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GUIDELINES AND METHODOLOGY FOR REVIEWING 
DRAFT RESOLUTIONSTO BE NEGOTIATED IN THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PARTNERSHIP-FOR-DEVELOPMENT POLICIES
(Prepared by the Chair with the support of the Secretariat)

The Chair of the Subcommittee on Partnership-for-Development Policies (SCSD) wishes to make the following suggestions regarding guidelines and a methodology for negotiating resolutions to be submitted by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) for consideration by the XVII Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session:
Fechas importantes:

· April 5, 2012:  Deadline set by CEPCIDI for presentation of draft resolutions to be submitted to CIDI and to the General Assembly. 

· Friday, April 27, 2012:  Last meeting of the Subcommittee before submission of its report to CEPCIDI.
· Friday, May 4, 2012:  Last meeting of CEPCIDI prior to the XVII Regular Meeting of CIDI.
· Tuesday, May 15, 2012:  XVII Regular Meeting of CIDI.
Please note that to help delegations schedule other activities, an effort is being made to hold the Subcommittee meetings preferably on the same day of the week. Thus, Friday mornings have been set aside for those meetings. Given that the Subcommittee has also been entrusted with other tasks by CEPCIDI and more meetings are likely to be needed, those additional meetings will be held on Monday afternoons. Those slots will be coordinated and shared with the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI, in accordance those bodies’ needs. 
Dates so far reserved for meetings of both bodies (the Subcommittee and the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI) are as follows: 
· Friday, January 27; February 10, 17, and 24; March 9, 16, 23, and 30; and April 20 and 27.  All in the morning.

· In addition, the following slots have been set aside:  Monday, February 6 and 13; Tuesday, March 6 and Monday, March 19 and 26; and Monday, April 2, Tuesday April 10, and Monday, April 30.  Although these slots are principally reserved for the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI, if the need arises and in corrdination with the Officers of the WG, they may be partially or wholly allotted to the Subcommittee.
Methodology:
1. Limit the time allotted for consideration of each resolution in order to give equal time to each one (for example, 30 minutes per resolution at each meeting).  The time actually spent will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at each meeting, which will to a large extent depend on how punctually we start the meetings. 

2. Use informal consultations to make headway with the negotiations. To facilitate convocation and ensure that all delegations have an opportunity to participate in the informal consultations, invitations to those meetings will be channeled through the Secretariat.  Where appropriate, a member state may be asked to coordinate informal consultations.
3. Request that the Secretariat distribute the most recently negotiated version of the draft resolutions as soon after the meeting as possible.  As in the past, the Secretariat will keep the CIDI website updated with the latest versions of the resolutions under consideration and the documents of all CIDI organs. (www.oas.org/en/cidi).

General guidelines for draft resolutions:
It is suggested that, as agreed upon by the Subcommittee on Policies in 2011 (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.480/11), the delegations make an effort to abide by the following recommendations, taking into consideration the peculiarities of each draft resolution, on a case-by-case basis:
· That, when submitting draft resolutions, delegations should identify thematic affinities, similarities, and complementarities with other draft resolutions to facilitate grouping topics together or merging texts;
· That the delegations consider submission of draft resolutions biennially or, possibly, triennially, in view of the already solid institutionalization of the respective topic or for the dynamics of fulfilling mandates to be long-term; 
· That the delegations consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions, to address in a resolution issues or mandates that are not ongoing. They would stipulate a term or period for fulfillment and would not need to keep reiterating;
· That the delegations consider incorporating their efforts under “omnibus resolutions” for those issues on which there has been no change in treatment in relation to the previous year;
· In addition, reiterate to delegations that, in order to expedite the negotiation of resolutions, texts be as concise as possible, by reducing the number of preambular paragraphs, avoiding repetition of paragraphs that are already included in other resolutions, and making general references to those mandates considered necessary to reiterate, without needing to engage in unnecessary negotiations around wording.
· Pursuant to the agreement reached by the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4556/11) and adopted by CEPCIDI in 2011, (i) footnotes referring to any parts of a draft resolution shall be limited to a maximum of two lines. For footnotes that exceed that length, the first two lines will begin on the corresponding page and the remainder of the note will continue at the end of the text of the draft resolution; and (ii) no documents should be included in draft resolutions, except if they are documents to be adopted or approved by the General Assembly such as conventions, charters, statutes and the like. Any references to documents in the text of draft resolutions should be made using the appropriate title and classification and other identifying information such as name, place and date of meeting at which the document was considered. 
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