PAGE  
- 2 -

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PARTNERSHIP
OEA/Ser.W/IV

FOR DEVELOPMENT policies
CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.511/12


11 April 2012


Original: Spanish

SUMMARY OF THE REFLECTIONS PRESENTED

ON THE HEMISPHERIC FUND FOR TOURISM

(Summary prepared by the Secretariat based on the interventions by delegations 

at the meetings of March 23 and April 3, 2012)


The following summary was prepared by the Secretariat at the request of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies.


During the deliberations on the Statute of the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism (HFT) at the meetings of the Subcommittee held on March 23 and April 3, 2012, the delegation of the United States raised a series of concerns regarding the organizational positioning and operation of that Fund as set forth in its Draft Statute (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.495/12 rev. 1), since the objectives of the Fund were harmonized with those of FEMCIDI and an additional structure was being created for which many questions regarding its operating mechanism remained. 


In that connection, the delegate of the United States wondered whether the decision not to incorporate the Fund into the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) stemmed from dissatisfaction with FEMCIDI as a result of the difficulties of reactivating it under its new structure, or whether instead it reflected a lack of awareness of FEMCIDI’s potential.  She indicated her concern that the Draft Statute of the Fund for Tourism would promote the presentation of a large number of small projects that, in its current form, the Project Evaluation Committee (PEC) would be unable to manage, given the size of its team.  She also noted that one reason for restructuring FEMCIDI was the large number of small projects that had not succeeded in attracting the external funding sought and that the Fund potentially would encounter the same problems.

She further indicated that, for her delegation, many questions remained regarding the operation and the areas responsible for promoting project preparation, study, preselection, evaluation, follow-up, and operation, and for mobilizing additional external funds, and underscored the need for reflection in that regard, since the Fund for Tourism could turn into the former FEMCIDI, which the states had seen a need to restructure in order to focus its action and attract external funds and donors. 


The delegate of El Salvador noted that the necessary steps had been taken to activate the Fund through the creation of an account into which the states could pay their pledges and to define its operation in the framework of the Subcommittee on Policies.  He further indicated that when the Fund for Tourism was established, as presented and adopted by the Inter-American Travel Congress, emphasis had been placed on the need to consider the possibility of its incorporation into the work programs of the new FEMCIDI structure, provided its independence in terms of defining its topics was maintained.

In his capacity as Chair of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI, the delegate of El Salvador noted that the functioning of FEMICIDI was being evaluated in the framework of that Group with a view to strengthening it and adjusting the operation of its transition stage and, based on any guidelines established by the authorities for tourism, an analysis could be made of how this Fund might fit into FEMCIDI programs.


In that regard, he indicated that if there were substantive matters that could not be resolved with the guidelines defined by the Ministers of Tourism when the Fund was created, then the right time to chart a clear course was now, since the XX Inter-American Travel Congress would be held in September, in Ecuador, and preparations for it would begin shortly.

Since substantive concerns had been raised that would affect the direction of Subcommittee efforts in this area, the Chair considered it appropriate to summarize them, as well as possible courses of action, so that the delegations had the information necessary to engage in dialogue in that regard at an upcoming meeting of the Subcommittee for it to consider recommending to CEPCIDI the inclusion of the item "Statute of the HFT" on the agendas for the XX Inter-American Travel Congress and its preparatory process.
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