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DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONTINUING PARTICIPATION IN THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL 
FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT BY MEMBER STATES THAT HAVE NOT 
RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL OF MANAGUA
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” and resolutions AG/RES. 2566 (XL-O/10), CIDI/RES. 229 (XV-O/10), and CIDI/RES. ___ (XVI-O/11), “Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua”;


EMPHASIZING the amendments made to the Charter of the Organization of American States to incorporate the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of integral development (Protocol of Washington) and to establish an Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving their integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty (Protocol of Managua); and


CONSIDERING that as of the date of this resolution there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states that have signed and not ratified the Protocol of Washington, which incorporates the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of development, and the Protocol of Managua, which establishes the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to consider doing so as soon as possible.

2. To extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly to be held in 2016, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.

2bis.
To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to undertake outreach and awareness-raising efforts on the importance of ratifying the instruments referred to in operative paragraph 1 above, and report to CIDI annually on the period and effective date of this resolution.

3. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty- sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONVOCATION OF THE XVII INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS
OF LABOR AND SUPPORT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK
FOR LABOR ADMINISTRATION (RIAL)
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 223 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09), “XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CIDI/RES. 238 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2584 (XL-O/10), “Report of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 172/10 (CLXIII-O/10), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES.182 (CLXX-O/11), “Change of Date for the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; and CIDI/RES.__ (XVI-O/11), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL);
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, from April 20 to 22, 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government acknowledged the important contributions of the ministries of labor to achieving its objectives of creating jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance and to promoting decent work and social and labor policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity; 

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote “continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market,” and in that regard they called upon “the Ministers of Labour, within the context of the OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), in collaboration with their workers’ and employers’ consultative bodies and with the support of the ILO, as appropriate, to endorse, at the 16th IACML to be held in 2009, a work programme that advances these objectives;” and

That at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of States and Government expressed their awareness that, notwithstanding the gains made since the Fourth Summit of the Americas, deep inequalities continued to exist in our countries and in our region. In response, they said that would continue to develop and implement social protection and inclusion policies and programs that gave priority to those living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability in our societies, and would continue to promote access to education, health, nutrition, energy, basic social services and to opportunities for dignified and decent work. At the same time, they would stimulate income growth and better income distribution, increase productivity, and protect workers’ rights and the environment;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor of the OAS has been meeting since 1963 to define priorities and activities in the Hemisphere’s labor sector;

That the IACML is recognized as the primary forum for building consensus and discussing and defining labor priorities in the Americas, which are adapted to the changing realities of the region’s labor markets;

That the XVI IACML, held in Buenos Aires, Republic of Argentina, from October 6 to 8, 2009, which had as its motto “Facing the Crisis with Development, Decent Work, and Social Protection,” adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires [CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/09 (XVI-O/09) and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/09 rev. 1 corr. 1, respectively], together with resolution CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 3/09 (XVI-O/09), “Inputs of the XVI IACML to the G-20 Process”; 

That the working groups of the Conference met on July 28 and 29, 2010, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and from May 17 to 19, 2011, in Washington, D.C., to follow up on the Buenos Aires Declaration and Plan of Action;

That the XVI IACML, in its resolution CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 1/09 (XVI-O/09), “Modification of the Status of COTPAL, COSATE y CEATAL,” designated the Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL), the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL), and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) as permanent consultative organs of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; 

That the XVI IACML, held in Buenos Aires in 2009, welcomed the offer of El Salvador to host the XVII IACML in 2011; and

That the Government of El Salvador proposed as the central theme for the XVII IACML “Learning from the crisis and advancing towards building fairer labor conditions” (CEPCIDI/INF.120/11); 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) was created at the XIV IACML, held in Mexico City on September 26 and 27, 2005, for the purpose of strengthening the human and institutional capacity of labor ministries through a mechanism for integrating and disseminating knowledge and experience;


That the Government of Canada, through the Labor Program of the Ministry of Human Resources and Skills Development, contributed substantial resources to launch RIAL and to enable it to carry out most of its activities from 2006 to 2010; and that the Governments of the United States, Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico have allocated financial resources to it;

That the Buenos Aires Plan of Action, adopted at the XVI IACML in 2009, established that “the IACML renews its support for and commitment to the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL)”; and

That in the course of the meeting of the IACML working groups in 2010, the ministries of labor of the region gave their support to RIAL and decided to create a fund of voluntary contributions to continue its operations; and

RECOGNIZING:

That the Chair of the IACML, held by the Argentine Ministry of Labor, Employment, and Social Security of Argentina, took the Buenos Aires Declaration and Plan of Action to the Meeting of the G-20 Ministers held in Washington, D.C., in April 2010, where, together with other IACML members in attendance, it reiterated the consensus reached by the ministers of the Americas regarding the need to keep employment at the center of recovery from the economic crisis; 

That the political dialogue during the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor was supplemented and enriched by the cooperation and technical assistance activities of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL); 


That RIAL has succeeded in institutionally strengthening the region’s labor ministries in areas such as the design of new products or services, improvement in programs under way, definition of internal procedures, organization of training activities, and reform of laws and regulations; and

That RIAL has intensified the dialogue, cooperation, and assistance among government officials, labor and business representatives, and international organizations, such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), among others,

RESOLVES:

1. To convey its appreciation to the Government of El Salvador for its offer to host the XVI IACML from October 31 to November 1, 2011. 

2. To recognize and congratulate the Government of Argentina for its leadership as Chair of the XVI IACML and for the steps it took to bring the hemispheric consensus to the G-20 discussions.

3. To welcome the decision of the XVI IACML to designate the Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL), the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL), and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) as permanent consultative organs of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.

4. To declare its full support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration and to back the creation of a fund of voluntary contributions from the labor ministries of the region to guarantee its sustainability; in addition, to invite all governments to make contributions according to their financial capabilities.

5. To thank the Government of Canada for the considerable financial contributions that led to the creation of RIAL; to express appreciation for the funds contributed by the United States, Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina, and for the contributions in terms of experience and knowledge of all member states; and to launch an appeal to all states to continue contributing to this important mechanism for labor cooperation.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to work together with ministries of labor and with labor and business representatives to put into practice the decisions adopted by the IACML, to continue coordinating RIAL and exploring sources of financing, and to report periodically on this process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).

7. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EDUCATIONAL PORTAL OF THE AMERICAS: TEN YEARS OF 
STRENGTHENING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE 
THROUGH DISTANCE EDUCATION
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES.___ (XVI-O/11) “Educational Portal of the Americas: Ten Years of Strengthening Human Development in the Hemisphere through Distance Education;”

REAFFIRMING that Article 50 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) calls on member states to promote the use of all information media to bring about the eradication of illiteracy; strengthen adult and vocational education systems, and ensure that the benefits of culture are available to the entire population;

RECALLING that the Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in April 1998, declared that "distance education programs shall be strengthened and information networks established;”

RECALLING FURTHERMORE that in the Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, in April 2001, the development of human potential was assigned the utmost importance and the "Connecting the Americas" initiative was adopted with the aim of "mobilizing and sharing human resources to strengthen our capacities for applying information and communications technologies to human development;”

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the launch of the Educational Portal of the Americas (www.educoas.org), as a timely and essential mechanism for strengthening human development through distance education bolstered with the use of information and communication technologies, took place in September 2001 on the occasion of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in Montevideo, Uruguay;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in Bridgetown, Barbados, in June 2002, the General Assembly recognized the Educational Portal of the Americas as “a novel initiative which will contribute to expanding learning opportunities for students throughout the Hemisphere through access to high-quality distance-learning programs;” 

CONSIDERING that development of human resources is a crosscutting element of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 in force, which recognizes development of human resources as an indispensable component of partnership for development and provides that “[a]dvantage will also be taken of the different instruments provided by new information and communication technologies to benefit from distance learning, multimedia, and education by satellite systems;” and

CONSIDERING ALSO that in its 10 years of existence the Educational Portal of the Americas has imparted more than 180 distance education courses, benefiting more than 21,000 citizens of the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the contribution made by the Educational Portal of the Americas to human development in the Americas in the decade from 2001 to 2011.

2. To recognize that the Educational Portal of the Americas constitutes an original and innovative initiative that enriches our knowledge society by offering a quality education that fosters social inclusion and training opportunities through distance education for all peoples, including those situated in rural areas.

3.
To point to the work done by the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture with regard to the Educational Portal of the Americas in the decade from 2001 to 2011.

4. To reaffirm its support for the Educational Portal of the Americas as an essential strategic program for the advancement of human development and competitiveness through professional development and institutional capacity building.

5. To encourage the Educational Portal of the Americas to continue its work in support of the agenda for connectivity and so help reduce the digital divide among countries in the Hemisphere, as well as promoting access to a quality education and professional development through the use of information and communication technologies.

6. To underscore the importance of maximizing the Organization's resources and harnessing the experience gained by the Educational Portal of the Americas and, to that end, request that the General Secretariat make efforts to channel through the Educational Portal of the Americas the distance education courses that it imparts via its various organs, entities, and secretariats.

7. To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, through the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture, to promote the potential of the educational portal of the Americas and, in particular, that it advocate it and make it available to the Inter-American Committees of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI).

8. To request that the Secretary General distribute this resolution to the relevant international and regional organizations in a bid to establish partnerships and promote the Educational Portal of the Americas.

9. To request the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

10. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADAPTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESSES TO THE CIDI FRAMEWORK AND HOLDING OF THE XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XX-E/94), “General Policy Framework and Priorities:  Partnership for Development”; AG/RES. 1426 (XXVI-O/96), “Support for OAS Tourism Activities”; CIDI/RES. 17 (II-O/97) and AG/RES. 1517 (XXVII-O/97), “Sustainable Tourism Development”; CIDI/RES. 152 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1987 (XXIV-O/04) “XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2083 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises”; AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05), “XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009)”; AG/RES. 2212 (XXXVI-O/06), “Fostering the Development of Tourism”; and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations”; and CIDI/RES. 243 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2591 (XL-O/10), “The Importance of Tourism Cooperation in the Americas;

HAVING SEEN ALSO:

Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 171/10 (CLXIII-O/10) “Convocation of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”; and 

The note from the Government of El Salvador, offering to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress in San Salvador on September 29 and 30, 2011 (CEPCIDI/INF.94/10); 

CONSIDERING:


That with the entry into force of the 1993 “Protocol of Managua” amending the OAS Charter, the establishment of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in 1996, and the adoption of its Statutes, an orderly framework was introduced for convening ministerial meetings governed by uniform Rules of Procedure;


That through resolution AG/RES. 1574 (XXVIII-O/98), the General Assembly declared that “there is a need to reorient toward CIDI the dialogue currently taking place in some specialized conferences whose topics correspond to the areas of cooperation of CIDI” and, consequently, “instruct[ed] the Inter-American Travel Congress to hold its meetings at the ministerial level within the framework of the sectoral meetings of the Inter-American Council for integral Development (CIDI), in keeping with the priority of sustainable development of tourism established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 1997-2001;”


That through resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XIX-O/99), the General Assembly urged the Congresses to present to CIDI, through the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), the necessary amendments to their regulations so as to adapt their ministerial-level meetings to the existing mechanisms of the CIDI framework;

BEARING IN MIND:

That through resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XIX-O/99), the General Assembly amended the Statutes of CIDI in order to facilitate the establishment of the inter-American committees as subsidiary organs of CIDI, to enhance sectoral dialogue, and, among other functions, to support the preparation and follow-up of specialized or sectoral meetings at the ministerial level;

That through resolution AG/RES. 1811 (XXXI-O/01), the General Assembly recommended considering the establishment of an Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Tourism Development, consisting of sectoral authorities at the policy-making and technical levels;

RECOGNIZING:

That sustainable management of the tourism sector can enhance its capacity to provide important economic and social benefits that support the livelihood of families and local communities and to improve the quality of life of individuals and society;  

The importance of international and regional cooperation geared to the promotion of sustainable tourism in the Hemisphere; 

The importance of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI for the promotion of tourism cooperation programs that provide technical assistance to support the business development, to improve domestic tourism, and to stimulate entrepreneurial development of the micro, small, and medium size enterprises in the hospitality and tourism sectors, and includes, inter alia, education and capacity building components intended to encourage people to participate in activities connected with sustainable tourism development, as well as in those designed to improve tourism development overall and heritage conservation;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is the responsibility of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009, to encourage policy dialogue and include sustainable tourism development as one of its priority areas; 
That the central theme of the Congress will be “Tourism, a challenge in the face of poverty”, 

RESOLVES:

1. To thank the Government of El Salvador for its offer to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress and to convene it for September 29 and 30, 2011, in San Salvador, El Salvador.

2. To urge the Ministers and High Authorities of Tourism to participate in the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress.

3. To abolish the Organization Plan of the Inter-American Travel Congresses and establish that the Congresses shall no longer meet as an inter-American specialized conference, but rather as a sectoral ministerial-level meeting of CIDI in accordance with the CIDI Statutes.  These meetings shall convene, starting with the twentieth, as the “Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism”

4. To establish that the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress shall be governed by CIDI's Rules of Procedure.

5. To request the General Assembly to establish an Inter-American Committee on Tourism pursuant to Articles 77 and 95.c.3 of the OAS Charter, and instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to prepare its Rules of Procedure in accordance with the guidelines set by the Congress. 

6. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, through the Tourism Office to support the organization and the preparatory process of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress and to redouble its efforts to support members states in fostering sustainable tourism development.

7. To entrust the Ministers and High Authorities of Tourism, in the framework of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, with the definition of the Key Themes for partnership for development in the tourism sector within the framework of FEMCIDI.
8. To request CEPCIDI to report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, at its seventeenth regular meeting, on implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

2011:  INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF CULTURE
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2468 (XXXIX-O/09) and CIDI/RES. 226 (XIV-O/09), “2011: “Inter-American Year of Culture”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That the Heads of State and Government, meeting in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed that inter-cultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity encourage mutual understanding, which helps reduce conflict, discrimination and the barriers to economic opportunity and social participation; and 

That the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, at their Fourth Inter-American Meeting within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held in Bridgetown, Barbados, on November 20 and 21, 2008, called on our nations to reflect on the social value of investing in culture and on the ever-increasing economic potential of creative and cultural industries; and affirmed that stimulating creativity in our citizens from a young age is a strategy that not only fosters personal growth and social development, but also contributes to finding new and innovative approaches to scientific, industrial, technological, and social problems;

WELCOMING:

The outcomes of the work done by the Working Group to Prepare the Inter-American Year of Culture (IAYC), established within the framework of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), from June to October 2010;

WELCOMING ALSO:

The Strategy for the Year, agreed by CEPCIDI (CEPCIDI/doc.965/10), and developed by the above-mentioned Working Group, which identified the following objectives for the IAYC:

· Providing a platform to promote the key role that culture plays in economic, social, and cultural and human development;

· Highlighting the rich cultural diversity of the Americas;

· Promoting the development and implementation of public policies in the member states, ensuring sustainability of the outcomes of the 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture; and 

· Raising awareness of the work of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC); and

RECOGNIZING that the slogan “Our Cultures, Our Future,” which summarizes the mission statement agreed for the Year: “the Inter-American Year of Culture celebrates the many cultures in existence in the Hemisphere and recognizes the central role that culture plays in economic, social, and human development in all communities”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That on March 23, 2011, at the Joint Special Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the Inter-American Year of Culture and its web page were officially launched, and that on that occasion was reported progress made in planning and implementing the IAYC, and the symbols and media elements to serve as vehicles for identification of the Year, especially its logo, were made public;

That the General Secretariat has established, within the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture, the “Cultural Heritage of the Americas” award for the most representative cultural expressions of member states in order to highlight the variety of elements that make up the identity of the Americas, promote them as an inter-American contribution to the cultural heritage of humanity, and reaffirm the region’s presence on the world stage;

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION to the Government of Brazil and the Government of the United States of America for their substantial financial contributions to the OAS to help implement elements of the Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) that will make it possible to advance towards achieving the objectives for the IAYC, and that other States and entities are taking part by making technical and logistical contributions;

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 2468 (XXXXIX-O/09), “2011: Inter-American Year of Culture,” whereby the member states are invited “to carry out initiatives to celebrate and strengthen their cultural diversity and the artistic creativity of their peoples in the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture,”

RESOLVES:

1. To call on the member states to participate fully in the commemoration of the Inter-American Year of Culture, and to advise the OAS, through the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), of any programs, projects, initiatives, and activities they will include in the commemoration of the Inter-American Year of Culture (IAYC).

2. To urge the member states to consider specific actions to emphasize the importance of culture in the economic, social, and human development of communities and to take them into account when formulating public policies on culture, education, tourism, sustainable development, and in any other areas they deem appropriate.

3. To urge the member states to disseminate widely any policies, programs, projects, initiatives, and activities formulated and/or implemented in the context of the IAYC.

4. To express appreciation for the financial contributions of the Government of Brazil and the Government of the United States of America, and the technical contributions of other States and entities, and to encourage other States and entities to make financial and technical contributions to carry out actions that help achieve the objectives of the IAYC.

5. To instruct the CIC, with support from its Technical Secretariat, to continue coordination of the implementation of the IAYC.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, in consultation with the CIC, to consider the most appropriate way to conclude the Inter-American Year of Culture, and to disseminate its outcomes in the framework of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in April 2012.

7. To instruct the General Secretariat to present a report on the implementation of this resolution prior to the forty-second regular meeting of the General Assembly.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EXTENSION OF THE TERM OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 
PARTNERSHIP FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 2006-2009
/
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 218 (XIV-O/09), AG/RES. 2474 (XXIX-O/09), CIDI/RES. 237 (XV-O/10), AG/RES. 2583 (XL-O/10), and CIDI/RES.__ (XVI-O/11), “Extension of the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”;

CONSIDERING:


That Article 95 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) shall “[f]ormulate and recommend to the General Assembly a strategic plan which sets forth policies, programs, and courses of action in matters of cooperation for integral development, within the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly”;


That Article 29 of the CIDI Statutes further stipulates that the Strategic Plan “shall have a four-year planning target period, subject to adjustment when the General Assembly considers it appropriate”; and


That Articles 3.a and 23.c of the CIDI Statutes instruct CIDI to formulate and recommend the Strategic Plan to the General Assembly, and to examine and, if appropriate, adopt proposals for preparing and updating the Strategic Plan;

HAVING SEEN:

Resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), whereby the General Assembly resolved to adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, recommended by CIDI at its twelfth regular meeting; 

Resolution CIDI/RES. 178 (XI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”; and 

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 was extended until December 31, 2011;


That the current Strategic Plan states that “the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) shall present to CIDI, through the Permanent Executive Committee of the American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), a qualitative and quantitative report on the implementation of the Strategic Plan. That report should contain an evaluation of (a) policy implementation; (b) the results of cooperation activities, their impact, efficacy, and efficiency; (c) the use of resources; and (d) the quality of the technical cooperation services rendered”; 

That a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring numerous alternatives with a view to strengthening it; and


That significant progress has been made in strengthening CIDI, including the establishment of a transition period to put into practice the proposed structure for FEMCIDI and that major recommendations and guidelines have been received in the framework of the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of CIDI to enhance and consolidate innovative mechanisms for cooperation, in order to link them with existing and potential funding mechanisms; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Strategic Plan is essential to coordinating policies, programs, and means of action in the area of partnership for integral development, in the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly, and of mandates from CIDI and from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and scientific and technological fields; and

That a new Strategic Plan drawn up on the basis of recommendations to strengthen CIDI will help reinforce partnership for development within the Organization of American States (OAS),

RESOLVES:


1.
To extend the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 by one year, until December 31, 2012.

2. To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to present to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), before September 30, 2011, a quantitative and qualitative report on the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009.

3. To instruct CEPCIDI to begin, before October 31, 2011, based on report to be submitted by SEDI pursuant to the mandate contained in the preceding operative paragraph, the evaluation of the results achieved under the current Strategic Plan and, taking into account as well the agreements reached at that time to strengthen CIDI, begin preparation of the next Strategic Plan.

4. To authorize the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to approve, before December 31, 2012, the next Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development ad referendum of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.
5. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES 
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN Resolutions CIDI/RES. 220 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2471 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,” held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2008, and CEPCIDI/RES. 181 (CLXVIII-O/11) “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;” and 
CIDI/RES ____ (XVI-O/11) “Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,”
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, undertook to improve the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they expressed support for the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2008; 

That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas held April 17-19, 2009, “in order to foster innovation, increase competitiveness and promote social development, and taking note of the outcomes of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Mexico City in 2008,” took on the commitment “to create conditions for increasing public investment and to adopt measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society and workers. […];”

That the Heads of State and Government at the Fifth Summit of the Americas also recognized “that the benefits of a digital society should reach all citizens of the Americas.  Additionally, [they] consider[ed] that reducing the digital divide, both among and within the nations of the Americas, is one of the conditions for achieving internationally agreed development objectives, including those of the Millennium Declaration.”  They therefore renewed their “commitment to collaborate with regional, subregional and multinational agencies to advance in the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas - the Plan of Action of Quito and the Declaration of the OAS General Assembly held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in 2006 on ‘Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society,’ and we take note of the eLAC 2010 Plan of Action contained in the San Salvador Commitment of 2008.”  In addition, they called upon their “ministers and high level authorities with responsibility for information and communication technologies (ICT) and for health and education to promote the use of ICT in all those areas in which they can improve our public and private sectors and the quality of life of our people, and to seek to improve access for households and communities;” 

ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the area of science and technology has been considered as a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, and that this was confirmed in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development; 

CONSIDERING:


That it is of the utmost importance for the Hemisphere to hold at least one ministerial meeting on science and technology before the next Summit of the Americas, with a view to apprising the highest political levels of the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities on science and technology in the Americas; 
That the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) held its Sixth Regular Meeting on September 9-10, 2010 (CIDI/COMCYT-VI/doc.9/10).  At that meeting, the authorities recommended that work be continued in the following areas:  a) attract more public and private investment, and making investment attractive; b) place greater emphasis on education and training of human resources and, to this end, begin science education at an early age, in order to encourage youth to choose careers in this area.  Also, improve education within both the formal education system (high schools and universities) and the informal system (television, publications), in support of science; c) emphasize engineering with innovative and entrepreneurial components; d) create more and better links of cooperation between the public sector, private sector, and universities; e) promote greater participation of women in science, technology, and engineering; and f) promote cooperation among the countries of the region to confront common challenges, including sharing and replicating successful experiences with other countries to take advantage of synergies; 
CONSIDERING ALSO that in resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 175/10 (CLXIV-O/10) “Strengthening the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI):  Establishment of a transition period to put into practice the structure proposed for FEMCIDI,” future programming of FEMCIDI in its current modality was suspended, and a transition period was established to put into practice the proposed structure for FEMCIDI, contained in the programming flow chart (CEPCIDI/doc.963/10); and 


That under this new FEMCIDI structure, COMCyT is considering methodology to define key topics in the area of science and technology to be financed by FEMCIDI,

RESOLVES:

1. To accept with pleasure and gratitude the generous offer of the Government of the Republic of Panama to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, in Panama City on November 17-18, 2011.

2. To underline the importance of determining the key topics in the area of science and technology to be financed by the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), and to request the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) to recommend a methodology for defining them, and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider and approve such methodology as soon as possible.

3. To highlight the importance of continuing the ministerial dialogue on science and technology in the framework of CIDI and urge member states to ensure that their highest authorities in science and technology participate in that meeting. 
4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to offer the necessary support to prepare for and follow up on the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the preparatory process. 

5. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SEVENTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF 
MINISTERS OF EDUCATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 242 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES.2589 (XL-O/10), “Report of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI”, and CIDI/RES. ___ (XVI-O/11), “Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and

Resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 178 (CLXVI-O/11) “Convocation of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI;

Resolutions CEPCIDI/RES.175/10 (CLXIV-O/10) and CEPCIDI/RES. 180 (CLXVII-O/11) “Strengthening of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI): Establishment of a Transition Period Aimed at Putting into Practice the Proposed Structure for FEMCIDI”, and “Key themes for partnership for development in the Education Sector within the framework of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” respectively;

CONSIDERING:

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government recognized the importance of access to education as a core component of the fight against poverty and inequality in our countries and committed to improving both access to and the quality of basic education, recognizing that providing educational opportunities is an investment in the future of the peoples of the Americas; 


That at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on April 17-19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government recognized “that education is a lifelong process that promotes social inclusion and democratic citizenship and allows people to contribute fully to the development of society […]”; 

That at the Fifth Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government also ‘[…] called on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the OAS, specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs”; and that “[t]hese strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity”; and 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is incumbent on the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development, to foster dialogue to promote the development of education as one of its priority areas; 

That, as part of the follow-up process for the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) met in Guayaquil, Ecuador on November 9 and 10, 2010; 

That the member states have undertaken, with support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), significant work to follow-up on the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI and are engaged in preparations for the seventh ministerial meeting; and 

HAVING SEEN the note from the Permanent Mission of Suriname offering to host the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI (CEPCIDI/INF.106/10),
RESOLVES:

1. To accept with gratitude the offer by the Government of Suriname to host the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI in Paramaribo, Suriname, on March 1 and 2, 2012. 

2. To acknowledge the importance of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI as an occasion to assess the results of policy dialogue and technical cooperation carried out under the Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and to provide guidance to the CIE on adjustments or additions to its Work Plan, with the objective of supporting member States in their efforts to improve the quality and equity of their educational systems.

3. To acknowledge the progress made in putting into practice the new structure of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and specially to incorporate the education sector.

4. To highlight the importance of approving the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) projects in education under its new structure in advance of the celebration of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI.  

5. To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to expedite the preparation of the programmatic approaches for each of the selected key themes in education and to continue supporting the FEMCIDI transition period, and the Secretariat for External Relations to work under the guidance of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) and in coordination with SEDI in mobilizing additional resources and cooperation initiatives in support of the selected themes.) 

6. To call upon the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the IACD to continue working to implement the new FEMCIDI structure in the education sector..  

7. To call upon the member states to actively support  in the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI by sending their highest education authorities. 
8. To request the CIE, with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education area, and to provide regular updates on that process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI). 

9. To request Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)  to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of the activities envisaged herein shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE SECOND INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS
AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 187 (XI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2211 (XXXVI-O/06), “First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; CIDI/RES. 199 (XII-O/07), AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07), “Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; CIDI/RES. 236 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2572 (XL-O/10), “Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”, and CIDI/RES. ____ (XVI-O/11), “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and

BEARING IN MIND:


That the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 1996, instructed the OAS to coordinate follow-up on the various decisions of that Summit, and to convene the necessary meetings at the appropriate level for that purpose;

That the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas note that the ministerial meetings are producing important results in support of the mandates of the Summits process and that this cooperation should be continued;

That in the framework of the Summits process, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas have undertaken to coordinate international efforts to support sustainable development policies;


That the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas held in Trinidad and Tobago from April 17 to 19, 2009, called for the ministers and authorities responsible for sustainable development to meet in 2010, under the auspices of the OAS; and


That it is of the utmost importance for the Hemisphere to hold a ministerial meeting on sustainable development in order to bring the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities responsible for sustainable development in the Americas to the attention of the highest political authorities; and

CONSIDERING:

That in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) is responsible for promoting the dialogue on sustainable development and the environment as one of its priority areas;


That the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI was held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from November 17 to 19, 2010, with technical support provided by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI); and

That three preparatory meetings were held: the first on June 28 and 29, 2010, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS); the second in Mexico, on September 6 and 7, 2010, at which significant progress was made on the draft declaration; and the third on November 17, 2010, in Santo Domingo, to conclude the negotiations;

That a broad and inclusive process was held, which allowed the participation of civil society and other social actors, including youth and the private sector, enabling their experiences to be harnessed for the topics addressed at the meeting;

That the dialogue of the Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development focused on the theme “Toward sustainable development in the Americas” and this event offered an opportunity to follow up on the Declaration of Santa Cruz +10 and on the implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (2006–2009), as well as to discuss vulnerability in the context of sustainable development, risk management and planning, and institutional and management aspects related to climate change; and

That the Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development adopted the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas (CIDI/RIMDS-II/DEC.1/10 rev. 1) 
/ 

That the mentioned Declaration,
/ (among other conclusions extended the PIDS for the period 2010-2014, and decided to convene regular meetings of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS);and

HAVING SEEN the report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development (CIDI/RIMDS-II/doc.8/11),

RESOLVES:

1. To commend the Government of the Dominican Republic on its successful holding of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).

2. To endorse the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas (CIDI/RIMDS-II/DEC.1/10),
/  which is an integral part of this resolution.

2bis.
To urge the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) to report on progress in its process for the revision and update of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (2006-2009).
3. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to support member states in their efforts to continue the exchange of information, experiences, and best practices to strengthen the sustainable development agenda in the framework of the OAS. 

4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Department of Sustainable Development of SEDI, to work with authorities for sustainable development in implementing the measures and decisions adopted at the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, and to report periodically on this process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).

4bis.
To welcome the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20) and to reiterate the full commitment of all the countries in the region to the success of the Conference.
5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
APPENDIX

DECLARATION OF SANTO DOMINGO FOR 

THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAS
/
(Adopted during the eighth plenary session held on November 19, 2010 and

subject to review by the Style Committee)

1. WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAS, gathered in the city of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from November 17-19, 2010, on the occasion of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), reaffirm our commitment to sustainable development,

2. RECOGNIZING that human beings are at the center of concerns for sustainable development, that they are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature, and that poverty eradication is an integral part of sustainable development; 

2bis.
RECOGNIZING ALSO that Mother Earth is a common expression for the planet earth in a number of countries and regions, which reflects the interdependence that exists among human beings, other living species and the planet we all inhabit;

2ter.
RECOGNIZING that the constitutional legislative principles and jurisprudence of the member states reflect the view of each country on the relationship between human beings and nature; 
3. RECOGNIZING the different levels of development and economic, social and environmental vulnerability of the states of the Hemisphere, the wealth of their ecosystems and their biological and cultural diversity, as well as the need to work in a spirit of solidarity to ensure that strategies, policies, plans, and programs are mutually supportive and contribute to sustainable development, to the eradication of hunger and poverty and to peace and democracy in the Americas; 
4. NOTING the economic, social, and environmental benefits from the sustainable management of natural resources, including those arising from access the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge; 
4bis.
WELCOMING the decision of the United Nations General Assembly to organize a United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20), to be held in Rio de Janeiro, in 2012, and reiterating the full support and commitment of all the countries in the region to the success of the Conference, with a view to achieving a focused political document and to encouraging high level participation;

4ter. 
RECOGNIZING that tackling sustainable development challenges calls for comprehensive approaches to strengthen public-private partnerships, within our countries and at a regional level, on key issues such as sustainable production and consumption and social responsibility, to address the economic, social, and environmental aspects in a balanced manner;
CONSIDERING:

5. The regional, subregional, and international commitments adopted by member states related to sustainable development,
/ as well as those adopted by member states during the 2000United Nations Millennium Summit; 
5bis. 
That to eradicate hunger and poverty, especially extreme poverty, create dignified and decent work, and raise the standard of living of all our people, we must promote sustainable economic development and socially- and environmentally-responsible business practices, through equity, social inclusion, and active participation of all sectors, ensuring the creation and strengthening of capacity-building of the population;

5ter.
That the positive contribution of trade among our nations to the promotion of growth, employment and development depends on the continued insistence on an open, transparent and rules-based multilateral trading system; we further recognize the need for all our peoples to benefit from the increased opportunities and welfare gains that the multilateral trading system generates;
/ 

6. That the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, gathered in Port of Spain during the Fifth Summit of the Americas, renewed their support for the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (2006-2009) and gave instructions for the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development to be held in 2010, under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), with the collaboration of relevant international organizations and financial and development institutions and with the participation of the academic community and other members of civil society, in order to assess the achievements of the PIDS to date and renew or modify the it, as necessary;
7. That the Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife Preservation in the Western Hemisphere, signed in October 1940, within the framework of the Pan-American Union, has been a pioneering instrument in the establishment of national protected area systems in its State Parties, and that we commemorate in 2010 the seventieth anniversary of its signing and the International Year of Biodiversity 2010; 

8. That the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, gathered in Port of Spain during the Fifth Summit of the Americas, instructed the relevant ministers or pertinent high-level authorities, in collaboration with the specialized national, regional, and international disaster-management organizations, to strengthen cooperation within the Americas in the areas of disaster risk reduction and management. The General Secretariat has also been instructed to collaborate with member states to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015; and 
9. That the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, gathered in Port of Spain during the Fifth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed their commitment to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its objectives, 

DECLARE THAT:

10. Unsustainable production and consumption patterns result in complex challenges to sustainable development and human well being; and also, the deterioration of the goods and services provided by ecosystems has an impact on economies and on the livelihoods of the communities that depend on them and affects their capacity for resilience.
/
/
11. Poverty eradication is a fundamental goal of sustainable development, given the links between vulnerability, poverty, inequity, environmental degradation, and disasters. 

12. The importance of the commitment to reduce the loss of biodiversity in accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Millennium Development Goals and the International Year of Biodiversity 2010.

13. The integrated management of ecosystems is vital for climate change adaptation and for the social and economic well-being of all countries. Particularly of those with low-lying coastal areas such as Small Island Developing States, those of the tropical isthmus, as well as of those with fragile mountainous ecosystems or with risk of desertification and prolonged droughts

14. Member states recognize that water is fundamental for life and basic for socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability; and that integrated water management and non-discriminatory and equitable access of the population to potable water and sanitation services, contributes to the full enjoyment of life and human rights. 
14bis.
Member states, commit to continue working to guarantee the access to potable water and sanitation services for present and future generations, based on their national realities. (Paragraph to be placed after current paragraph 29)

15. Energy is essential for improving the standard of living of our peoples and that access to energy is of fundamental importance to economic growth with equity and social inclusion.
16. That deep cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases and measuring progress in mitigation is necessary in order to achieve, in the context of the negotiation process of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the ultimate goal and principles of that Convention, to protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations of humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance with our common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.
17. The Inter-American networks established within the framework of the OAS are of great relevance as tools to promote cooperation, and the exchange of experiences with respect to integrated water resources management, renewable energy, biodiversity information, disaster risk management, climate change adaptation, and environmental law and to promote synergies with other pertinent sub regional mechanisms.
*[Current paragraph 19bis to be placed here.]

18. It is important to encourage dialogue and regional cooperation, as well as public-private partnerships, inter alia, in order to consolidate the existing hemispheric mechanisms for the promotion and strengthening of policies, legislation, institutional transparency, and other mechanisms that foster equity, equal rights and opportunities, social inclusion, public participation, and sound public administration. 
19. The need to measure progress in the achievement of the sustainable development goals and commitments established in the context of the OAS. 

19bis. The need to incorporate comprehensive disaster risk management into the public agenda of the states and to promote international and regional coordination to respond, in a coordinated, effective, and efficient manner, to emergency situations.(Paragraph to be placed after current paragraph 17)
WE ADOPT THE FOLLOWING ACTION INITIATIVES:

20. To extend the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) for the period 2010-2014 and to urge the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) to initiate a process for its revision and update, taking into consideration the assessment of PIDS presented to member states and the recommendations and directions provided by this Declaration. 

21. To entrust the General Secretariat of the OAS, within the framework of its mandates, and in coordination with other entities and international organizations, with promoting the mobilization of  resources and facilitating technical assistance to advance effective implementation of this Declaration, the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), and the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10.  
22. To promote inter-American dialogue on sustainable development and convene regular meetings of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) in order to support and evaluate the execution of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), as well as to follow up on the various decisions arising out of the Summit of the Americas and this ministerial process on sustainable development.

23. To entrust the CIDS with identifying options for measuring progress made in the advancements of sustainable development processes in a comparative manner at a hemispheric level taking into account available sources of data, avoiding duplication and promoting synergies with the existing mechanisms that address this issue, as appropriate. 

24. To promote sustainable development of all productive sectors in the Hemisphere.
/
25. To  reinvigorate support for State Parties to the Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife Preservation in the Western Hemisphere in the implementation of this Convention. 
26. To promote strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of water resources and border ecosystems and the ecosystem goods and services they provide as a contribution to sustainable development.
/
26bis. To identify and develop strategies, based on an approach to ecosystems and landscapes, at different scales to build partnerships and synergies within as well as between and among countries and to make science accessible to decision makers and those who promote integrated policies for conservation and sustainable use of natural resources and climate change adaptation.  

27. To promote the sustainable use of natural resources, including cooperation and the exchange of experiences and lessons learned, promoting adaptation practices that consider the increase in hydrological and climate variability to meet the needs of the population, the productive sectors, and ecosystems. 
28. To foster and implement regional initiatives to promote the strengthening of capacities for the development of effective integrated management ecosystem policies and their adaptation to climate change. Particularly, of those with low-lying coastal area such as Small Island Developing States, those of the tropical isthmus, as well as those with fragile mountainous ecosystems or with risk of desertification and prolonged droughts.

29. To promote integrated water resource, soil, and forest management, in the context of increased hydrological and climatic variability as a fundamental tool to enable a rational and sustainable use of these resources in the agriculture and forest sectors, as well as risk reduction. 

*[Current paragraph 14bis to be placed here.]

30. To support the efforts of member states and pertinent organizations to quantify, monitor, and systematically observe water resources for planning and decision-making purposes at the local, national, and regional levels.

31. To foster improved environmental performance of productive sectors in countries of the Hemisphere, promoting sustainable production and consumption patterns, through, among others,  the establishment of public-private partnerships and the use of appropriate incentives to this end.

32. To encourage efforts toward developing cleaner, more affordable, and renewable and sustainable energy systems to promote access to energy and energy efficient technologies and practices in households and in the public and private sectors. 

33. To foster partnership in the promotion of the use of cleaner, more efficient, renewable and non-renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, and energy interconnection schemes, inter alia, through the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA), Petrocaribe, the Central American Electrical Interconnection System (SIEPAC), the Mesoamerican Energy initiative, and the Initiative for the Integration of Regional Infrastructure in South America (IIRSA), considering the needs and particular priorities of each of our countries. 

33bis.
Promote the use of means and systems of transport that make sustainable and efficient use of energy. 
34. To strengthen the capacity of member states to integrate strategic environmental assessment, risk management and vulnerability assessment in land use planning for development planning and mitigation and adaptation to climate change, contributing to the resilience of cities, communities, and ecosystems.

*[Current paragraph 39 to be placed here.]

35. To promote regional and subregional cooperation and institutional capacity-building and strengthening, and adoption at the national level of multi-hazard early warning systems, including community-centered early warning systems, making use of available information and data, knowledge, and appropriate technologies.

36. To encourage and support member states in implementing the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, to comply with the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 guidelines, oriented to reduce vulnerabilities and strengthening the resilience of communities, especially by incorporating risk reduction in public investment, the strengthening of legal and institutional frameworks, and the creation, strengthening, and national enforcement of multiple hazards building codes when appropriate. 
36bis.
To promote the adoption of relevant policies and practices and capacity building programs for the rehabilitation of ecosystems and the reconstruction of infrastructure that enhance communities’ resilience to disasters. 

36ter.
To encourage the work of the working group of OAS member states on the coordination of actions for disaster prevention, preparedness, response and rehabilitation, as well as facilitation of standards necessary to enable timely, effective, efficient and responsive delivery of humanitarian assistance and instruct the CIDS to collect and track the results of that working group. It is also proposed to strengthen the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR).

37. [Paragraph deleted]
38. [Paragraph deleted] 
38bis.
To strengthen synergies, coordination, and cooperation among the regional, subregional, and international humanitarian assistance mechanisms and initiatives, in order to optimize resources and increase our disaster management and response capabilities. 
39. To support member states, as requested, in institutional strengthening and in the design and implementation of strategies, plans, and tools for mitigation and adaptation to climate change in regional, national, sub-national, and local, as applicable, and ecosystem levels of planning for sustainable development, as well as in identifying its costs and scale of priorities including related cost evaluation and priority setting. (Paragraph to be placed after the current paragraph 34)
40. To support further dialogue and cooperation leading up to and at the XVI Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 16) and the VI Conference of Parties as Meeting of Parties of the Kyoto Protocol, to be held in the Hemisphere, in Cancun, Mexico and to support the Government of Mexico as incoming Chair of the Conferences, and express our utmost commitment to strengthen cooperation in order to reach an ambitious, inclusive, balanced, and transparent outcome under the UNFCCC pursuant to the 2007 Bali Action Plan.

41. To encourage the further development of efficient, transparent and accountable channels for delivery and mobilization of financing from public and private sources, including when appropriate, and keeping with applicable constitutional principles and national legislation, carbon markets or other modalities for the implementation of effective mitigation and adaptation actions.
/
42. To continue strengthening cooperation between Member States on matters relating to the sustainable and comprehensive management of forests, emphasizing, among others, enhanced action under the UNFCCC.

43. To continue to strengthen the exchange of information, experiences, best practices and lessons learned in member states on integrated water resources management, sustainable energy, biodiversity, sustainable land management, disaster risk management, climate change adaptation, and policies, strategies and legal and institutional frameworks on sustainable development, through inter-American networks established in the framework of the OAS on these issues

44. To continue to promote sustainable development through partnerships for development in accordance with applicable constitutional principles, national legislation and international law, in the areas of human and institutional capacity building, transfer, on mutually-agreed terms, of environmentally sound technologies, and effective mobilization of all appropriate financial resources, including new and additional resources, as  appropriate,  for, among others:
a. [deleted]

b. Developing environmental, social, and cultural valuation programs and payment or recognition for ecosystem services in the national context, when appropriate.
/ 
c. promoting initiatives for the prevention of illegal trafficking of species of flora and fauna, the conservation of migratory species, and efforts to minimize the impact of invasive alien species;

d. [deleted]

e. strengthening the management and mechanisms to exchange information on best practices for the sound management of chemicals, pollutants and waste, including the introduction of programs of public awareness; 

f. [deleted]

g. [deleted]
h. [deleted]
i. [deleted]
j. implementing multilateral environmental agreements under a synergy framework, as well as bilateral and regional agreements; and 

k. other initiatives included in the present Declaration, when appropriate. 
45. To promote the strengthening and effective application and enforcement of national environmental laws, taking into account international law and our sustainable development priorities

46. To promote citizen and public participation as a key element in the sustainable development policy decision-making process and to support member states’ efforts to implement the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development (ISP).

47. To contribute to the mainstreaming of respect for cultural values, gender equality and equity, and commitment to the Millennium Development Goals in projects and programs for sustainable development in the Hemisphere. 
48. To promote a new culture of sustainable development based on the harmony between economic, social, and environmental issues through awareness campaigns and education of the population, with emphasis on children and youth. 
48bis. To promote the participation of communities, in accordance with national legislation and realities, to foster greater social, economic, and environmental well being by facilitating financing for programs, projects, and initiatives that generate alternative sources of work and income. 
49. To recognize that the results of the virtual forum and consultations with civil society and other social actors that took place in Saint Lucia, Argentina, Costa Rica, and the Dominican Republic, as well as consultations with the private sector, have been important contributions to this Declaration

50. To express our appreciation for the hospitality and warm welcome of the people and the Government of the Dominican Republic on the occasion of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in the framework of CIDI and for the excellent leadership and organization of the meeting.

51. We, the Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development of the Americas, hereby approve the contents of this "Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas", on November 19, 2010. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES 
OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:
Resolutions AG/RES. 2081 (XXXV-O/05), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”; AG/RES. 2383 (XXXVIII-O/08), “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2472 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and AG/RES. 2568 (XL-O/10), “Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 165 (X-O/05), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”; CIDI/RES. 206 (XIII-O/08), “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; CIDI/RES. 221 (XIV-O/09), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 232 (XV-O/10), “Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI” and CIDI/RES. ____(XVI-O/11), “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”;

CONSIDERING:
That the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, instructed their ministers, especially those responsible for finance, planning and social development, to begin or consolidate a review of national social protection, inclusion, and poverty eradication programs, where necessary, in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness, reduce duplication, identify gaps at the national level, and optimize the use of resources; and 

That at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government instructed their ministers, especially those responsible for finance, planning and social development, to exchange, at the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development to be held in Colombia, experiences and best practices derived from the reviews of national social protection, inclusion, and poverty eradication programs;

That it is incumbent upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to encourage regional dialogue and cooperation activities conducive to integral development and poverty reduction; and
BEARING IN MIND:
That the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI was held on July 8 and 9, 2010, in Cali, Colombia;

That the meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development gave rise to a dialogue on strengthening social protection systems as a comprehensive strategy to combat poverty, inequity, inequality, and social exclusion in Latin America and the Caribbean, recognizing the pivotal role of the State in this effort, and seeking linkage among institutions and with civil society and community-based organizations, academia, and other private stakeholders, based on the following strategic lines: i) promoting employment and income generation, ii) strengthening food and nutritional security policies; and, iii) risk management and reconstruction of the social fabric through societal organization to reduce the vulnerability of the victims of natural disasters;
That the Ministers and High-level Authorities of Social Development reiterated the call for the Inter-American Social Protection Network to be strengthened as a mechanism of hemispheric cooperation in fighting poverty inequity, and exclusion and to foster the exchange of successful experiences and analyses of the main challenges confronting social protection and promotion strategies and that the launching and consolidation of the Network had benefited greatly from the support of member states, and, in particular, the financial assistance provided by the United States;

That it is necessary for the General Secretariat, in its role as Technical Secretariat, to continue its efforts to facilitate cooperation in the framework of the Inter-American Social Protection Network (IASPN); 

That in the framework of the Ministerial Meeting the delegations took note of the progress made in the negotiations of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action and reiterated their support of its objectives;

Also, that in the Framework of the Ministerial Meeting, Brazil was elected Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES); El Salvador and Mexico were elected to the First Vice Chair, which the two delegations shall share for a period of one year each, and Barbados was elected as Second Vice Chair; and
That the Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development adopted a communiqué (CIDI/REMDES/doc.5/10 rev. 5), which is contained in the Final Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMDES/doc.11/10),

RESOLVES:
1. To commend the Government of Colombia on the successful holding of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI.
2. To endorse the communiqué of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMDES/doc.5/10 rev. 5), which is an integral part of this resolution.

3. To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) to follow up on the decisions of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI in its Work Plan 2010-2012.
4. To instruct the General Secretariat to lend the necessary support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to CIDES in implementing its Work Plan 2010-2012 and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).
5. To accept with gratitude the offer by the Government of Brazil to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI  in 2012, made in the context of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI.
6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
APPENDIX

COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND 

HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE FRAMEWORK 

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

 OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
/ 

“Strengthening and sustaining social protection systems”
(Adopted during the Fourth Plenary Session, held on July 9, 2010)

THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Cali, Colombia, on July 8 and 9, 2010, for the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI),


RECOGNIZING the central role of the State in the fight against poverty, inequity, inequality and social exclusion;

BEARING IN MIND that, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, with a view to strengthening our efforts to reduce inequality and social disparities and to halve extreme poverty by the year 2015, our Heads of State and of Government committed to exchanging information on policies, experiences, programs and best practices. To that end they supported the establishment of the Inter-American Social Protection Network in order to facilitate that exchange;

NOTING that social protection programs based on conditional cash transfers help to address the challenges of poverty, we are also convinced that we must promote actions aimed at fostering social mobility and lowering unemployment rates and inequity by generating conditions conducive to the development of dignified and decent work opportunities and access to quality education and health as two of the principal ingredients of social inclusion.

NOTING WITH CONCERN the human, economic, social and environmental impact of recent disasters in the region, particularly the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, both for the regrettable loss of life and for the devastating consequences these catastrophes have brought upon national economies, local development and the social networks of the communities directly affected by them, especially the poorest and the most vulnerable;  

AWARE of the negative impact of crises on employment and poverty, as well as the challenges this situation poses for national efforts to reach the Millennium Development Goals, especially with regard to the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger;

WE THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT,

ASSUME the commitment to strengthen our social protection strategies to minimize the consequences of the crises and avoid, as much as possible, a fallback on the advances made in reducing poverty; in order to move forward in this area, we must strengthen and consolidate the institutions responsible for social policy and ensure the fiscal sustainability of social protection programs. Those strategies shall be guided by the experiences of integrated development models in which economic policies, productive development with employment generation, and protection and social equity programs are central components of equal priority.

REAFFIRM that social protection is an integral approach comprised of various universal and targeted policies and programs that seek to help individuals confront the various risks they face in their lifespan; and that their specific design will be determined by the conditions, needs and decisions of each member State; in that regard, we value the exchange of experiences, methodologies, results and impact of social protection programs, such as conditional cash transfers and other  intervention strategies in the framework of social protection networks.

COMMIT to enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of social protection, inclusion and poverty eradication programs and to promoting accountability and transparency mechanisms vis-à-vis citizens;  to achieve this goal, we will share our management accomplishments in this field including, when appropriate, the implementation of single beneficiary registries, strengthening evaluation and monitoring systems and budget procedures that ensure the fiscal sustainability of said programs, even under adverse circumstances or crises. 

REITERATE that poverty and inequality are multidimensional phenomena that require intersectoral and coordinated interventions in the framework of a national social development strategy. Therefore, we will continue to promote the implementation and strengthening of governmental strategies that integrate the work of various ministries and public agencies to ensure greater impact on the efforts being made to confront those challenges. Intersectoral coordination is essential to broaden the impact of a diversity of social policy interventions, including the promotion of employment and income generation, strengthening of food security policies, and prevention and protection management for communities faced with risks and vulnerabilities as a result of disasters. 

UNDERSCORE the need to strengthen coordination with inter-American, regional and subregional integration agencies and mechanisms in order to advance our shared social policy priorities.

UNDERSCORE ALSO the importance that the Inter-American Social Protection Network join its cooperation efforts to other international mechanisms devoted to the analysis and diffusion of social protection, including those belonging to the Inter-American and United Nations systems.

CALL on all sectors of society, including civil society, and non-governmental, academic, private sector and community organizations, to collaborate in providing inputs to the design and implementation of monitoring and evaluation systems of public policies that seek greater social development in our societies; and to create strategic alliances between the State and the various social groups to strengthen democracy and promote the actions needed, in a framework of shared responsibility, to confront the challenges of poverty, especially extreme poverty, inequality and vulnerability. 

TAKE NOTE of the progress made in the negotiations on the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, an instrument conceived for the purpose of guiding the efforts of our States in the areas of social, economic and cultural development. We reiterate our support of its objectives, which seek to offer all our citizens greater opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion. 

INSTRUCT the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES), with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS, to consider the following elements in its Work Plan 2010-2012:

1. To strengthen the Inter-American Social Protection Network as a mechanism of hemispheric cooperation in fighting poverty and inequity and to foster the transfer of successful experiences and analyses of the main challenges confronting social protection strategies. 
2. To continue implementing, within the framework of this Network, technical cooperation in the Caribbean through the ¨Bridge Caribbean Program,¨ the results of which are an example of partnership for development; and to report to all the members of CIDES on the outcome of the sub-regional meeting on this matter to be held in Barbados in 2010, with a view to seeking opportunities to facilitate the implementation of this cooperation mechanism throughout the region. 

3. To support the government of Haiti, especially with regard to the reconstruction of communities following the earthquake that devastated the country in January 2010, making available the cooperation mechanisms of this forum to transfer the knowledge and experiences relevant to the reconstruction process. 

4. To promote greater dialogue and more joint activities with all sectors of society, including civil society, and non-governmental, academic, private sector and other organizations, for the purpose of moving forward in the development of social protection policies and programs that are more inclusive, participatory and subject to greater accountability. 

5. To use existing mechanisms within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the OAS, to strengthen intersectoral coordination in the area of social policy. In this regard, promote the exchange of opinions and joint projects with relevant Inter-American committees and forums on topics such as promoting employment and income generation in vulnerable populations; strengthening food security policies; addressing inequalities between women and men; risk management; and reconstruction of communities  in order to reduce the vulnerability of victims of disasters. 

6. To contribute, upon request, to the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.

7. To collaborate, when appropriate, with the preparatory process for the Sixth Summit of the Americas. 

8. To prepare a report on the execution of the Work Plan 2010-2012 to be presented at the next Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK the Government of Brazil for its generous offer to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development in the framework of CIDI to be held in 2012. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

IMPROVING TRANSPARENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF 
THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)


THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,

BEARING IN MIND:  

1. That, under Article 8 of the Statutes of CIDI, the functions of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) include, inter alia, coordinating the activities of the subsidiary bodies of CIDI and receiving their reports and recommendations;

1bis. 
That in the framework of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), a process of reflection and consultation is under way regarding the mechanisms for policy dialogue within the framework of CIDI and the existing partnership for development system, exploring different alternatives with a view to strengthening it; and

1ter.
That in that context, CEPCIDI created a working group with the mandate of “considering the various options for strengthening CIDI and its organs and improving their functioning”;

2.
[Deleted - 04/26/2011] 

3. [Deleted - 04/26/2011]
CONSIDERING:

4. That through resolution CECIP/RES. 1 (XII-11), “Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination,” the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CECIP) instructed the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination of the CIP to approve by June 1, 2011, a format for reporting quarterly financial statements that includes a detailed reporting of the CIP’s expenditures in order to improve record keeping and budget creations of future activities;

5. That, through resolution CECIP/RES. 9 (XII-11), “Pilot Plan for New Procedures for Managing and Executing the Work of the Groups and Subcommittees,” the CECIP instructed the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination of the CIP to formulate the proposal for a pilot plan for new procedures for managing and executing the work of the Groups and Subcommitteesthat does not alter proper follow-up of existing plans and programs but opens up an executive track to ensure that the work of the CECIP is performed;

6.
[Paragraph placed as current paragraph 1bis. - 04/26/2011] 
7. [Paragraph placed as current paragraph 1ter. - 04/26/2011]
RESOLVES:


[New paragraph 1]  To instruct the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) to submit to the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) for approval, prior to holding meetings of the CIP and of its organs, proposed sites and dates for those meetings.

 
[New paragraph 2]  
To instruct the Secretariat of the CIP to submit to CEPCIDI the results of each meeting so that CEPCIDI may transmit them to CIDI, accompanied, when appropriate, by its observations and recommendations thereon).  


[New paragraph 3, old paragraph 1]  
To instruct the Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) to present the new format for quarterly financial reports to the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) no later than June 17, 2011.

[New paragraph 4, old paragraph 1bis.]  To instruct the CIP Secretary to review the CIP activities and propose to CEPCIDI a survey of member states with a view to informing a streamlined program of targeted activities that align with the CIP's strengths and member's priorities.


[New paragraph 5, old paragraph 2]  To instruct the Secretary of the CIP to provide CEPCIDI with quarterly financial reports using the new format no later than 30 days after the end of each quarter, starting July 1, 2011.


[New paragraph 6, old paragraph 3]  To entrust the Secretariat of the CIP with submitting to CEPCIDI a report on the implementation of resolution CECIP/RES. 9 (XII-11) no later than July 1, 2011. 


[New paragraph 7, old paragraph 4]  To instruct CEPCIDI to consider the reports requested of the Secretariat of the CIP and those for the information of the CIP, together with any recommendations it deems relevant for improving the work of the Committee.  To instruct it also to forward those recommendations to the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI for it to take them into account in its process of strengthening CIDI.

[New paragraph 8, old paragraph 4bis.]  To instruct the Secretariat of the CIP to adopt the provisions of this resolution in the preparations for the next meeting of the CIP.
[New paragraph 9, old paragraph 4ter.]  
To instruct CEPCIDI to make the amendments necessary to the Rules of Procedure of the CIP to take account of this resolution.  The Rules of Procedure shall be approved by CEPCIDI, ad referendum of CIDI.

[New paragraph 10, old paragraph 5]  To request CEPCIDI to report to CIDI at its seventeenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EXTENSION OF THE MANDATE OF THE CEPCIDI WORKING GROUP
TO STRENGTHEN CIDI AND ITS ORGANS
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 192 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 193 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08), and CIDI/RES. 228 (XIV-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms,” CIDI/RES. 244 (XV-O/10), and CIDI/RES. ___ (XVI-O/11) “Extension of the Mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs”

Resolutions AG/RES. 2303 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”, AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” and AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;

REITERATING the importance of strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its organs, as well as political dialogue and technical cooperation mechanisms, with a view to enhancing their efficiency and effectiveness;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring various opportunities with a view to strengthening it;
That, in that context, CEPCIDI established a working group charged with “consider[ing] various alternatives to strengthen CIDI and its organs and to improve their operations”;  

That the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI has been carrying out its tasks since 2008 and is making progress with its Work Plan (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.20/10 rev. 1. corr. 1), in fulfillment of which presented the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) its recommendations to strengthen the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI);  

That based on the recommendations to strengthen FEMCIDI, CEPCIDI approved resolution CEPCIDI/RES.175/10 (CLXIV-O/10) “Strengthening of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI): Establishment of a Transition Period Aimed at Putting into Practice the Proposed Structure for FEMCIDI,” through which future programming of FEMCIDI under the current modality were suspended and a transition period aimed at putting into practice the proposed structure for FEMCIDI included in the schematic flowchart (CEPCIDI/doc. 963/10) was established; 

That within the objectives of the Work Plan, it is still pending the study of new modalities of cooperation, financing mechanisms, links between the political processes, and the structure of CIDI and its organs; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT MOREOVER that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) of the Permanent Council is carrying out a prioritization and re-engineering process for the General Secretariat; and

RECALLING the importance of the work undertaken in Playa del Carmen in October 2008, and reinforced by the CIDI Specialized Meeting of High-level Cooperation Authorities through the Consensus of Bogotá, adopted in October 2009 to strengthen CIDI,


RECALLING FURTHER that the Sixteenth Regular CIDI considered innovative modalities for cooperation and financing mechanisms now in implementation in the OAS framework, providing recommendations and guidelines in order to promote and consolidate such modalities and link them with the existing and potential financing mechanisms.

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the progress made by the Working Group to Strengthen the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), extend its mandate to the seventeenth regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) so that it continue to move forward with its Work Plan (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.20/10 rev. 1. corr. 1), and request its authorities to submit its recommendations to CEPCIDI before April 30, 2012.

2. To instruct the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs to consider in its recommendations to be presented to CEPCIDI the recommendations and guidelines resulting from the dialogue during the Sixteenth Regular CIDI meeting, aimed at promoting and consolidating the innovative modalities for cooperation, so that they are linked with the existing and potential financing mechanisms.  
3. [Deleted] 

4. To request CEPCIDI that, if in considering possible courses of action aimed at strengthening CIDI, its organs, and the mechanisms for political dialogue and technical cooperation, it determines the need to make amendments to CIDI, CEPCIDI, the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI), and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), including its Statutes or the Rules of Procedure, these be approved ad referendum of the General Assembly, as pertinent.

5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  The activities identified for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EXISTING MECHANISMS FOR DISASTER PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 
AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AMONG THE MEMBER STATES
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations,” AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative,” AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States,” CIDI/RES. 245 (XV-O/10), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States,” and CIDI/RES. ___ (XVI-O/11), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”;

TAKING NOTE of the “Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action” of the Joint Working Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States (GTC/DAH-12/11 rev. 3);

ALSO TAKING NOTE of the Report prepared by the Chair on the five substantive meetings of the Joint Working Group (GTC/DAH-11/11);

HIGHLIGHTING the participation, proposals, and recommendations of the member states and of 37 experts and officials of countries, of bodies of the inter-American system, and of international, regional, and subregional agencies and organizations at five substantive meetings of the Joint Working Group; 

EMPHASIZING the need to continue assessing and, when necessary, strengthening the hemispheric mechanisms to adapt them and to bring them into line with the new realities and complexities of disasters and to the new framework for action in the international arena;

REAFFIRMING the importance of facilitating and utilizing mechanisms to further joint efforts and enlist the community and its organizations in assessing its problems and developing prevention and response mechanisms;

UNDERSCORING the advisability of implementing the guidelines arising from the Hyogo Framework of Action on public policies to continue specific risk management and emergency policies;

MINDFUL that in achieving rapid and efficient assistance to persons in disaster situations, it is essential that conflicts of jurisdiction and/or competence arising from a lack of specific legislation on disaster risk management be avoided;

CONVINCED of the importance of migration, customs, and tax agreements, among others, to facilitate the receipt, donation, or transit of humanitarian inputs in disaster or emergency situations; and

EMPHASIZING the importance of strengthening regional and subregional emergency and risk management agencies and the importance of closer ties among the inter-American system, national agencies, and subregional risk management entities, taking into account existing mechanisms and activities such as the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), the Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC), the Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Relief (CAPRADE), and the Specialized Meeting on Social and Natural Disaster Risk Reduction, Civil Defense, Civil Protection, and Humanitarian Assistance (REHU), reinforcing complementarity without duplicating efforts;

REITERATING the importance of reaching a commitment among member states that will allow the timely and effective exchange of information, tools, successful experiences, and best practices among countries, international agencies, regional and subregional institutions and organizations, social actors, and civil society entities, in respect of risk management, disaster assistance, avoiding duplication of efforts, and combining synergies of existing mechanisms in the interest of the region,

RESOLVES:

1. To embrace the “Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action of the Joint Working Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States” (GTC/DAH-12/11 rev. 3) 


1bis
To extend the mandate of the Joint Working Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States for 1 (one) additional year so that it may design an Inter-American Plan for the Coordination of Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance, to reflect, inter alia, the diagnostic and to take into account the existing national, subregional, regional, and multilateral mechanisms and agencies, in order to seek out complementarities and avoid the duplication of efforts.


1ter.
To instruct the Joint Working Group that in designing this Plan, it consider the instruments and mechanisms that exist in the inter-American sphere. 

2. To urge the member states to consider:

a. Strengthening the subregional mechanisms and their Forum on Coordination and Cooperation of Subregional Agencies for Disaster Risk Management in the Americas as key actors, to increase the level of regional coordination; (this paragraph would be relocated in the position of the current 4.bis)
abis
Strengthening national comprehensive risk management capabilities by enhancing response coordination and international humanitarian assistance; (this paragraph would be relocated in the position of the current 4.a)
ater
Informing the OAS General Secretariat, through the permanent missions of the member states, of the respective National Coordination Authorities for emergency situations in the member states with a view to increasing the levels of regional coordination;

b. Developing, in accordance with their possibilities and needs, tools to optimize humanitarian assistance processes, such as supply management, operating guidelines, manuals, etc.;

c. Promoting the International Disaster Response Laws, Rules and Principles (IDRL) of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) as a contribution to the development of internal legal structures with a view to generating action protocols, improving and adapting laws, closing gaps, and enlisting the involvement of the public, private, and community sectors; and

d. Supporting the process of regional meetings on international humanitarian assistance mechanisms, helping to prevent the duplication of efforts and focusing on building specific tools to improve regional coordination mechanisms, such as designing a compendium of regional standards, developing formal foreign ministry procedures and operating manuals for humanitarian assistance, and adopting subregional models for supply management, virtual coordination tools, recovery of traditional knowledge and practices, etc.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat:

a. To report on the status of implementation of the agreements that the General Secretariat has concluded with, inter alia, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), and the World Food Programme (WFP);

b. Making use of the installed capacity of the OAS, based on interaction among the OAS offices in the member states, the foreign ministries of the member states, and their missions to the Organization, to encourage the use of standardized systems on the problems of disasters that exist, including on the basis of requests from the relevant subregional agencies;

c. To establish and disseminate an updated registry of civil society organizations and other social actors working in the field of humanitarian assistance on which the OAS and the member states can call in the event of an emergency, based on the resources that exist within the Organization;

d. To publicize, expedite, and facilitate the work of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM); 

dbis
To activate the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) in the event of emergency situations requiring international assistance in the region; and

e. To disseminate the International Disaster Response Laws, Rules and Principles (IDRL) of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)


3bis
To instruct the Working Group that in preparing the Plan referred to in the first operative paragraph, it follow up on and take into consideration, as appropriate, the activities described in operative paragraphs 2 and 3, as well as other specialized meetings that could offer contributions.


3ter
To instruct the General Secretariat to develop a resource mobilization strategy to sustain the work of the Joint Working Group.

4. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of whose activities shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  The execution of the activities described in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

APPENDIX

ASSESSMENT AND COURSE OF ACTION SUGGESTED BY THE 
JOINT WORKING GROUP ON EXISTING MECHANISMS FOR DISASTER PREVENTION AND RESPONSE AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AMONG THE MEMBER STATES
/ 
(Agreed during the meeting held on April 28, 2011)

In compliance with the mandate issued in AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09) to conduct an “assessment of existing legislative and coordination mechanisms in the natural disaster and humanitarian assistance areas, which takes into account coordination efforts that can be made by the Organization and considers the advisability of updating said mechanisms, presenting a proposal for action … ,” the Joint Working Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance Among the Member States wishes to present the following assessment and course of action, conducted on the basis of meetings held by the Joint Working Group throughout 2010.

ASSESSMENT:

It was observed that, in some cases, there is a need to strengthen national capacities in disaster prevention and response and international humanitarian assistance related to:
(a)
Public policies: 
· The advisability of implementing the guidelines arising from the Hyogo Framework of Action on public policies to provide continuity to specific risk management and emergency policies.

(b)
Regulation and legislation: 
· The lack of specific laws on disaster risk management.

· The existence of conflicts in jurisdiction and/or competence in management of international humanitarian aid.
· Difficulties in managing aid processes, due in particular to the delays created by excessive bureaucratization.

· The lack of agreements between member states on migration, customs, and tax, among others to facilitate the receipt, donation, or transit of humanitarian inputs in disaster or emergency situations.

(c)
Coordination/institutionality
· To have up-to-date registries of governmental and nongovernmental actors working in disaster situations.

· To tailor and adapt existing coordination mechanisms to national or regional realities.
· To have shared standard operating procedures among states to expedite humanitarian aid. 

· The need to strengthen regional and subregional emergency and risk management agencies and the importance of closer ties between the inter-American system, national agencies, and subregional risk management entities, taking into account existing mechanisms and activities such as: the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency–CDEMA; the Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America—CEPREDENAC; the Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Relief--CAPRADE; and the Specialized Meeting on Social and Natural Disaster Risk Reduction, Civil Defense, Civil Protection, and Humanitarian Assistance–REHU), strengthening the concept of complementarity, without duplication of efforts.

· The need for reliable sources of information and standard protocols to facilitate swift, timely, and efficient action both when humanitarian assistance is offered and when it is requested.

SUGGESTED COURSE OF ACTION:

In view of the comments, assessment, and proposals made during its meetings, the Working Group offers the following action proposal: 

· Extend the mandate of the Joint Working Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance for 1 (one) additional year so that it may design an Inter-American Plan for the Coordination of Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance based on the assessment and taking into account the existing national, regional, subregional, and multilateral mechanisms and bodies in order to seek complementarities, avoiding duplication of efforts.
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�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.478/11 rev. 3 corr. 1.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.485/11 rev. 3.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.486/11 rev. 2


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.475/11 rev. 3.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.490/11 rev. 1.


�. 	The Government of Venezuela reiterates the content of its reservations to the FTAA formulated in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summit of the Americas (paragraph 15 of the Declaration of Quebec City and paragraph 6-A of the Plan of Action; and paragraph 12 of the Declaration of Nuevo León), as well as in resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas,” and previous resolutions with the same title.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.487/11 rev. 2.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.481/11 rev. 1.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.482/11 rev. 2.


�. 	Document previously distributed as CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.477/11 rev. 3.


�. 	The Plurinational State of Bolivia places on record that it is not party to the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, adopted in Santo Domingo, because the Declaration seeks to place a commercial value on environmental services and to develop carbon markets and because it does not reflect, in a balanced way, the positions of all the OAS member states. The Plurinational State of Bolivia considers that no monetary value can or should be attached to functions performed by nature; much less should they be the object of a market.


�. 	The Plurinational State of Bolivia places on record that it is not party to the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, adopted in Santo Domingo, because the Declaration seeks to place a commercial value on environmental services and to develop carbon markets and because it does not reflect, in a balanced way, the positions of all the OAS member states. The Plurinational State of Bolivia considers that no monetary value can or should be attached to functions performed by nature; much less should they be the object of a market. 


�. 	The Plurinational State of Bolivia places on record that it is not party to the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, adopted in Santo Domingo, because the Declaration seeks to place a commercial value on environmental services and to develop carbon markets and because it does not reflect, in a balanced way, the positions of all the OAS member states. The Plurinational State of Bolivia considers that no monetary value can or should be attached to functions performed by nature; much less should they be the object of a market.


�. 	Documento distribuido como documento CIDI/RIMDS-II/DEC.1/10.


�.	The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 (Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development); the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 1996 (Declaration and Plan of Action);; the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg in  2002 (Declaration and its Plan of Implementation); the First Meeting of Ministers of Sustainable Development in the framework of CIDI, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 2006 (Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (2006-2009)); the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, Hyogo in 2005 (Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015); the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain in 2009 (Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain); Programme of Action for the  Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and Mauritius Strategy for the Further  Implementation of the Programme of Action for the  Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, among others, as applicable.


�. 	The Delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela does not support this paragraph as they believe that market liberalization in its current form does not speak to the interests of the peoples of the world, and widens the inequality and social inclusion divides. We propose a reorientation of the international trading system towards a multilateral trading system that is more just and equitable and incorporates the principles of solidarity, cooperation, complementarity, and respect for the sovereignty of peoples.





�. 	The Eastern Republic of Uruguay, the Republic of Guatemala, and the Republic of Colombia believe that soil degradation is recognized as one of the major challenges to the environment and sustainable development worldwide for the twenty-first century and, in particular, for countries of the Americas whose economies are based on agricultural production.


�.	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela places on record its reservation to the inclusion of the term “goods and services” in paragraphs 10 and 26, and to paragraph 44, subparagraph b, which reads “developing environmental, social, and cultural valuation programs and payment or recognition for ecosystem services,” as it believes that their intent is to make nature and the environment market objects and tradable goods.





�. 	The Eastern Republic of Uruguay believes that integrated land use approaches that incorporate a conservation perspective and sustainable use of biodiversity into the process of land use and soil management planning should be promoted.
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�. 	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expresses its reservation to the contents of paragraph 41 and, accordingly, issues the following explanation: Carbon markets are not part of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and we therefore categorically reject the attempt by some countries to use carbon markets, thus distorting the spirit of the Convention in order to provide, furthermore, sources of financing for mitigation and adaptation efforts of developing countries, since funding commitments are from states and must therefore come from public funds. Our national position, and that of a number of developing countries, has been that markets cannot be created under the Convention as said legal instrument has no provision for them.
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