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REPORT OF THE FIFTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING

OF MINISTERS AND HIGHEST AUTHORITIES OF CULTURE 
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI AND ON THE CELEBRATION 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF CULTURE

(Presented by the delegation of Peru and co-sponsored by the Delegations of El Salvador, Chile Guatemala, Haiti and the United States.  Agreed during the meetings held May 3, 2012)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,
HAVING SEEN:

The resolutions of the OAS General Assembly and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) related to the various Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI,” and on “2011: Inter-American Year of Culture;” and  
KEEPING IN MIND:

That the heads of state and government at each of the Summits of the Americas held so far recognized, among other matters, that culture plays a vital role in the integral development of the member states  and makes a positive contribution to the creation of social cohesion;  
That, in the aforementioned Summits process, the Heads of State and Government pledged, along with other commitments, to continue to promote inter-cultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity; to increase their efforts to promote and support cultural and creative industries and activities as part of their national policies for the promotion of sustainable economic growth, the creation of jobs, and the generation income; and to facilitate exchanges of information and practices related to the protection and promotion of cultural heritage and to educating communities on the best ways of protecting heritage sites and managing them in sustainable ways; and  
CONSIDERING:


That the year 2011 was declared the “Inter-American Year of Culture” by the Organization of American States, and had as a central theme “Our Cultures, Our Future;”  

That as part of the celebration, member states embarked upon a number of initiatives and projects aimed at strengthening cultural diversity and promoting the central role that culture performs in the economic, social, and human development of all communities;  

That those governmental initiatives, as well as those undertaken by the OAS General Secretariat, various cultural organizations, and other stakeholders in cultural affairs, aimed at, inter alia, designing projects to strengthen cultural industries, harness cultural heritage as a factor in development, and promote culture as a tool for enhancing social inclusion, all helped to make the Inter-American Year of Culture a success.  
CONSIDERING ALSO:


That the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI was held at OAS headquarters in Washington DC on November 9-10, 2011 and had as its theme:  “Culture:  Common Denominator for Integral Development;”  

That, at that Meeting, the ministers and highest authorities on culture highlighted, among other aspects, the importance of culture as the primary connecting factor in efforts to ensure peaceful coexistence and its contribution to economic development, the strengthening of democracies, and social inclusion; and that, after a productive dialogue, the ministers and highest authorities of culture approved the Communiqué “Culture, Common Denominator for Integral Development”;  

That in the Communiqué “Culture, Common Denominator for Integral Development” the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) was instructed to develop its 2011-2013 Work Plan, with a view to strengthening the capacity of the cultural sector and deepening cooperation in the thematic areas agreed upon at the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI, held in Barbados in 2008; 

That it is incumbent upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to foster regional dialogue and cooperation activities for integral and sustainable development in the field of culture,  
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Communiqué “Culture; Common Denominator for Integral Development” (CIDI/REMIC-V/doc. 6/11 rev. 1) approved in the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI.  
2. To ask the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to assist the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) with the design and implementation of a Work Plan, taking into consideration the Communiqué “Culture; Common Denominator for Integral Development.”  
3. To thank the Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture of the member states, the General Secretariat, cultural organizations, and other players for their contributions to the activities of the Inter-American Year of Culture.  
4. To reiterate the importance of continuing the dialogue process among ministers and highest authorities of culture in the Hemisphere in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).  
5. To ask CEPCIDI to make a report to CIDI, on the implementation of this resolution, and on the actions it has taken to support its financing, which will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,,

HAVING SEEN:

The resolutions of the OAS General Assembly and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) related to the various Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI,” and on “2011: Inter-American Year of Culture;” and  
KEEPING IN MIND:

That the heads of state and government at each of the Summits of the Americas held so far recognized, among other matters, that culture plays a vital role in the integral development of the member states  and makes a positive contribution to the creation of social cohesion;  
That, in the aforementioned Summits process, the Heads of State and Government pledged, along with other commitments, to continue to promote inter-cultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity; to increase their efforts to promote and support cultural and creative industries and activities as part of their national policies for the promotion of sustainable economic growth, the creation of jobs, and the generation income;; and to facilitate exchanges of information and practices related to the protection and promotion of cultural heritage and to educating communities on the best ways of protecting heritage sites and managing them in sustainable ways; and  
CONSIDERING:


That the year 2011 was declared the “Inter-American Year of Culture” by the Organization of American States, and had as a central theme “Our Cultures, Our Future;”  

That as part of the celebration, member states embarked upon a number of initiatives and projects aimed at strengthening cultural diversity and promoting the central role that culture performs in the economic, social, and human development of all communities;  

That those governmental initiatives, as well as those undertaken by the OAS General Secretariat, various cultural organizations, and other stakeholders in cultural affairs, aimed at, inter alia, designing projects to strengthen cultural industries, harness cultural heritage as a factor in development, and promote culture as a tool for enhancing social inclusion, all helped to make the Inter-American Year of Culture a success..  
CONSIDERING ALSO:


That the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI was held at OAS headquarters in Washington DC on November 9-10, 2011 and had as its theme:  “Culture: Common Denominator for Integral Development;”  

That, at that Meeting, the ministers and highest authorities on culture highlighted, among other aspects, the importance of culture as the primary connecting factor in efforts to ensure peaceful coexistence and its contribution to economic development, the strengthening of democracies, and social inclusion; and that, after a productive dialogue, the ministers and highest authorities of culture approved the Communiqué “Culture, Common Denominator for Integral Development”;  

That in the Communiqué “Culture, Common Denominator for Integral Development” the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) was instructed to develop its 2011-2013 Work Plan, with a view to strengthening the capacity of the cultural sector and deepening cooperation in the thematic areas agreed upon at the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI, held in Barbados in 2008; and 

That it is incumbent upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to foster regional dialogue and cooperation activities for integral and sustainable development in the field of culture,  
RESOLVES:


1.
To endorse the Communiqué “Culture; Common Denominator for Integral Development” (CIDI/REMIC-V/doc. 6/11 rev. 1) approved in the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI.  


2.
To ask the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to assist the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) with the design and implementation of a Work Plan, taking into consideration the Communiqué “Culture; Common Denominator for Integral Development.”  

3.
To thank the Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture of the member states, the General Secretariat, cultural organizations, and other players for their contributions to the activities of the Inter-American Year of Culture.   

4.
To reiterate the importance of continuing the dialogue process among ministers and highest authorities of culture in the Hemisphere in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).  

5.
To ask CIDI to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution, and on the actions it has taken to support its financing, which will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
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