expectations vis-à-vis society.

Paragraph 31:

13. That to build free and responsible public opinion among young people, it is necessary to promote and defend their right to be well informed and to understand the variety of ways in which young people express themselves, in order to guarantee citizens’ individual freedoms, such as freedom of thought and expression and to support their access to information and uncensored political debate.  (NOTE: Text from the Declaration of Santo Domingo, June 5, 2006).
Suggest new Paragraph 32:


14.
Their resolve to develop and encourage strategies and best practices that enhance the possibility of every person to engage actively in the exchange of opinions, including political discourse, through the Internet or other technological communications media, guaranteeing freedom of investigation, of opinion, and of the expression and dissemination of ideas, as essential components of the knowledge-based society.  (Note: Text from the Declaration of Santo Domingo, June 5, 2006).
Paragraph 32:

14. That the vulnerability of young people to phenomena such as crime, drug addiction, teenage pregnancy, dropping out of school, unemployment, irregular forms of migration, and HIV/AIDS affects their ability to fulfill themselves and play their part their potential as active and productive citizens. That it is therefore imperative that member states pledge to enhance the quality and coverage of social services for young people, such as the establishment and consolidation of integral comprehensive prevention programs designed to improve the quality of life of young citizens and to promote healthy life styles.

Paragraph 33:

15. That, in addition to prevention, healthy leisure-time activities, and support for life style plans, it is important to emphasize rehabilitation and programs for integral reincorporation into society programs focusing on prevention, it is important to establish programs that provide and emphasize support, rehabilitation, and integration into society, while encouraging young people to make informed decisions and engage in healthy recreational activities.

Paragraph 34:

16. That they commit to promoting joint activities aimed at guaranteeing observance of the human rights of young migrants, especially those who find themselves subjected to unlawful discrimination and cruel or degrading treatment; encouraging the social and economic development of young people through regular forms of migration youth to migrate legally when seeking to improve their economic opportunities and their active participation in the societies to which they migrate to; and fostering initiatives that define as a crime and punish illegal to criminalize the smuggling of immigrants and trafficking in persons. 
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