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May 30, 2017

His Excellency Nestor Mendez

Assistant Secretary General

and Secretary of the Meeting of Consultation of Foreign Ministers
Organization of American States

17" Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W

Washington, D.C 20006

Excellency,

29'h Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OAS, May 31, 2017

[ have the honour to address you in your capacity of Secretary of the Meeting of Consultation of
Foreign Affairs in order to seek the Secretariat’s assistance in circulating for the attention of
Member States of the Organization of American States, a consensus document agreed to by the
Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), on the text of
the draft Declaration on the Situation in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, to be considered
at the 29" Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OAS,.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Riyad Insanaﬂ(

Ambassador/Permanent Representative
Chairman of the CARICOM Caucus of Ambassadors

2490 TRACY PLACE, N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 20008
TEL: (202) 265-6900/1 « FAX: (202) 232-1297
EMAIL: GUYANAEMBASSYDC@VERIZON.NET




DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE SITUATION IN THE
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

THE TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

Reiterating its commitment to the principles of non-interference and of non-intervention as set forth in the Charter of the OAS, as well as to representative democracy which is essential to the stability, peace, and development of the Region. 

REAFFIRMING that the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms is a basic condition for the existence of a democratic society.
RECOGNIZING that the OAS is an organization of nations that share principles and values constructed collectively to which Venezuela has contributed since the Organization’s inception, including the principles of state sovereignty and independence, as enshrined in Article 3 of the Charter of the OAS
EXPRESSING: 

Its friendship and solidarity with the Venezuelan people and its conviction that it is up to the Venezuelans to find their own solutions to the current situation with facilitation and support from the international community.

Its deep concern regarding the political, economic, and social situation in Venezuela, in particular the increase in violence and polarization between the government and the opposition.
The urgent need to put in place a renewed process of dialogue and negotiation, with the full participation of all political actors, based on the principle of good faith.

CALLS FOR:

1. The immediate cessation of violence and hostilities committed by any of the parties, especially those that could cause injury or loss of life.
2. The establishment of concrete plans for the restoration of peace and stability as soon as possible.

3. Absolute respect for human rights, the rule of law and the constitutional processes of Venezuela.


4. All parties to commit to engage in a renewed dialogue and negotiation leading to a comprehensive, political agreement with established timetables, concrete actions and guarantees to ensure its implementation for the wellbeing of the nation.
5. The Government of Venezuela to reconsider its decision to withdraw from the OAS.

DECLARES:

The willingness of member states to offer their help in meeting the serious challenges facing Venezuela, as may be requested by the Government of Venezuela.  

Its willingness to establish a group or other mechanism of facilitation to support a renewed dialogue and negotiation between the government and opposition in Venezuela, and to accompany and promote the timely implementation of the parties´ commitments.

Its willingness to remain seized of the situation with due regard to the principles earlier enunciated
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