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THE TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

CONSIDERING:

The situation in Venezuela including: increasing violence and loss of life; a growing humanitarian crisis with regard to the availability of food and medicines generally; and a stand-off between the governing and opposition political parties,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

Statements unauthorized by the Permanent Council concerning the situation in Venezuela

INSTRUCTS:

That only the Permanent Council is authorized to make statements about the internal affairs of 
Member States unless it specifically delegates this authority.
DECLARES:
1. Its deep concern for the well-being of the people of Venezuela and for the political and economic stability of the country;
2. Its anxiety that all violence should cease immediately and that all parties should facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance by respected international bodies, such as the Red Cross, to communities throughout Venezuela in a non-partisan manner;
CALLS FOR:
1. A halt to the convocation of a National Constituent Assembly as presently conceived; an immediate return to normalcy in the conduct of political relations, including respect for, and enforcement of, the Rule of Law; the normal and constitutional functioning of the government and the National Assembly; liberation of political prisoners; and the roll-out of a calendar for elections;
2. All parties to return to a process of dialogue and negotiation with the objective of agreeing a resolution to the current conflicts and a concrete plan for the constitutional, political and economic progress of the nation;
3. Pledges by member states of the Organisation and other nations to provide such humanitarian assistance as may be needed;

REAFFIRMS


Friendship and solidarity with the people and state of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and in that spirit; 
OFFERS:

With the agreement of the government and the National Assembly of Venezuela to:
Establish a Contact Group to facilitate and mediate a new process of dialogue and negotiation between the parties in Venezuela.  The Group would include persons, from within and outside the region, who are acceptable to the government and the National Assembly.
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