Subcommittee on Partnership
OEA/Ser.W/IV

for DEVELOPMENT POLICIES
CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.509/12 rev. 2

4 May 2012


Original: English/Spanish
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Presented by the Delegation of Suriname. Considered during the meetings held 
April 11 and 19th, and May 3, 2012)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 242 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2589 (XL-O/10), “Report of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI,” and CIDI/RES. 254 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2643 (XLI-O/11), “Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
Resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 178 (CLXVI-O/11), “Convocation of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, on April 18 and 19, 1998, the Heads of State and Government reiterated the commitment of the First Summit of the Americas to ensure, by the year 2010, universal access to and completion of quality primary education for 100 percent of children and access for at least 75 percent of young people to quality secondary education, with increasing percentages of young people who complete secondary education, and assumed responsibility for providing the general population with opportunities for life-long learning; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government recognized the importance of access to education as a core component of the fight against poverty and inequality in our countries and committed to improving both access to and the quality of basic education, recognizing that providing educational opportunities is an investment in the future of the peoples of the Americas; and (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to achieving a gross secondary education enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010 and called on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the Organization of American States, specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs and that there strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity; and (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
[That, at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held Cartagena, Colombia, April 14 and 15, 2012, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed that equal and timely access to quality education is essential and constitutes an effective tool for reducing inequality and creating conditions for development and for the wellbeing of the population, that policies to strengthen teaching practice and the teaching profession, as well access to ICTs and their proper use are vital to improving the quality of education.] (Paragraph at the request of the Delegation of Nicaragua on 05/03/2012)
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is incumbent on the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development, to foster dialogue to promote the development of education as one of its priority areas; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI  was held in Paramaribo, Suriname, March 1st and 2nd, 2012, and that in that meeting the Ministers of Education adopted the Declaration of Paramaribo “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges” (CIDI/RME/DEC.1/12); (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the dialogue of Ministers of Education of the Americas chose as its theme “Transforming the role of the teacher to meet the challenges of the 21st century” and Ministers had the opportunity to exchange views on the teacher that today’s students need; schools as learning communities: the context of effective teaching; and policies to promote teacher quality: the role of governments< (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the Ministers of Education recognized the essential role of governments in promoting quality education for all and that special attention must be paid to the design and implementation of policies that strengthen the teaching profession and foster the educator’s strategic role in facilitating learning and promoting values; (Canada suggested to eliminate this paragraph on 04/19/2012)
That the Ministers of Education emphasized “the importance of expanding access to ICTs in education at all levels and in all sectors, particularly as a contributing factor in the preparation of students”; and the importance of “generat[ing] knowledge and exchang[ing] of good practices concerning innovative policies and programs for initial preparation, professional development, improvement of labor conditions, and strengthening the teaching profession”, for which they “entrust[ed] the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with support from its Technical Secretariat, with following up on this issue through the region’s cooperation mechanisms, including the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN)”;  (Agreed on 05/03/2012)
That the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI held the elections for authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the CIE Executive Committee;  (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the Ministers of Education gathered in Paramaribo welcomed the offer by the Ministry of Education of Paraguay to host the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI in 2013; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Government of Suriname also held, with the support of the OAS Secretariat the event Virtual Educa Caribbean, a multilateral  initiative addressing education, innovation, competitiveness and development through the application of ICTs, with the purpose of extending the benefits of its programs to the entire region, with specific focus on the non  Spanish-speaking Caribbean; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration of Paramaribo “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges” (CIDI/RME/DEC.1/12). (Agreed on 05/03/2012) 
2. To congratulate the Government of the Republic of Suriname on the success of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI. (Agreed on 04/19/2012) 
3. To thank and welcome the offer by the Government of Paraguay to host the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI. (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
4. To congratulate the authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the CIE Executive Committee on their election, and to urge them to continue their contributions to achieving the objectives established in the Declaration of Paramaribo and of the previous ministerial meetings of education in the framework of CIDI, especially on the effort to expand access to ICTs in education and the strengthening of the teaching profession, with support from the Technical Secretariat, through regional cooperation mechanisms like the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN). (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
5. To request the Inter-American Committee on Education, with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education area, and to provide regular updates on that process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI). (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
6. To request the CEPCIDI to report to the next regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
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(Presented by the Delegation of Suriname. Considered during the meetings held 
April 11 and 19th, and May 3, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 242 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2589 (XL-O/10), “Report of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI,” and CIDI/RES. 254 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2643 (XLI-O/11), “Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI;” and /RES. ___ (XVII-O/12) “Report of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”;  (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
Resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 178 (CLXVI-O/11), “Convocation of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, on April 18 and 19, 1998, the Heads of State and Government reiterated the commitment of the First Summit of the Americas to ensure, by the year 2010, universal access to and completion of quality primary education for 100 percent of children and access for at least 75 percent of young people to quality secondary education, with increasing percentages of young people who complete secondary education, and assumed responsibility for providing the general population with opportunities for life-long learning; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government recognized the importance of access to education as a core component of the fight against poverty and inequality in our countries and committed to improving both access to and the quality of basic education, recognizing that providing educational opportunities is an investment in the future of the peoples of the Americas; and (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to achieving a gross secondary education enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010 and called on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the Organization of American States, specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs and that there strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity; and (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
[That, at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held Cartagena, Colombia, April 14 and 15, 2012, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed that equal and timely access to quality education is essential and constitutes an effective tool for reducing inequality and creating conditions for development and for the wellbeing of the population, that policies to strengthen teaching practice and the teaching profession, as well access to ICTs and their proper use are vital to improving the quality of education.] (Paragraph at the request of the Delegation of Nicaragua on 05/03/2012)

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is incumbent on the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development, to foster dialogue to promote the development of education as one of its priority areas; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI  was held in Paramaribo, Suriname, March 1st and 2nd, 2012, and that in that meeting the Ministers of Education adopted the Declaration of Paramaribo “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges” (CIDI/RME/DEC.1/12); (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the dialogue of Ministers of Education of the Americas chose as its theme “Transforming the role of the teacher to meet the challenges of the 21st century” and Ministers had the opportunity to exchange views on the teacher that today’s students need; schools as learning communities: the context of effective teaching; and policies to promote teacher quality: the role of governments< (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the Ministers of Education recognized the essential role of governments in promoting quality education for all and that special attention must be paid to the design and implementation of policies that strengthen the teaching profession and foster the educator’s strategic role in facilitating learning and promoting values; (Canada suggested to eliminate this paragraph on 04/19/2012)

That the Ministers of Education emphasized “the importance of expanding access to ICTs in education at all levels and in all sectors, particularly as a contributing factor in the preparation of students”; and the importance of “generat[ing] knowledge and exchang[ing] of good practices concerning innovative policies and programs for initial preparation, professional development, improvement of labor conditions, and strengthening the teaching profession”, for which they “entrust[ed] the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with support from its Technical Secretariat, with following up on this issue through the region’s cooperation mechanisms, including the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN)”;  (Agreed on 05/03/2012)
That the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI held the elections for authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the CIE Executive Committee;  (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
That the Ministers of Education gathered in Paramaribo welcomed the offer by the Ministry of Education of Paraguay to host the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI in 2013; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Government of Suriname also held, with the support of the OAS Secretariat the event Virtual Educa Caribbean, a multilateral  initiative addressing education, innovation, competitiveness and development through the application of ICTs, with the purpose of extending the benefits of its programs to the entire region, with specific focus on the non  Spanish-speaking Caribbean; (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration of Paramaribo “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges” (CIDI/RME/DEC.1/12). (Agreed on 05/03/2012) ()
2. To congratulate the Government of the Republic of Suriname on the success of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI. (Agreed on 04/19/2012) 
3. To thank and welcome the offer by the Government of Paraguay to host the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI. (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
4. To congratulate the authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the CIE Executive Committee on their election, and to urge them to continue their contributions to achieving the objectives established in the Declaration of Paramaribo and of the previous ministerial meetings of education in the framework of CIDI, especially on the effort to expand access to ICTs in education and the strengthening of the teaching profession, with support from the Technical Secretariat, through regional cooperation mechanisms like the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN). (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
5. To request the Inter-American Committee on Education, with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education area, and to provide regular updates on that process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI). (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  (Agreed on 04/19/2012)
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