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Introduction


This report of the Permanent Secretariat relates to the activities and developments which have taken place during the period between the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, which was held in San Salvador, El Salvador during September 29-30, 2011, and the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  It includes a synopsis overview of the tourism industry in the Americas over the last decade; including the performance of key variables, a summary of the progress of implementation of resolutions and recommendations of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, and developments relating to the General Secretariat’s execution of tourism projects and activities.

Tourism Industry Overview


Global tourism continued its recovery in 2011 following the gains in 2010. International tourist arrivals reached 983 million in 2011, up from 940 million in 2010, representing a growth rate of 4.6% (Tourism Highlights 2012 Edition, UNWTO). Recent data from the UNWTO World Tourism Barometer’s  quarterly data for 2012 International tourist arrivals, showed a 5% growth  in the first four months of 2012, consolidating the growth trend that started in 2010. Total international arrivals are expected to reach one billion in 2012 for the first time (UNWTO World Tourism Barometer)

Figure 1
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Tourism in the Americas

Tourism has become one of the most promising engines for promoting sustainable development in the Americas and is pursued not just as an economic activity that generates income, employment and foreign exchange, but also for its potential to accomplish strategic objectives related to community development, cultural preservation and environmental stewardship. It is the principal driver of economic activity for many countries in the Americas, in particular the smaller countries in the Caribbean. Tourism represented about 11% of GDP in the Americas in 2010
. The direct contribution of the sector to GDP is as high as 20 percent in the Bahamas; and it accounts for nearly 29 percent of employment.

Tourism GDP
Travel and Tourism’s total contribution to GDP remained relatively stable or declined marginally over the last decade or so, depending on the sub-region. In the Caribbean which has been acknowledged as the most tourism dependent region in the world, the total contribution of travel and tourism to GDP declined by almost a full percentage point from 14.8 percent to 13.9 percent  For Latin America (Central and South America combined) the sector’s direct contribution the GDP was relatively unchanged at 8.5 percent

Table 1

	Travel & Tourism Total Contribution to GDP

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Caribbean
	14.8
	14.4
	14.7
	15
	15.3
	15.1
	14.5
	14.7
	14.2
	13.5
	14
	13.9

	Latin America
	8.6
	8.8
	9.4
	9.7
	9.8
	9.8
	9.8
	9.2
	8.7
	9
	8.5
	8.5

	North America
	9.3
	8.9
	8.5
	8.5
	8.8
	8.7
	8.7
	8.8
	8.9
	8.3
	8.4
	8.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source: UNWTO, UNSTATS and WTTC
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Tourism Arrivals – Americas
Total tourism arrivals in the Americas grew by nearly 22 per cent over the last eleven years (2000- 2011) from 128.2 million in 2000 to 156 million in 2011. In Central America the growth was the most rapid with the sub-region nearly doubling its arrivals from 4.3 million in 2000 to 8.3 million in 2011.  South America also saw its arrivals expand substantially growing by 68 percent over the period.
Table 2
	Tourism Arrivals - Americas

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	North America
	91.5
	86
	83
	77
	85
	89.9
	90.7
	95.3
	97.7
	92.2
	98.2
	101

	Caribbean
	17.1
	17
	16
	17
	18
	18.8
	19.4
	19.5
	20.1
	19.5
	20.1
	20.9

	Central America
	4.3
	4
	5
	5
	6
	6.3
	7
	7.8
	8.2
	7.6
	7.9
	8.3

	South America
	15.3
	14
	13
	14
	16
	18.3
	18.9
	19.9
	21.8
	21.3
	23.5
	25.8

	Total Americas
	128.2
	121
	117
	113
	125
	133.3
	136
	142.5
	147.8
	140.6
	149.7
	156


Source: UNWTO, UNSTATS and WTTC
Table 3
	% Change Tourism Arrivals - Americas

	
	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	North America
	
	-6%
	-3%
	-7%
	10%
	6%
	1%
	5%
	3%
	-6%
	7%
	3%

	Caribbean
	
	-1%
	-6%
	6%
	6%
	4%
	3%
	1%
	3%
	-3%
	3%
	4%

	Central America
	
	-7%
	25%
	0%
	20%
	5%
	11%
	11%
	5%
	-7%
	4%
	5%

	South America
	
	-8%
	-7%
	8%
	14%
	14%
	3%
	5%
	10%
	-2%
	10%
	10%


Source: UNWTO, UNSTATS and WTTC.
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While North America still accounts for the largest share of tourism arrivals in the Americas, and Central America the smallest percentage the data reveal significant changes across the sub regions over the last decade. The share of tourism arrivals in North America has declined from 71.4 percent in 2000 to 64.7 percent in 2011. The Caribbean, which accounted for the second largest share of arrivals or 13.3 percent in 2000, has maintained its percentage share in 2011. The region has however been replaced by South America in accounting for the second largest share of arrivals in the Americas in 2011 with 16.5 per cent.
Figure 3
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Tourism Receipts – Americas 
During the last decade tourism receipts by sub-region continued to expand. In Central America total Tourism receipts more than doubled to $7.2b and almost doubled in South America to $22.9b. In the Caribbean and North America tourism revenues grew by 46 per cent and 43.5 percent respectively between 2000 and 2011.
Table 4
	Tourism Receipts - Americas

	Billions USD
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	North America
	101
	91.5
	 n/a
	 n/a
	98.2
	107
	112.4
	125.1
	138.5
	119.2
	131.2
	144.9

	Caribbean
	16.8
	16.9
	 n/a
	 n/a
	19.2
	20.7
	21.7
	22.6
	23.8
	22.6
	23.6
	24.5

	Central America
	3.1
	3.2
	 n/a
	 n/a
	3.9
	4.6
	5.5
	6.3
	6.8
	6.1
	6.8
	7.2

	South America
	11.8
	11
	 n/a
	 n/a
	10.9
	13
	14.4
	17.2
	19.3
	18.3
	20.6
	22.9

	Total Americas
	132.7
	122.6
	n/a
	n/a
	132.2
	145.3
	154
	171.2
	188.4
	166.2
	182.2
	199.5


Source: UNWTO, UNSTATS and WTTC

Figure 4
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Over the last decade North America continued to account for the largest percentage of the region’s tourism receipts. The share of these receipts however declined from 76.1 per cent in 2000 to 72.6 per cent in 2011. The Caribbean’s share of total receipts remained relatively unchanged at 12.3 percent However, Central America and South America both increased their share of total receipts accounting for the decline in the share of receipts from North America.
Figure 5
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Figure 6
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General Secretariat Tourism Activities

The Office of Tourism has accumulated considerable experience and provides with great efficiency and cost effectiveness, technical cooperation to OAS member countries in the area of tourism.  Moreover, the Office has attained a relative comparative advantage in the delivery of technical assistance to member states, particularly in relation to micro, small and medium enterprises in the industry.

The Office continues to focus on the fulfillment of the mandates, resolutions and recommendations emanating from the various forums and organs of the OAS.

The Office operates under The Executive Order (No. 08-01 Rev. 3 Annex D) of the OAS General Secretariat which established the role and functions of the Tourism Program along the following directives: 
· Support member states in their efforts to develop the tourism sector, particularly in relation to strategy design and implementation, with emphasis on quality, marketing, partnership, and the creation of an environment conducive to the growth of the tourism industry, especially for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises. 

· Support the instruction and training of human resources, both public and private, and encourage the use of information and communications technologies for development of the tourism industry. 

· Assist member states in promoting sustainable tourism development and the relationship between tourism and other economic sectors, particularly through dialogue between the public and private sectors. 

· In coordination with other dependencies of the General Secretariat, assist member states, especially the smaller economies, in their efforts to reduce the impact of natural and man-made disasters, in particular by developing preparation and recovery mechanisms for disasters that affect tourism infrastructure and mechanisms to protect the security of visitors. 

· Provide technical secretariat services to the Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, which is the principal forum for formulating hemispheric tourism policy. 

· Work with international, regional, and sub-regional bodies and with nongovernmental organizations, the private sector and the academia, in the tourism area. 

Limited human and financial resources available to the Office have however constrained its capacity to fully execute its directives. Tourism activities at the General Secretariat are carried out through the Office of Tourism which has a staff complement of 3; two staff positions and one (1) CPR, supported by one (1) intern.

This reality imposes on the OAS the necessity to actively seek new collaborative partnerships with the public and private sector in order to ensure the organization remains pertinent and capable of supporting the sustainable development of tourism in the Americas.

Mandates

AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05) XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS (Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005) Fort-Lauderdale, Florida, taking into account “The contributions of small tourism enterprises to the generation of employment and their growing economic and social importance, particularly in the smaller economies of the Hemisphere; and The impact that the application of Internet and information and communication technology services is having on the development of small tourism enterprises in areas such as training, marketing, and banking”

AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06) STRATEGIC PLAN FOR PARTNERSHIP FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 2006-2009 (Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 6, 2006). The principal goal of this Strategic Plan is to support member states in their efforts to reduce poverty and inequity, to provide equality of opportunities, and to eradicate extreme poverty through capacity-building of human resources and strengthening of institutions.

AG/RES. 2212 (XXXVI-O/06) FOSTERING THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM (Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 6, 2006) Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Recognized inter alia “the significant contribution of the tourism sector to the economies of several member states, the important role tourism plays in the creation of employment, entrepreneurship opportunities, and the development of small businesses, as well as its multiplier effect and excellent potential for long-term growth”

AG/RES. 2591 (XL-O/10) THE IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM COOPERATION IN THE AMERICAS1/ (Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 8, 2010) Lima, Peru, Recognized inter alia “The significant contribution of the tourism sector to the economies of the member states, the important role tourism plays in poverty reduction, the creation of employment, rest, recreation, entrepreneurship opportunities, and the development of micro, small, and medium enterprises, as well as its multiplier effect and excellent potential for long-term growth”

AG/RES. 2639 (XLI-O/11) ADAPTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESSES TO THE CIDI FRAMEWORK AND HOLDING OF THE XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS (Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2011)San Salvador, El Salvador, Recognizing “The importance of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI for the promotion of tourism cooperation programs that provide technical assistance to support the business development, to improve domestic tourism, and to stimulate entrepreneurial development of the micro, small, and medium size enterprises in the hospitality and tourism sectors, and includes, inter alia, education and capacity building components intended to encourage people to participate in activities connected with sustainable tourism development, as well as in those designed to improve tourism development overall and heritage conservation”

AG/RES. 2743 (XLII-O/12) REPORT OF THE XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS AND HOLDING OF THE TWENTIETH INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM (Adopted at the second plenary session, held on June 4, 2012), Cochabamba, Bolivia. Adopted the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) (CIDI/doc. 5/12), and instructed the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to support the first CITUR meeting programmed for July 30 and 31, 2012, in order to put the decisions of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress into effect and prepare the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  
PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Since the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress the Office participated in various activities and projects under its mandates to support member states in the region.  
CARIBBEAN

Small Tourism Enterprises Network (STEN) 

I. Background 

The Small Tourism Enterprises Network (STEN) was designed as a unified network that integrates public, private and community sector strategies to provide strategic support to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in the tourism industry in the Caribbean. STEN seeks to contribute to enhanced marketability and viability of small tourism enterprises in the Caribbean through delivery of a self-sustaining mechanism that addresses the need for increased market access, more effective promotion/communication between the tourism MSMEs and the target market, and facilitates the packaging of ‘tourism experiences.  

Results October 2011-August 2012;

· The Caribbean-Experiences portal is being improved to develop and integrate a fully functional Central Reservation System and blogs sphere to the Caribbean Experience website; integrate a user-generated blog on the existing Caribbean Experiences website; and integrate social media tools into webpage with recommendations for use.

· The Brands and Standards workbook was updated for the STEP certified properties which act as social criterion to STEP standards, also promoting Corporate Social Responsibility as part of the Caribbean Experiences brand and the STEP Program.

· In July 2012, the OAS organized in conjunction with the Antigua and Barbuda tourism Authority a Caribbean Small Hotel Forum in St. Johns Antigua which brought together owners and manager of small properties from 13 countries and Ministry of Tourism officials with responsibility for small hotels. 
Upcoming Activities;

· Incorporating a Central Reservation system and blog sphere to Caribbean Experiences Website. A CRS (booking engine) will be added to the existing Caribbean Experiences website. This will allow guests to book directly with the small property of their choice. Thus allowing more effective market access from the target client group to the small hotel.

· Host webinars to train the MSME owners/operators and other tourism stakeholders on the new Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools. 

· Conduct outreach to identify and establish STEN Management Group. 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA

Integral Tourism Strategies for Local Governments Course (2010-2012)
I. Background 
The Integral Tourism Strategies Course comprises an introduction to Integral Tourism Development for municipalities and local governments. The course targets public servants who perform administration, management and planning duties within their institutions and want to promote community development, placing emphasis on tourism resources. The course also targets local actors and service providers interested in having a shared vision of tourism development, who understand the importance of implementing joint strategies for developing the local tourism sector. Participants will be taught strategies for a more integrated and community focused approach to tourism development, including basic features of a sustainable municipal management strategy; understanding the role of the Municipality and the Community; exploring opportunities to be developed in partnership with private tourism investment; and recognizing location, as well as natural and cultural assets, to develop new tourism products.   The course is being delivered online as part of the partnership between the Office of Tourism and the Department of State Modernization and Governability under the umbrella of the CAPACINET project, and will comprise the following modules:
· Module 1. Local Tourism: Characteristics and impacts 

· Module 2. Legal and Institutional Framework 

· Module 3. Local government in the development of an integral tourism strategy 

· Module 4. Development of a Local Tourism Program 

· Module 5. Marketing of Tourist sites 

· Module 6. Evaluation and presentation of the final project 

Results October 2011-August 2012:
· Successfully trained 107 public officials of the Americas through fourth and fifth editions.
Upcoming Activities

· The sixth edition is scheduled to begin in September 2012.
Capacity Building and Training of Human Resources for Micro, Small and Medium Tourism Enterprises in Central America 

I.    Background 

The Capacity Building and Training of Human Resources for Micro, Small and Medium Tourism Enterprises in Central America project seeks to establish a sustainable mechanism to meet the training needs of human resources in the sector small tourism businesses through direct delivery of training programs that combine traditional and virtual methods. Training is targeted to owners and operators of small tourism businesses, many of whom have not had a formal education and training in the field tourism. The Central American Secretariat for Tourism Integration (SITCA) member of the Central American Integration System (SICA) has been engaged to provide technical support to this initiative. SITCA will provide training to the target tourism personnel to promote employee motivation, and will also produce an innovative and comprehensive system for ongoing professional development specific to the needs of the small tourism enterprise sector.   

Results October 2011-August 2012:
· Trainings were  conducted by the Central American Tourism Integration Secretariat (SITCA) and supported by the National Administration of Tourism and tourism chambers of six Central American countries.
· 101 workshops trained more than 3.000 SME’s in tourism culture in Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Panama.

· The closing workshop was held in San Salvador, El Salvador, on December 5th 2011.
Technical Assistance to Small Hotels in Central America

I. Background

The Technical Assistance for Small Hotels in Central America project was initiated in 2002 to facilitate the delivery of training and technical assistance to small tourism enterprises in Central-America beginning with the small hotels. The first phase entailed a detailed needs analysis of the sector and delivered education and training in a variety of skills areas necessary to facilitate a sustainable and vibrant small tourism enterprise sector. The second phase focused on training in technology adoption and website development. 
Two web portals were created to support this initiative. The Pequeños Hoteles Centroamérica web portal www.pequenoshoteles.comis a marketing tool for the destinations and small hotels, and offers travelers a site to search and book directly with the various STEP recognized properties, while also featuring details of top attractions in each of the participating countries. Tools and resources for training and capacity building are offered through an online information and resources portal www.paph-oea.com. This web portal hosts articles and do-it-yourself toolkits on operations and facilities management; service quality improvement and responsible tourism practices including the environment, to assist the hoteliers improve their competitiveness in all aspects of daily operations.  .  Under this project the National Associations of Small Hotels were created in each participating country and the Central American Small Hotel Federation was created

Results October 2011-August 2012:
· The OAS Office supported the organization of the Tenth Central American Small Hotel Forum in Guatemala in June, 2012

Upcoming Activities;

· The Eleventh Central American Small Hotel Forum in 2012, 
Technical Assistance to Small Hotels in the Andean Region 
I. Background 
The Small Tourism Enterprise Project (STEP) was launched in the Andean countries in South America in 2008 as the Technical Assistance to Small Hotels in the Andean Region initiative, and incorporates best practices learnt from tourism development and implementation of the STEP project in the Caribbean and Central America to destinations in South America.  This initiative was designed as a four (4) year project to boost the development of tourism in South America and deliver training and technical assistance to small hotels and other small tourism enterprises in the sub-region. Activities have focused on providing concrete participative and personalized support to the small tourism enterprises and hotels in the sub-region; providing technical training programs (onsite and online) to enhance their competiveness; and establishing mechanisms to develop, validate and adopt standards and certification for the small tourism enterprises and hotels.  

Results October 2011-August 2012:
· This program has garnered approximately 300 participants.

· The http://www.visitandeanhotels.com/ portal was created

· 30 hotels are using a virtual platform to connect the properties to the distribution channels, provided by the project. 

· First Andean Forum for Small Hotels in Colombia, November 10-11, 2011

· The Andean Small Hotel Federation is in the process for being created
Tourism Security Capacity Building Program Inter-American Committee against Terrorism 

Secretariat of Multidimensional Security Organization of American States (CICTE/SMS/OAS)

 

I. Background

Executed in collaboration with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, this project seeks to contribute to the prevention of crime in the tourism industry by enhancing the capacity of law enforcement security officers (particularly the tourism police) and the private sector security managers and promoting public/private partnership for the protection of tourism and recreational facilities. The 2-Day workshops and 5-Day courses with a panel of regional experts are tailored to the specific needs and realities of the beneficiary tourist destinations in consultation with local stakeholders. The training curricula includes: security in the tourism industry, emergency crisis management, communications, hotel/facility security, threat analysis, security surveys and assessments, natural disasters and tourists health issues. Training activities have been executed in Mexico, Central American and the Caribbean countries to promote secure tourist destinations that support the economy and prosperity of the OAS Member States. The OAS Department of Tourism has been a key partner to SMS/CICTE in the promotion and execution of these activities.  

Results October 2011-August 2012:
· Workshops and training courses were held in Bahamas (Nov, 2011), Playa del Carmen, Mexico (July-August 2012).  

Upcoming Activities:

· Puebla, Mexico, September 2012.

· Jamaica, October 2012

· San salvador, El Salvador, November 2012
Other

· Tourism Competitiveness: Planning and Development of tourism products; co-organized with the Secretary of Tourism in México and the Themis Foundation of the UN World Tourism Organization.  This course was a starting point to prepare a project on tourism indicators to be presented to FEMCIDI.

In conjunction with the Department of Sustainable Development and Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (RIMD) a Virtual Forum: American Dialogue on Climate Change and Natural Disasters in the Tourism Activity.
SCHOLARSHIPS PROGRAM

The General Secretariat, through the Department of Human Development Education and Culture has a robust scholarships program supporting professional development in many aspects of tourism development. The Office of Tourism collaborates with this department in the selection of courses offered and screening of candidates. Table 4 below provides a list of the selected tourism related professional development courses from October, 2011, to August, 2012. It includes the number of scholarships that were awarded for participation in these courses, the year that the scholarships were awarded, the tile/name of the courses, the offering intuitions, the countries of study and the language of instruction. 

The Department of Human Development Education and Culture’s current call for professional development course proposals for participation in courses that will take place in 2013 is now open and closes on Aug. 31, 2012. The link to their website with more info and how to submit a proposal can be found at: https://www.oas.org/fms/Invitation.aspx?id=13&Lang=eng&Type=3 

	Year
	Course Name
	# of Scholar-ship Awards
	Offering Institution (O.I)
	Country of Study
	Language of Instruction

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2012
	Diplomado en Gestión del Turismo Sostenible.  Online.  05/14/2010 - 12/16/2010
	20
	Fondo Verde
	Perú
	Spanish

	2012
	Diplomado Internacional en Ecoturismo Online.  04/21/2012 - 12/23/2012
	20
	Fondo Verde
	Perú
	Spanish

	2012
	Curso de Postgrado de Alta Dirección en Turismo Rural Online. 9/2012
	
	Facultad de Agronomía, Universidade Buenos Aires
	Online
	Spanish


 

EXTERNAL

OAS-CTO-Government of Barbados Tripartite Agreement

The General Secretariat in January 2009 renewed its cooperation agreement with the Caribbean Tourism Organization to cover the period 2009-2012. The original agreement dates back to 1976 and is defined as an agreement between the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO), the Government of Barbados (GOV) and the  OAS for the provision of specific services of technical co-operation for the strengthening of CTO.  Through this agreement The OAS, through the Office of Tourism continues its commitment to the promotion of regional cooperation, in sharing the best practices in the tourism industry and the opening of opportunities for collaboration between the private and public sectors. Recent initiatives covered under the agreement include (i) a tourism economic performance assessment for the Caribbean region, (ii) a Hospitality Assured project which promotes service and business excellence in tourism/hospitality businesses across the Caribbean, using the “Hospitality Assured” framework and (iii) a project to improve data gathering for decision-making in the tourism industry in the Caribbean and (iv) a Certificate Tour Guide Training Program for the Caribbean Region and (v) a Culinary Tourism project which seeks to develop an understanding of the existing culinary tourism product and its potential for growth and to contribute to the enhancement and marketing of culinary tourism products through recommended regional and national level strategies and guidelines in the Caribbean.
	IMPLEMENTATION OF DECLARATIONS OF THE XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS

	DECLARATIONS SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR

CIDI/TUR-XIX/RP/doc.3/11 rev. 3
	 

	 
	 
	The General Secretariat Activities
	Results Achieved

	1.  WELCOME the decision of the General Assembly [AG/RES.2639 (XLI-O/11)], held in San Salvador, El Salvador, to make the Inter-American Travel Congress a sectoral part of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and create the Inter-American Committee on Tourism; [AGREED on 06.23.11]
2. REQUEST in drafting the rules of procedures of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) gives consideration to the importance of including a mechanism of dialogue with all the stakeholders in order to become acquainted with their needs and facilitate the  expansion and enhancement of the touristic services. [AGREED on 06.23.11]

	 
	The Inter-American Committee on Tourism was established 
	Member States approved the rules of procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism.  The body held its first regular meeting August 23-24, 2012 in Washington DC. 

	               3. Proposal for the creation of a hemispheric tourism fund to support communities in extreme poverty (proposal submitted by the delegation of El Salvador)
	 
	The Hemispheric Tourism Fund Statue was drafted by the Secretariat, has been discussed, but was not approved.  A revised draft statute as well as guidelines for operation of the fund were prepared by the General Secretariat. 
	Recommendations in relation to Draft Statute of the Tourism Hemispheric Found and Adoption of Guidelines have been presented to the XX Congress .
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