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TWENTY-FOURTH INTER-AMERICAN
OEA/Ser.K/III.25.1
CONGRESS OF MINISTERS AND




CIDI/TUR-XXIV/doc.4/18 rev.3
HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM


22 March 2018
March 21 and 22, 2018

Original: English
Georgetown, Guyana
SCHEDULE 
“Connecting the Americas through Sustainable Tourism”
(Approved at the first plenary session, held on March 21, 2018)
Tuesday, March 20, 2018
18:00 - 21:00
Official Opening of Tourism Connections (Guyana Exhibition Booths)

Registration of participants (Accreditation area)
Wednesday, March 21, 2018
8:00 - 17:00
Registration of participants (Accreditation area)
9:00 - 9:30
OPENING SESSION

Welcoming remarks by:
· Welcome by Hon. Dominic Gaskin, MP, Minister of Business of Guyana 
· Welcome by Mrs. Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS
· Welcome by Brig. David Granger, President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
9:30 - 10:00
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH AND BREAK
10:00 - 10:15
FIRST PLENARY SESSION:

Consideration and adoption of the Draft Agenda (CIDI/TUR-XXIV/doc.2/18), Draft Annotated Agenda (CIDI/TUR-XXIV/doc.3/18) and the Draft Schedule (CIDI/TUR-XXIV/doc.4/18 rev. 2) of the XXIV Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism 

Election of the Chair of the Twenty-fourth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism

Formalization of agreements reached during the preparatory meeting for the Congress
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 (cont.)
10:15 - 11:00
SECOND PLENARY SESSION: Introduction to the topics

Moderator:  Donald Sinclair, Director General, Department of Tourism, Ministry of Business of Guyana
· Forging Strategic Business Alliances ––CARICOM Perspective- Dr. Richard Brown, Director of Single Market and Sectoral Programs.
· The Role of Tourism in pursuit of SDGs, Alejandro Varela, Deputy Regional Director for the Americas, UNWTO.
· Connecting the Americas through Sustainable Tourism, Evan Berg, Director, Ricondo & Associates, Inc. 

Ministerial Dialogue

11:00 - 13:00
THIRD PLENARY SESSION: Forging Strategic Business Alliances for Developing Sustainable Tourism 


Moderator:  Andrea De Caires, President, Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana (THAG)

3.1
Capt. Jagmohan Singh - Vice-President of Operations- Caribbean Airlines
3.2 
Dr. Auliana Poon – Managing Director, Tourism Intelligence International. 

3.3 
Sophie Makonnen, Country Rep, Guyana, Inter-American Development Bank
3.4 
Julia Reifer Jones, CEO, LIAT

Ministerial Dialogue 
13:00– 14:00
LUNCH / CULTURAL PRESENTATION


14:00 – 15:30
FOURTH PLENARY SESSION: Importance of Product Innovation in Connecting the Americas 

Moderator:  Tameca Sukhdo-Singh, Coordinator, National Exhibition Center of Guyana

4.1 
Catherine Hughes, Minister of Public Telecommunications of Guyana

4.2 
Impacts of Innovations on the Share Economy – Samantha Hogenson Bray, Managing Director- Centre for Responsible Travel (CREST)

4.3
Connecting People through Cultural Heritage – Samantha Charles, Tourism Officer, Ministry of Tourism of St. Lucia
4.4
Experiences with Community-based Rural Tourism - Sr. Alejandro Reyes, General Director of Tourism Strategy, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Tourism, Peru 

4.5
Pueblos Magicos, Mtro. José Angel Díaz Rebolledo, Director General of Destination Management of the Secretariat of Tourism, Mexico

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 (cont.)


Ministerial Dialogue
15:30 - 15:45
BREAK

15:45 – 17:00
FIFTH PLENARY SESSION: Connecting the Americas through Sustainable Tourism (Challenges and Opportunities)

Moderator:  Dr. David Singh, Director, Conservation International, Guyana

5.1.
Kayla R. Reece, Director of Marketing, Fly Jamaica Airways

5.2
Christophe Didier, Sales Vice President, COPA Holdings S.A.
5.3
Bárbara Mejía, Technical Director ICF

5.4
Iván López Villalba, Executive Director of the Ecuadorian Federation of Provincial Chambers of Tourism, Technical Secretary of the Tourism Business Council of South America and Executive Director of the Inter-American Network of Small Hotels.
5.5
Pablo Chalen, Commercial Director, Travel Retail Latin America, AMADEUS


Ministerial Dialogue

19:00 – 21:00
PRESIDENTIAL RECEPTION AT STATE HOUSE

Please gather at the Lobby of the Marriot Hotel at 18.45 hrs.  Buses depart at 19:00 hrs. 
Thursday, March 22, 2018 
9:00 - 10:45
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION: Multi-Destination Travel to Promote Market Opportunities

Moderator: Santiago Noboa, Cultural and Tourism Specialist, Department of Economic Development

6.1
Multi-Destination Travel as a Strategy for Connecting the Americas Challenges and Solutions - Carolina Briones, Secretary General, Agency for Tourism Promotion of Central America
6.2
Travel and Visa Facilitation Models – Gabriela Ruiz, Director of International Relations, Secretariat of Tourism, Mexico 
6.3
Connecting the Guianas through Sustainable Tourism – Donald Sinclair, Director General of Tourism, Guyana 
6.4
Multi-destination Tourist Routes - Marcela Bacigalupo, Executive Secretary of the National Tourism Secretariat, Paraguay

Ministerial Dialogue
10:45 - 11:00
BREAK

Thursday, March 22, 2018  (cont.)
11:00 - 13:00   
SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION: Building Resilience in the Tourism Sector in the Americas

Moderator:  Dr. Maryse Robert, Director, Department of Economic Development

7.1
A Caribbean Tourism Organization Perspective – Mr. Hugh Riley, CEO and Secretary General of the Caribbean Tourism Organization 
7.2
Global efforts to promote Resilience - David Dobson, Director General of Technical Services, Ministry of Tourism of Jamaica 
7.3
Kim Osborne - Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS 
7.4
Tourism Resilience: The impact of the peace process in tourism - Sandra Howard, Vice Minister of Tourism, Colombia

Ministerial Dialogue
13:00 - 14:00
LUNCH / GUYANA TECHNICAL PRESENTATION
a) Dr. Raquel Thomas-Caesar, Director of Resource Management and Training, Iwokrama International Centre for Rainforest Conservation and Development - Protected areas and Tourism: the case of the Iwokrama Rainforest in Guyana 

b) Minister Dominic Gaskin, Minister of Business - Role of Policy in creating the Green Economy 

c) Vice-President Sydney Allicock, Minister of Indigenous Peoples Affairs - Community Tourism as a means of sustaining Indigenous livelihoods 

14:00 - 15:30
EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION: Reports of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism and General Secretariat 
8.1 Remarks by Ambassador Carlos Alberto Calles Castillo, Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS
8.2 Report of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) - Sr. Alejandro Reyes, General Director of Tourism Strategy, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Tourism, Peru, Chair of CITUR 
8.3 Report of the OAS General Secretariat pursuant to mandates arising out of the Inter-American Congresses of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, the Inter-American Committee on Tourism, and the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism (FHT) - Richard Campbell, Chief of the Culture and Tourism Section, Department of Economic Development, OAS
8.4 Launching of an OAS-UNWTO Publication: “Tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals: good practices in the Americas.” – Alejandro Valera, Deputy Director for the Americas Region, UNWTO
8.5 Launching of a training program with the American Hotel and Lodging Educational Institute –Cuauhtemoc (C.C.) Novello, Vice President of Sales, American Hotel Lodging Educational Institute
Thursday, March 22, 2018 (cont.) 

8.6 Report on the Publication: “Medium Term Strategy to Enhance Tourism Cooperation and Competitiveness in the Americas with Country Practices.” to be published, coedited with La Rochelle Business School – Loreto Ibanez, Professor, La Rochelle Business School

Ministerial Dialogue
15:30 - 15:45
NINTH PLENARY SESSION: Election of Officers of the CITUR
15:45 - 16:15
TENTH PLENARY SESSION: Declaration of Georgetown on Connecting the Americas through Sustainable Tourism


Venue and date of the next Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism 


Consideration of the Draft Declaration of Georgetown on Connecting the Americas through Sustainable Tourism (CIDI/TUR-XXIV/RP/doc.3/18)
16:15 - 16:45
CLOSING SESSION

Closing remarks by:

· Remarks by Kim Osborne - Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS
· Remarks by Amb. Nestor Mendez, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS (via video)
· Remarks by Hon. Dominic Gaskin, MP, Minister of Business of Guyana
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