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Further to the instruction given by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) at its 174th regular meeting (November 4, 2011) for the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies to prepare the Statute of the Hemispheric Tourism Fund, in my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee I am pleased to offer the following report: 


To begin its consideration of the Statute of the Hemispheric Tourism Fund, the Subcommittee instructed the Department of Legal Advisory Services, in conjunction with the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism, to prepare a base document that would serve as a starting point. The resulting document was presented at the meeting of January 27, 2012, and was distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.495/12. After receiving preliminary comments on this initial proposal, the Subcommittee asked the Secretariat to amend the document; it then referred it to the delegations for informal consultations, instructing the Vice Chair of the Subcommittee, Mr. José Luis Dominguez Brito, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, to lead that effort. 


At the meeting of March 23, 2012, the Vice Chair of the Subcommittee submitted a report (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.504/12) on the results of the consultations, and it was decided to continue discussing the draft Statute on the basis of the document arising from the informal consultations (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.495/12 rev. 1).


At that meeting and the next, held on April 2, 2012, a series of concerns were raised about the Hemispheric Tourism Fund’s position in the organization and its functioning as set out in the proposed Statute; the participants noted that the Fund’s objectives were in line with FEMCIDI and that the adoption of a Statute for the Fund would create an additional structure, and that there were still many questions regarding its operating mechanism. Those concerns and the proposed course of action to be followed were recorded in document CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.511/12.

At the meeting of April 19, 2012, the Subcommittee decided to extend the following recommendations to CEPCIDI:

1. Since the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism is imminent and its preparatory process is to begin in the coming months, request the inclusion of the topic of the Hemispheric Tourism Fund both in the preparatory process and on the agenda of the ministerial meeting, in order to obtain better guidance on the Fund’s operating mechanism, taking into account the opportunities offered by the structure of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI). 

Specifically, it was agreed to recommend that CEPCIDI consider including, on the draft agenda of the Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and among the items to be discussed during the preparatory process, an analysis of the Fund’s operating mechanism and the creation of additional guidelines for its implementation. In addition, the Secretariat was asked to prepare a document on the functioning of the FEMCIDI, including in particular background information on projects funded by FEMCIDI in the sustainable development of tourism sectoral area, and the possibility of managing the Hemispheric Tourism Fund as a subaccount of FEMCIDI.


In concluding this report, I would like to express particular gratitude to the participating delegations for their contributions and for the flexibility they showed. I would also like to acknowledge the support provided by the Secretariat.

Roger Joseph Abboud

Alternate Representative of Brazil

Chair of the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies
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