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Lima, Peru
DECLARATION OF LIMA ON 
COMMUNITY-BASED RURAL TOURISM IN THE AMERICAS
(Adopted at the eighth plenary session held on September 4, 2015
and reviewed by the Style Committee)

WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Lima, Peru, on September 3 and 4, 2015, for the Twenty-third Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism,
CONSIDERING that the Twenty-third Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism, “Community-based Rural Tourism: Agenda for More Competitive and Sustainable Development,” is an opportunity to build on the results of the most recent congresses by promoting tourism as a tool for development in the Americas;
/
RECOGNIZING that the scope of community-based rural tourism, as a still-evolving concept, holistically encompasses two spheres of action, directly linking the rural environment and/or community-based management, as defined in the domestic laws of each country;
EMPHASIZING that community-based rural tourism has evolved over recent decades and adapted to the new requirements of tourists and that it is necessary to continue fostering the exchange of good practices and the development of common strategies in the Hemisphere in this area;
STRESSING that the development of community-based rural tourism is an opportunity to promote social inclusion and sustainable development in the Americas and, therefore, that regional cooperation is key to driving growth and enhancing the benefits for local communities;
CONSIDERING that competitiveness and sustainability in community-based rural tourism contribute to development with social inclusion;
BEARING IN MIND that the rural component of community-based tourism presents challenges in terms of basic infrastructure development;
UNDERSCORING the importance of developing innovative solutions by which to highlight community-based rural tourism initiatives, drawing on new technologies, the use of social media, product research and development, and forms of management models;
STRESSING that community-based rural tourism is part of a productive value chain, it is important to generate multisectoral agendas so as to strengthen ties with other sectors in order to maximize the inclusive, fair, and equitable economic development of this activity;
CONSIDERING that public-private partnerships and social enterprises, among other innovative approaches, are tools to facilitate the planning of, investment in, and operations of community-based rural tourism and, therefore, to foster development with social inclusion in the communities involved;
UNDERSCORING that, because community-based rural tourism is based largely on the efforts of small local entrepreneurs, it is important to have a regulatory framework that allows development of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as cooperatives and other units of production;
RECOGNIZING the importance of having mechanisms that protect and preserve the values, traditions, and lifestyles of ethnic groups, indigenous peoples, people of African descent, local communities, and groups in vulnerable situations, and of enhancing their empowerment through training for decision-making on community-based rural tourism enterprises;
CONSIDERING that community-based rural tourism facilitates closer ties between the tourist and the communities involved;
RECOGNIZING the need for public and private actors jointly to develop promotion and marketing strategies for community-based rural tourism initiatives;
TAKING NOTE with interest of the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism adopted at the thirteenth session of the General Assembly of the World Tourism Organization, which outlines principles to guide tourism development and to serve as a frame of reference for the different stakeholders in the tourism sector, with the objective of minimizing the negative impact of tourism on the environment and on cultural heritage while maximizing the benefits of tourism in promoting sustainable development and poverty alleviation as well as understanding among nations;

EMPHASIZING the importance of having a system to measure the economic, sociocultural, and environmental impacts that affect community-based rural tourism, bearing in mind the particular need to minimize any adverse effects on cultural and natural heritage;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that tourism security is a fundamental component of tourism development and that, as defined by the World Tourism Organization (WTO), it encompasses “the protection of the life, health and physical, psychological and economic integrity of travelers, tourism staff and people constituting host communities”;
REITERATING that the previous inter-American congresses of ministers and high-level authorities of tourism have recognized the importance of tourism to regional development, especially to the progress of indigenous peoples, communities of African descent, and groups in vulnerable situations, as well as encouraging local, national, and regional efforts to improve and promote communities’ tourist attractions and community-based tourism operations;
RECALLING that the Declaration of Bridgetown on Tourism Competitiveness and Sustainability in the Americas instructed the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR), with support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to develop a medium-term strategy to enhance tourism cooperation and competitiveness in the Americas;
RECOGNIZING that the Hemispheric Tourism Fund (HTF) is a mechanism that finances cooperation and could, based on its Statute, foster community-based rural tourism in the Americas;
CONSIDERING the recommendations of the CITUR officers and the Troika for streamlining the process of selection and approval of projects submitted under the HTF; and
RECOGNIZING the progress made by member states and SEDI since the Twenty-second Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism under the Sustainable Destinations Alliance for the Americas initiative; the efforts of the Caribbean Cultural Heritage project; the support provided to micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises by the Small Tourism Enterprise Network ; and the development of the Draft Medium-term Strategy to Enhance Tourism Cooperation and Competitiveness in the Americas,
WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM OF THE MEMBER STATES:
1. Recognize the importance of advancing community-based rural tourism in the Americas to combat extreme poverty, promote economic growth with social inclusion through a propitious competitive environment and government strategies that facilitate community enterprises and innovation, as well as the need to develop systems for monitoring and measuring success, develop competitive enterprises, and have in place guidelines to ensure responsible sustainable tourism.
2. Recognize that tourism sustainability and competitiveness promote development with social inclusion in rural communities, as well as in other populations that inhabit areas with tourism potential. In that regard, we believe it important that member states:
a. Promote a favorable environment for community-based rural tourism through public policies and other intersectoral strategies that foster competitiveness and sustainability in community-based rural tourism enterprises;

b. Protect the cultural identity and dignity of ethnic groups, indigenous peoples, people of African descent, local communities, and groups in vulnerable situations that participate in community-based rural tourism by providing them with tools for empowerment through training in decision-making;
c. Develop mechanisms and policies to protect and preserve cultural and natural heritage;
d. Promote the strengthening of policies and actions among member states to ensure that tourism is not used for human trafficking in any of its forms, especially sexual exploitation of minors;
e. Foster the development of the necessary infrastructure and investments in enterprises, within a regional cooperation framework that focuses on the exchange and generation of expertise and on market access;
f. Encourage the participation of the private sector, academia, civil society, and other social actors in providing inputs for policy dialogue on tourism in the region;
g. Promote public-private partnerships and the development of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, cooperatives, and other production units in community-based rural tourism, bearing in mind the particular social and economic characteristics of rural communities and other populations that inhabit areas with tourism potential; and
h. Promote the development of tools and/or methods for accurately assessing and comparing the economic, sociocultural, and environmental impacts of community-based rural tourism.
3. Instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to identify, when so requested by member states, concrete measures to foster community-based rural tourism as a tool to contribute to ongoing efforts in the Hemisphere with respect to social inclusion and sustainable development.
4. Adopt the Medium-term Strategy to Enhance Tourism Cooperation and Competitiveness in the Americas presented by the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) and the Troika.
5. Thank the member states that have contributed to the first and second programming cycles of the Hemispheric Tourism Fund (HTF) and invite those that have not yet done so to make their voluntary contributions.
6. Decide that the HTF’s third programming cycle shall finance, in accordance with its Statute, inter alia, initiatives that support community-based rural tourism, in order to promote tourism development in communities in extreme poverty that have tourism potential in their vicinity but cannot fully achieve development.
7. Request that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) consider the pertinence of amending the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the HTF based on the recommendations of the CITUR officers and the Troika, with a view to streamlining the process of selection and approval of projects submitted under this Fund.
8. Instruct SEDI to:

a. Continue supporting the initiatives of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, of cooperatives, and of other production units in the Americas, especially in the area of community-based rural tourism, through programs oriented toward instruction, installing capacity, and institution-building under the Small Tourism Enterprise Network project;
b. Assess the feasibility of establishing a community-based rural tourism network in the Americas that fosters, inter alia, the transfer of knowhow, training opportunities, cooperation, and technical assistance, and to submit its conclusions to CIDI by the end of 2015 for its consideration and approval;
c. Contribute to strengthening the Sustainable Destinations Alliance for the Americas initiative in the Caribbean and Central America to include a wider range of countries from other subregions of the Hemisphere; and to explore opportunities that support member states’ efforts to increase the socioeconomic contribution of cultural heritage in their respective tourism destinations; and
d. Continue, in coordination with member states, to pursue resources and alliances with the public and private sectors, as well as other relevant organizations, in order to support the activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) in the area of cooperation, tourism competitiveness, and community-based rural tourism in the Americas.
9.
Thank the CITUR officers and members of the Troika for their promotion of cooperation and dialogue on tourism in the Hemisphere within the OAS framework, one result of which is the Medium-term Strategy to Enhance Tourism Cooperation and Competitiveness in the Americas.

10.
Congratulate the new CITUR officers—the tourism authorities of Peru, El Salvador, and Saint Kitts and Nevis—elected at this congress and urge them to continue promoting the work of the Committee, especially in fulfillment of the mandates issued at this congress.
11.
Recognize the contributions of the member states and permanent observer countries in funding tourism activities undertaken in the framework of SEDI.
12.
Accept with satisfaction the offer of the Government of Guyana to host the Twenty-fourth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism in 2017.

13.
Thank the Government and people of Peru for their warm and generous hospitality and their commitment and contributions to the success of the Twenty-third Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism in the OAS framework.
FOOTNOTE

1. … in territory administered politically by Decentralized Autonomous Governments, and “community-based tourism,” a concept that refers to a management model by which the local community harnesses the natural and/or cultural heritage of the region where it is located to develop and offer tourism services in which the local community is usually actively involved in planning and implementing measures intended to enhance its sustainable development through reinvestment of the benefits of tourism. This management model definition provides for all kinds of community-based tourism in:  (a) urban areas, (b) rural areas; and (c) nature reserves and cultural heritage sites.
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�.	Based on its Constitution of 2008, the Tourism Law, and its enabling regulations, Ecuador notes that there is a difference between “rural tourism,” which is a type of tourism …





