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DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE SITUATION IN THE 
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

THE 29TH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:

RECOGNIZING that the Organization of American States (OAS) is an Organization of nations that share principles and values constructed collectively, to which Venezuela has contributed since the Organization’s inception;

REITERATING its commitment to the principles of rule of law, sovereignty, independence, non-interference and non-intervention as set forth in the Charter of the OAS, as well as to representative democracy which is essential to the stability, peace, and development of the countries of the Region;

REAFFIRMING that the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms are basic conditions for the existence of a democratic society;

EXPRESSING

Its friendship and solidarity with the Venezuelan people and its conviction that it is up to Venezuelans to find their own solutions to the current situation, with facilitation and support from the international community; 

Its deep concern regarding the political, economic, and social situation in Venezuela, in particular the increase in violence and polarization between the government and the opposition, as well as the grave implications for democracy and its institutions;

The urgent need to put in place a reinvigorated process of dialogue and negotiation, with the full participation of all political actors, based on the principle of good faith; 

CALLS FOR:

1. The immediate cessation of violence and hostilities committed by any of the parties;

2. Absolute respect for human rights, the rule of law, the separation of powers, and the constitutional processes of Venezuela, as well as other commitments, including the electoral calendar, as agreed by the opposition and the Venezuelan government in last year's National Dialogue process. 

3. Reconsideration of the convocation of the National Constituent Assembly as presently conceived; 

4. All parties to commit to reinvigoration of the process of dialogue and negotiation, leading to a comprehensive political agreement and concrete plans, with established timetables and guarantees, for the restoration of peace and stability, and to ensure the wellbeing of the nation; 

5. The Government of Venezuela to reconsider its decision to withdraw from the OAS.

DECLARES:

Its support for the Pope’s call “for the urgent implementation of measures destined to solve the severe crisis in the supply of food and medicines affecting the people” of Venezuela;
 and its willingness to offer help in meeting the serious challenges facing the country;

Its willingness to establish a group or other mechanism of facilitation to support a reinvigorated process of dialogue and negotiation between the government and opposition in order to contribute to the strengthening of the democratic order in Venezuela, and to accompany and promote the timely implementation of any commitments undertaken by the parties;
Its willingness to remain seized of the situation with due regard to the principles enunciated above.
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�.	As reflected in the letter to the Parties of the National Dialogue from Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State for His Holiness, dated December 1, 2016; and the Communique from the mediators of National Dialogue in Venezuela, dated December 6, 2016.


�.	As reflected Letter to the Parties of the National Dialogue from Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State for His Holiness, dated December 1, 2016.






