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DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONVOCATION OF THE THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI 

(Presented by the delegation of Panama)

THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
HAVING SEEN:

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 220 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2471 (XXXIX-O/09) “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;”
BEARING IN MIND:

That the Heads of State and Government gathered in the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held November 4 and 5, 2005 in Mar de Plata, Argentina, took on a commitment to support the improvement of the quality of the teaching of science and strive to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development for the fundamental purpose of reducing poverty and generating decent work, and that in this regard, they expressed support for the Lima Declaration and Plan of Action adopted in the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI; 

That the Heads of State and Government who met at the Fifth Summit of the Americas held April 17-19, 2009 “in order to foster innovation, increase competitiveness, and promote social development, and taking note of the outcomes of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology held in Mexico City in 2008,” made the commitment to “create conditions for increasing public investment to take measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society, and workers.. […];”

BEARING IN MIND ALSO that the area of science and technology has been considered a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, a priority reaffirmed in the Strategic Plan for Cooperation for Development 2006-2009;

CONSIDERING:


That holding at least one ministerial meeting on science and technology before the next Summit of the Americas is of utmost importance for the Hemisphere, so that the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities on science and technology of the Americas can be taken to the highest political levels;

That the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) held its Sixth Regular Meeting on September 9 and 10, 2010 (CIDI/COMCYT-VI/doc.9/10) during which the authorities recommended continuing to work on:  a) attracting more public and private investment and making investment attractive; b) giving more emphasis to education and training of human resources and, in this sense, to start scientific education at an early age so as to encourage youth to choose careers in this area. Additionally, to improve education both in the formal system (schools and universities) and in the informal system (TV channels, publications) in support of the popularization of science; c) emphasizing engineering with innovation and entrepreneurship components; d) creating more and better collaboration and links between the public sector, the private sector, and universities; e) promoting greater participation of women in science, technology, and engineering; and f) increasing collaboration among the countries of the region to face common challenges and to share and replicate successful experiences with other countries so as to take advantage of synergies;
HAVING ALSO SEEN the note of the Permanent Mission of Panama in which it offered to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI on November 17 and 18, 2011 in Panama City, Panama (CEPCIDI/INF.118/11); and

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the resolution of the Permanent Council CP/RES. 872 (1459/04): “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS,”

RESOLVES:

1. To thank the Government of the Republic of Panama and accept its offer to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI in Panama City, Panama on November 17 and 18, 2011.

2. To convene the Third Meeting of Ministers and and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI in the place and dates established in the previous paragraph.

3. To finance the Third Meeting of Ministers and and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI according to the estimated costs of meetings funded by the OAS as established in Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 872 (1459/04), “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS.” This amount, estimated to be US$36,683, will be covered by assigning US$19,907 from Chapter 7, Subprogram 72H, of the 2011 program-budget of the Organization and will be complemented by funds remaining from meetings funded from that same account, up to the amount of US$16,776.
4. To urge member states to participate in this meeting through their highest authorities on science and technology. 

5. To ask the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat of Integral Development (SEDI), to provide the necessary support for the preparation and followup of the Third Meeting of Ministers and and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI and to periodically inform the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) about the preparatory process. 
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