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The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its cordial greetings to the Honorable Secretary General of the OAS with respect to the Twenty-Ninth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, scheduled to be held on May 31, 2017.

In this regard, the permanent missions of Peru, Canada, United States, Mexico, and Panama to the Organization of American States kindly request that the document entitled “Draft Declaration on the Situation in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela”, which was the result of a process of open dialogue, be recorded.  The complete list of cosponsors of that document will be submitted on Tuesday.
The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States would like to take this opportunity to assure the Honorable Secretary General of the OAS of its highest esteem.  
Washington D.C., May 26, 2017

To the Honorable Secretary General 

of the Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE SITUATION IN THE
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

(Presented by the Permanent Missions of Peru, Canada, United States, Mexico, and Panama, and co-sponsorship by Delegation of Costa Rica)
THE TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

REITERATING its commitment to representative democracy, which is essential for the stability, peace, and development of the region, as well as to the principles of non-intervention and solidarity, as set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS). 

REAFFIRMING that the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms is a basic condition for the existence of a democratic society.
RECOGNIZING that the OAS is an organization of nations that share principles and values constructed collectively to which Venezuela has contributed since the Organization’s inception, we invite Venezuela to reconsider its decision to withdraw from it. 

EXPRESSING: 
Its deep concern regarding the deterioration of the political, economic, and social situation in Venezuela, in particular the increase in violence and polarization between the government and the opposition, as well as the need to address the humanitarian situation in the country.
(Its concern regarding the interruption of the democratic order, and) (PAR), The urgent need to put in place a new process of dialogue and negotiation, with the full participation of all political actors, based on the principle of good faith, in order to establish concrete plans for the peaceful restoration of the democratic order as soon as possible. 

Its friendship and solidarity with the Venezuelan people and its conviction that it is up to the Venezuelans to find their own solutions to the current situation with facilitation and support from the international community, (as requested by the parties by mutual agreement). (AYB)

CALLS FOR:

1. The immediate cessation of violence and hostilities committed by any of the parties, especially those that could cause injury or loss of life.

2. Absolute respect for human rights and the rule of law.

3.  A halt to the convocation of a National Constituent Assembly as presently conceived.*

4. The cessation of arbitrary detention, respect for the due process of law, and the suspension of trials of civilians by military tribunals.*

5. The fulfilment of the commitments undertaken by the parties, made by the Working Groups during  the previous process of national dialogue, with regard to the liberation of political prisoners, respect for the constitutional powers, and the establishment of an electoral calendar with the presence of international independent electoral observers.*
6. All parties to commit to a new process of dialogue and negotiation leading to a comprehensive, political agreement with established timetables, concrete actions and guarantees to ensure its implementation for the well being of the nation.
7. The government of Venezuela to seek international humanitarian assistance
DECLARES:

The willingness of member states to offer their help in meeting the serious challenges facing Venezuela, including steps to provide humanitarian assistance, as may be requested, with support of organizations specialized in this area, and their readiness to establish a humanitarian support group for that purpose.

Its willingness to establish a group or other mechanism of facilitation to support a new process of dialogue and negotiation between the government and opposition in Venezuela, and to accompany and promote the timely implementation of the parties´ commitments.

Its intention to remain seized of the situation.

*In consultation by the delegation of TT
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