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Translational Science, Technology and Innovation: Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity
BACKGROUND

The First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the framework of the Inter-American Integral Development Council (CIDI) (Lima, 2004), highlighted the importance of science, technology, engineering and innovation (STEI) as major driving forces for the economic and social development in the countries of the Hemisphere. The conclusions of the Lima Ministerial were endorsed by the Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar de Plata, 2005) who recognized the crucial contribution of STEI to sustainable economic growth and increased productivity.

Four years later, the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (Mexico City, 2008), entitled “Science, Technology, Engineering and Innovation as Tools for Human Prosperity,” focused on the importance of STEI for socio-economic development. The conclusions, which stressed the critical role of STEI in productivity and competitiveness, and the consequent positive impact on job creation, poverty reduction and a better quality of life, were supported by the Heads of State and Government at the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009).  
Within the context of the Ministerial meetings, the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) constitutes a forum for policy dialogue and provides follow-up to mandates adopted in these Ministerial meetings. During its Sixth Regular Meeting in September 2010, COMCYT representatives acknowledged the importance of focusing on the application of STEI to the productive sector to promote growth and prosperity. Most significantly, they recommended the development of Vision 20/25, a long-term Inter-American Program on Science and Technology with measurable goals and objectives, and the creation and strengthening of monitoring and cooperation mechanisms including a COMCYT Portal.  

The upcoming Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, to be held in Panama in November 2011, will address four issues: First, to give progress reports on advances made since the Mexico Ministerial; second, to sign off on Vision 20/25, as recommended by COMCYT; third, to approve the Plan of Action of Panama, including the creation, of cooperation mechanisms to facilitate execution of the Vision; and, fourth, to make recommendations to the Heads of State and Government for the Sixth Summit of the Americas to be held in Colombia in April 2012.  
DRAFT AGENDA 

1. From Mexico to Panama: Progress and Challenges 


The COMCYT Chair and the OAS will present a general report on the implementation of the 2008 Plan of Action of Mexico: “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation as Tools for Human Prosperity”, highlighting progress and challenges, and including changes in hierarchy of the Science, Technology and Innovation Systems of the Region. Subsequently, the ministers and high authorities will have the opportunity to highlight particular achievements in a Ministerial Dialogue Session.

2. Towards Vision 20/25:  Science, Technology and Innovation for Competitiveness and Prosperity

Taking the Plan of Action of Mexico as a starting point, specifically its third line of action, “Science, technology, engineering, and innovation as tools for increasing productivity”, Panama will prepare a preliminary proposal oriented to the development of a long term Hemispheric vision  for competitiveness and prosperity with clear, measurable indicators in four strategic pillars:

1. Innovation

2. National Quality Infrastructure (NQI)

3. Human Resource Training and Education 

4. Technological Development

The Vision is intended to be a regional road map emphasizing hemispheric cooperation and applied STEI solutions to solve basic needs and promote socio-economic development.  Starting with the available information and existing indicators as a base line, the Vision will outline concrete objectives and goals in each of the four pillars to be reached by 2025.  It will also identify lines of action within each pillar and cooperation mechanisms to aid in their implementation.  Social inclusion, gender equity and equality and youth will be included as cross-cutting themes.  

3. Plan of Action of Panama:  Coordinating Hemispheric Cooperation for Prosperity  

With the objective of advancing towards Vision 20/25, Panama’s four-year Plan of Action (2012-2016) will focus on the four pillars with practical actions and applications as its guiding principle.  It will emphasize the creation and establishment of cooperation mechanisms and funding instruments as means to accomplish the proposed objectives.  These mechanisms will include the creation of working groups to address each Pillar of Vision 20/25. 
In line with the recommendations of the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT), the Plan of Action will also call for the creation of a COMCYT Portal to as a means to facilitate both follow up on Ministerial mandates and policy dialogue. This Portal will also serve as a repository of STEI regional information, including best practices, training opportunities and other activities.  With the collaboration of all Member States as a prerequisite, it will also have the potential to serve as a coordinating mechanism for cooperation and partnerships among National Science and Technology Agencies (ONCYTs), research institutes, international organizations and cooperation agencies, civil society, academia and the private sector.  In addition, the Portal will offer access to other OAS resources and networks such as: the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), the Inter-American Scientific Journalism Portal (PIPC), the Inter-American Network on Competitiveness (RIAC) and Cooperation Network (CooperaNet). 

4. Recommendations to the VI Summit of the Americas: “Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity”



Ministerial meetings are a fundamental part of the Summit process, providing Heads of State and Government with information on progress towards the fulfillment of Summit mandates as well as inputs and recommendations for consideration at the next Summit.  The Sixth Summit of the Americas, "Connecting the Americas: Partners for Prosperity", to be held in Cartagena, Colombia on April 14 and 15, 2012, has as sub-themes: poverty and inequality; public security; natural disasters; and, access to technology, all of which encompass strong science and technology elements.  

The Cartagena Summit is a unique opportunity for the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology to draw due attention to the importance of and offer guidance in STI issues as intrinsic elements for achieving prosperity.  Vision 20/25 and the Plan of Action will be instrumental for determining the recommendations presented for consideration by the Heads of State and Government during the Sixth Summit.  
5. Other Business
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� NQI refers to the set of country institutions that provide the services (metrology, standardization, accreditation and conformity assessment) that guarantee the quality and safety of products and services for local and international consumers.  NQI fosters innovation, competitiveness, consumer protection and promotes market transparency





