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DRAFT RESOLUTION

THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES 

ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Agreed at the meeting held April 14, 2011)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

HAVING SEEN Resolutions CIDI/RES. 220 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2471 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,” held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2008, and CEPCIDI/RES. 181 (CLXVIII-O/11) “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;” 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, undertook to improve the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they expressed support for the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI; 
That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas held April 17-19, 2009, “in order to foster innovation, increase competitiveness and promote social development, and taking note of the outcomes of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Mexico City in 2008,” took on the commitment “to create conditions for increasing public investment and to adopt measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society and workers. […];”

That the Heads of State and Government at the Fifth Summit of the Americas also recognized “that the benefits of a digital society should reach all citizens of the Americas.  Additionally, [they] consider[ed] that reducing the digital divide, both among and within the nations of the Americas, is one of the conditions for achieving internationally agreed development objectives, including those of the Millennium Declaration.”  They therefore renewed their “commitment to collaborate with regional, subregional and multinational agencies to advance in the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas - the Plan of Action of Quito and the Declaration of the OAS General Assembly held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in 2006 on ‘Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society,’ and we take note of the eLAC 2010 Plan of Action contained in the San Salvador Commitment of 2008.”  In addition, they called upon their “ministers and high level authorities with responsibility for information and communication technologies (ICT) and for health and education to promote the use of ICT in all those areas in which they can improve our public and private sectors and the quality of life of our people, and to seek to improve access for households and communities;” 
ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the area of science and technology has been considered as a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, and that this was confirmed in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development; 
CONSIDERING:


That it is of the utmost importance for the Hemisphere to hold at least one ministerial meeting on science and technology before the next Summit of the Americas, with a view to apprising the highest political levels of the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities on science and technology in the Americas; 
That the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) held its Sixth Regular Meeting on September 9-10, 2010 (CIDI/COMCYT-VI/doc.9/10).  At that meeting, the authorities recommended that work be continued in the following areas:  a) attract more public and private investment, and making investment attractive; b) place greater emphasis on education and training of human resources and, to this end, begin science education at an early age, in order to encourage youth to choose careers in this area.  Also, improve education within both the formal education system (high schools and universities) and the informal system (television, publications), in support of science; c) emphasize engineering with innovative and entrepreneurial components; d) create more and better links of cooperation between the public sector, private sector, and universities; e) promote greater participation of women in science, technology, and engineering; and f) promote cooperation among the countries of the region to confront common challenges, including sharing and replicating successful experiences with other countries to take advantage of synergies; 
ALSO CONSIDERING that in resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 175/10 (CLXIV-O/10) “Strengthening the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI):  Establishment of a transition period to put into practice the structure proposed for FEMCIDI,” future programming of FEMCIDI in its current modality was suspended, and a transition period was established to put into practice the proposed structure for FEMCIDI, contained in the programming flow chart (CEPCIDI/doc.963/10; and 


That under this new FEMCIDI structure, COMCyT is considering methodology to define key topics in the area of science and technology to be financed by FEMCIDI,
RESOLVES:

1. To accept with pleasure and gratitude the generous offer of the Government of the Republic of Panama to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, in Panama City on November 17-18, 2011.

2. To underline the importance of determining the key topics in the area of science and technology to be financed by the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), and to request the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) to recommend a methodology for defining them, and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider and approve such methodology as soon as possible.

3. To highlight the importance of continuing the ministerial dialogue on science and technology in the framework of CIDI and urge member states to ensure that their highest authorities in science and technology participate in that meeting. 
4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to offer the necessary support to prepare for and follow up on the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the preparatory process. 
5. To request the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to CIDI at its seventeenth regular meeting on implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

ANNEX

DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONVENING THE SEVENTH MEETING OF MINISTERS AND

HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Agreed at the meeting held April 14, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN Resolutions CIDI/RES. 220 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2471 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,” held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2008, and CEPCIDI/RES. 181 (CLXVIII-O/11) “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;” and 
CIDI/RES ____ (XVI-O/11) “Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,”
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, undertook to improve the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they expressed support for the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2008; 
That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas held April 17-19, 2009, “in order to foster innovation, increase competitiveness and promote social development, and taking note of the outcomes of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Mexico City in 2008,” took on the commitment “to create conditions for increasing public investment and to adopt measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society and workers. […];”

That the Heads of State and Government at the Fifth Summit of the Americas also recognized “that the benefits of a digital society should reach all citizens of the Americas.  Additionally, [they] consider[ed] that reducing the digital divide, both among and within the nations of the Americas, is one of the conditions for achieving internationally agreed development objectives, including those of the Millennium Declaration.”  They therefore renewed their “commitment to collaborate with regional, subregional and multinational agencies to advance in the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas - the Plan of Action of Quito and the Declaration of the OAS General Assembly held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in 2006 on ‘Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society,’ and we take note of the eLAC 2010 Plan of Action contained in the San Salvador Commitment of 2008.”  In addition, they called upon their “ministers and high level authorities with responsibility for information and communication technologies (ICT) and for health and education to promote the use of ICT in all those areas in which they can improve our public and private sectors and the quality of life of our people, and to seek to improve access for households and communities;” 
ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the area of science and technology has been considered as a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, and that this was confirmed in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development; 
CONSIDERING:


That it is of the utmost importance for the Hemisphere to hold at least one ministerial meeting on science and technology before the next Summit of the Americas, with a view to apprising the highest political levels of the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities on science and technology in the Americas; 
That the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) held its Sixth Regular Meeting on September 9-10, 2010 (CIDI/COMCYT-VI/doc.9/10).  At that meeting, the authorities recommended that work be continued in the following areas:  a) attract more public and private investment, and making investment attractive; b) place greater emphasis on education and training of human resources and, to this end, begin science education at an early age, in order to encourage youth to choose careers in this area.  Also, improve education within both the formal education system (high schools and universities) and the informal system (television, publications), in support of science; c) emphasize engineering with innovative and entrepreneurial components; d) create more and better links of cooperation between the public sector, private sector, and universities; e) promote greater participation of women in science, technology, and engineering; and f) promote cooperation among the countries of the region to confront common challenges, including sharing and replicating successful experiences with other countries to take advantage of synergies; 
ALSO CONSIDERING that in resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 175/10 (CLXIV-O/10) “Strengthening the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI):  Establishment of a transition period to put into practice the structure proposed for FEMCIDI,” future programming of FEMCIDI in its current modality was suspended, and a transition period was established to put into practice the proposed structure for FEMCIDI, contained in the programming flow chart (CEPCIDI/doc.963/10; and 


That under this new FEMCIDI structure, COMCyT is considering methodology to define key topics in the area of science and technology to be financed by FEMCIDI,
RESOLVES:

1. To accept with pleasure and gratitude the generous offer of the Government of the Republic of Panama to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, in Panama City on November 17-18, 2011.

2. To underline the importance of determining the key topics in the area of science and technology to be financed by the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), and to request the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) to recommend a methodology for defining them, and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider and approve such methodology as soon as possible.

3. To highlight the importance of continuing the ministerial dialogue on science and technology in the framework of CIDI and urge member states to ensure that their highest authorities in science and technology participate in that meeting. 
4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to offer the necessary support to prepare for and follow up on the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the preparatory process. 
5. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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