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DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTER-AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS NETWORK (RIAC)
/
(Approved at the regular meeting held on May 7, 2010)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,


HAVING SEEN: resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009,” in which the General Assembly resolved to adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, recommended by CIDI at its twelfth regular meeting, and resolution AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), “Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009,” which extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 until December 31, 2010; (Agreed 4/29/10)

RECOGNIZING the contributions that international and inter-American institutions make to complement the efforts of the member states to improve their competitiveness; (Agreed 4/29/10)
CONSIDERING:

That the Heads of State and Government, in the Declaration of Commitment of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, recognized “that there are significant differences in the levels of development and the size of our respective economies. Accordingly, we must continue to make a particular effort to promote sustainable development in small and vulnerable economies of the Hemisphere by enhancing their competitiveness, human and institutional capacity-building, financial and physical infrastructure, as well as the development of information and communication technologies (ICT) and the development of the business sector and other productive economic sectors, including tourism. We will also continue to support the national development efforts of middle-income countries to achieve the objectives of the Millennium Declaration, emphasizing the reduction of poverty and the eradication of extreme poverty. We will work, as appropriate, in coordination with the relevant international institutions and organizations to improve the effectiveness of aid and development cooperation with middle-income countries. In this context, we also recognize the challenges faced by the land-locked countries of the Hemisphere”
/ and (Agreed 4/29/10)
That in that Declaration of Commitment, the Heads of State and Government stated that “[t]o reduce poverty and hunger, eradicate extreme poverty, create dignified and decent work, and raise the standard of living of all our people, we must achieve higher levels of business development and sustainable economic growth with equity. Subject to the domestic laws of each country, we will continue to promote diversified economic activity in the energy, transport, tourism, communications, services, financial services and agricultural sectors. We are committed to facilitating investment and public-private partnerships in infrastructure and other relevant sectors in order to promote business development, economic growth and social development with equity. We will continue to promote increased corporate social responsibility and improved competitiveness, to which the Americas Competitiveness Forum in Chile in 2009 will contribute.”;
/ (Agreed 4/29/10)
BEARING IN MIND that, according to the Strategic Plan, “the promotion of economic diversification and integration, trade liberalization, and market access can lead, through expanded market and investment opportunities, to enhanced economic development, job creation, and poverty reduction in member states,” and that mandates in that area established in that Plan include a focus on “promoting cooperation to support activities that enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, including a multilateral policy dialogue on the issue of competitiveness and the promotion of public-private partnerships”; (Agreed 4/29/10)

CONSIDERING that on the occasion of the III Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in Santiago, Chile, in September 2009, the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) initiative was presented; (Agreed 4/29/10 and 5/3/10)

TAKING NOTE as well that the Competitiveness Councils, gathered on the occasion of the Forum, reaffirmed the need for the countries of the Hemisphere to have mechanisms for high-level dialogue to foster cooperation, policy discussion and review, the exchange of experiences and best practices, and the adoption of joint initiatives to strengthen the competitiveness of their economies and, thereby, the competitiveness of the Americas as a whole; (Agreed 4/29/10)

BEARING IN MIND that some ministers of finance and industry present at the III Americas Competitiveness Forum emphasized the importance of the launch of RIAC; and (Agreed 4/29/10 and 5/7/10)

BEARING IN MIND ALSO the meeting of the Permanent Council held on January 27, 2010, at which an oral report was given on the II Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in Santiago, Chile, and different member state representatives expressed their congratulations on the II Competitiveness Forum and indicated the importance of the matter discussed at the event, (Agreed 4/29/10)
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the launch of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) and to invite all OAS member states to consider their participation therein. (Agreed 4/29/10 and 5/3/10)
2.
To express its appreciation to Chile for its efforts in hosting the III Americas Competitiveness Forum. (Agreed 4/29/10)
3.
To take note that the IV Americas Competitiveness Forum will be held from November 14 to 16, 2010, in Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America.  (Agreed 4/29/10)
3 bis.
To note that the Governments of the Dominican Republic and Colombia have made formal offers to host subsequent meetings of the Americas Competitiveness Forum. (Agreed 5/7/10 a.m. and p.m.) 

4.
(Deleted 5/4/10) 

5.
To instruct SEDI to present to CEPCIDI a roadmap containing actions it seeks to carry out in the future, in the event the states designate it as Technical Secretariat, for proper operation of the RIAC. (Agreed 5/3/2010 and 5/4/10)

6.
To urge the member states to support programs and initiatives to promote integration, cooperation, and partnership, and to enhance competitiveness and promote social development and sustainable economic growth with equity and social inclusion in the countries of the region, and to instruct the General Secretariat to lend support, as appropriate, to the member states in this effort. (Agreed 4/29/10)
7.
(Deleted 5/4/10) 
8.
To request the General Secretariat to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of the activities envisaged herein shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. (Agreed 4/29/10)
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INTER-AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS NETWORK (RIAC)
/ 
(Approved at the regular meeting held on May 7, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN: resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009,” in which the General Assembly resolved to adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, recommended by CIDI at its twelfth regular meeting, and resolution AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), “Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009,” which extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 until December 31, 2010; (Agreed 4/29/10)

RECOGNIZING the contributions that international and inter-American institutions make to complement the efforts of the member states to improve their competitiveness; (Agreed 4/29/10)
CONSIDERING:

That the Heads of State and Government, in the Declaration of Commitment of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, recognized “that there are significant differences in the levels of development and the size of our respective economies. Accordingly, we must continue to make a particular effort to promote sustainable development in small and vulnerable economies of the Hemisphere by enhancing their competitiveness, human and institutional capacity-building, financial and physical infrastructure, as well as the development of information and communication technologies (ICT) and the development of the business sector and other productive economic sectors, including tourism. We will also continue to support the national development efforts of middle-income countries to achieve the objectives of the Millennium Declaration, emphasizing the reduction of poverty and the eradication of extreme poverty. We will work, as appropriate, in coordination with the relevant international institutions and organizations to improve the effectiveness of aid and development cooperation with middle-income countries. In this context, we also recognize the challenges faced by the land-locked countries of the Hemisphere”;
/ and (Agreed 4/29/10)
That in that Declaration of Commitment, the Heads of State and Government stated that, “To reduce poverty and hunger, eradicate extreme poverty, create dignified and decent work, and raise the standard of living of all our people, we must achieve higher levels of business development and sustainable economic growth with equity. Subject to the domestic laws of each country, we will continue to promote diversified economic activity in the energy, transport, tourism, communications, services, financial services and agricultural sectors. We are committed to facilitating investment and public-private partnerships in infrastructure and other relevant sectors in order to promote business development, economic growth and social development with equity. We will continue to promote increased corporate social responsibility and improved competitiveness, to which the Americas Competitiveness Forum in Chile in 2009 will contribute.”;
 (Agreed 4/29/10)
BEARING IN MIND that, according to the Strategic Plan, “the promotion of economic diversification and integration, trade liberalization, and market access can lead, through expanded market and investment opportunities, to enhanced economic development, job creation, and poverty reduction in member states,” and that mandates in that area established in that Plan include a focus on “promoting cooperation to support activities that enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, including a multilateral policy dialogue on the issue of competitiveness and the promotion of public-private partnerships”; (Agreed 4/29/10)

CONSIDERING that on the occasion of the III Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in Santiago, Chile, in September 2009, the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) initiative was presented; (Agreed 4/29/10 and 5/3/10)

TAKING NOTE as well that the Competitiveness Councils, gathered on the occasion of the Forum, reaffirmed the need for the countries of the Hemisphere to have mechanisms for high-level dialogue to foster cooperation, policy discussion and review, the exchange of experiences and best practices, and the adoption of joint initiatives to strengthen the competitiveness of their economies and, thereby, the competitiveness of the Americas as a whole; (Agreed 4/29/10)

BEARING IN MIND that some ministers of finance and industry present at the III Americas Competitiveness Forum emphasized the importance of the launch of RIAC; and (Agreed 4/29/10 and 7/5/10)

TAKING ACCOUNT OF the meeting of the Permanent Council held on January 27, 2010, at which an oral report was given on the II Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in Santiago, Chile, different member state representatives expressed their congratulations on the II Competitiveness Forum and indicated the importance of the matter discussed at the event, (Agreed 4/29/10)
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the launch of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) and to invite all OAS member states to consider their participation therein. (Agreed 4/29/10 and 5/3/10)
2.
To express its appreciation to Chile for its efforts in hosting the III Americas Competitiveness Forum. (Agreed 4/29/10)
3.
To take note that the IV Americas Competitiveness Forum will be held from November 14 to 16, 2010, in Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America. (Agreed 4/29/10)
3 bis. 
To note that the Governments of the Dominican Republic and Colombia have made formal offers to host subsequent meetings of the Americas Competitiveness Forum. (Agreed 5/7/10 a.m. and p.m.)

4.
(Deleted 5/4/10) 

5.
To instruct SEDI to present to CEPCIDI a roadmap containing actions it seeks to carry out in the future, in the event the states designate it as Technical Secretariat, for proper operation of the RIAC. (Agreed 3/5/2010 and 5/4/10)

6.
To urge the member states to support programs and initiatives to promote integration, cooperation, and partnership, and to enhance competitiveness and promote social development and sustainable economic growth with equity and social inclusion in the countries of the region, and to instruct the General Secretariat to lend support, as appropriate, to the member states in this effort. (Agreed 4/29/10)
7.
(Deleted 5/4/10) 
8.
To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of the activities envisaged herein shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. (Agreed 4/29/10)
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	�.	The Governments of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Republic of Nicaragua join in the consensus on the text of this resolution. However, they state for the record that integral development in the region can only be promoted through policies that promote integration, cooperation, complementarity, and solidarity. 


�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.





�.	Ibid.
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