1
[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image2.png]



- 2 -

TWENTY-FOURTH INTER-AMERICAN
OEA/ Ser.K/III.25.1
CONGRESS OF MINISTERS AND
CIDI/TUR-XXIV/DEC.1/18

HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM
22 March 2018

March 21-22, 2018
Original: English
Georgetown, Guyana

DECLARATION OF GEORGETOWN ON 
CONNECTING THE AMERICAS THROUGH SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
(Adopted at the tenth plenary session held on March 22, 2018 and subject to review by 

the Style Committee)
WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Georgetown, Guyana, on March 21 and 22, 2018, for the Twenty-fourth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism,
CONSIDERING that the theme of the Twenty-fourth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism, “Connecting the Americas through Sustainable Tourism,” underscores the importance of promoting the contributions of sustainable tourism to development and to strengthening the relationships among the peoples, commercial enterprises, businesses and communities of the Americas;
CONSIDERING ALSO that the region has unique attractions and faces common challenges which could be addressed through a shared strategic view of touristic and social development that improves quality of life within our communities;

RECOGNIZING that the tourism sector and its value chain have the potential to directly and indirectly contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), in particular 8, 12, and 14, and that it has become one of the most dynamic economic engines, which in 2017 grew by 7% worldwide and 3% in the Americas according to the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO); 

RECOGNIZING ALSO that travel and tourism facilitation includes a vast scope of actions and measures that imply coordination between various sectors of government and with the private sector that allow the identification of cooperation measures to improve regional connectivity; 

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that an element necessary to connect the Americas through sustainable tourism involves the forging of business and public-private alliances, as well as the strengthening of these alliances where they already exist and establishing new ones to take advantage of existing opportunities; and that the private sector plays a critical role in facilitating passenger travel and tourism, and improving hemispheric connectivity through air, marine, land and rail transportation; 

CONSIDERING that travel within and across the different sub-regions of the Americas present significant opportunities for an expansion of tourism, especially multi-destination travel; 
CONSIDERING ALSO that air transport agreements have increased air connectivity and generated a positive economic impact; 
CONSIDERING FURTHER that innovations and technological advances have reshaped the development of tourism in particular sharing economy
/ companies that present challenges and opportunities to stakeholders, including micro, small and medium sized enterprises in the sector;

RECOGNIZING that the impacts of natural disasters are devastating and negatively affect the quality of life of affected communities and the development of all countries of the Hemisphere, and that preventative and risk reduction measures can increase resiliency and reduce vulnerability of communities; and,
RECOGNIZING ALSO that the Twenty-third Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism approved a Medium Term Strategy to Enhance Tourism Cooperation and Competitiveness in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XXIII/Doc.7/15) which included product and service quality; tourism safety and security; infrastructure; marketing and promotion; travel and visa facilitation; sustainability; and policy dialogue as priority areas, and that it is important to know about and follow up on the progress on its implementations in order to link them with the topics and the sub-topics of this Twenty-fourth Congress; 
WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM OF THE MEMBER STATES:

1. Recognize the importance of continuing to work towards expanding connectivity and increasing sustainable tourism within the countries of the Americas, including through forging alliances or strengthening them where they already exist, among public and private stakeholders. 
2. Encourage the establishment and strengthening of public-private partnerships among the different actors of the tourist sector that contribute to improving the connectivity of the sub-regions of the Americas and promote the development of sustainable tourism. 
3. Encourage the competent authorities of other tourism related sectors, such as transportation, security, infrastructure, etc., to analyze and implement, when possible, coordinated policies to achieve optimal development in connectivity and increase sustainable tourism benefits. 
4. Encourage relevant authorities to adopt air transportation policies that enhance connectivity for the benefit of travelers, shippers and the tourism and business sectors. 
5. Request that the General Secretariat collaborates with other regional agencies in undertaking a study of the impact of the sharing economy on the tourism accommodation sub-sector in Latin America and the Caribbean to address and provide recommendations on, inter alia, the best arrangements which successfully incorporate the share accommodation alongside the formal accommodation sub-sector. 
6. Will continue to work so that the development of tourism in the region is conducted within the framework of sustainability focusing on its three pillars: environmental, socio-cultural and economic. 
7. Request the authorities of the Congress (TROIKA and CITUR Authorities) to begin planning the formulation of a sustainable community tourism development management model for the Americas, using as a basis the existing national models and initiatives, and taking into account the context of each country, to strengthen the integral development and the growth of the sector in the region. 

8. Urge the CITUR to support the sharing of best practices on travel and tourism facilitation, including visa facilitation, to promote intra-regional and multi-destination travel among countries of the Americas. 

9. Instruct the General Secretariat to submit for the consideration of the Authorities of the Congress, at its Planning Meeting to be held no later than July 31, 2018, a work plan based on the guidelines contained in this Declaration and that contribute to the implementation of the commitments of the Medium-Term Strategy to Enhance Tourism Cooperation and Competitiveness in the Americas.

10. Request the OAS General Secretariat to work with regional and international organizations and other relevant institutions in identifying adaptation strategies and plans which strengthen resilience, mitigate the impact of natural disasters on the tourism sector, and support tourism business recovery in a disaster’s aftermath in OAS member states, with a focus on resource mobilization for the execution of identified initiatives, including, implementation of the actions contained in the Multi-hazard Contingency Planning Manual for the Caribbean Tourism Sector (OAS/CDERA).
11. Congratulate the new CITUR officers, the tourism authorities of Mexico (Chair), Jamaica and Panama (Vice-Chairs), elected during this Meeting, and we urge them to continue promoting this Committee’s work especially in fulfillment of the mandates issued at this Congress.
12. Thank the government of Paraguay for its offer to host the Twenty-fifth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism in 2021.

13. Thank the Government and people of Guyana for their warm and generous hospitality, their commitment, and their contribution to the success of the Twenty-fourth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism within the framework of CIDI.  
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� 	The sharing economy, as defined by a UNWTO presentation at ITB Berlin in 2017, is understood as access to sharing of goods and services from peer to peer/ private to private coordinated through community based on-line services - � HYPERLINK "http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/unwto_npts_itb_2017_jk2sc_rev.pdf" �http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/unwto_npts_itb_2017_jk2sc_rev.pdf�





