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RESULTS ON THE ELECTRONIC CONSULTATION FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF KEY THEMES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR THE SPECIAL MULTILATERAL FUND OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (FEMCIDI)

(Document prepared by the Development Programs and Projects Management Section, and includes the results on the electronic consultation as of June 24, 2011)

The Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) is an innovative non-reimbursable technical cooperation mechanism designed to help translate political priorities of OAS Member States into concrete action. Established in 1997, FEMCIDI entered a transition phase in 2010 with a view to adopting a new Programmatic Structure designed to strengthen ties between political mandates and cooperation activities and achieve greater impact at the Hemispheric Level. 

In this context, representatives of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology COMCYT were invited by its president Mr. Ruben Berrocal, National Secretary of Science and Technology of Panama to identify by electronic consultation the Science and Technology Key Themes which will form the basis for all Cooperation to be financed through FEMCIDI from 2011 until 2014.  The responses of the Member States were collected and validated at the COMCYT Authority Meeting that took place on June 24, 2011 in Washington, D.C.

The themes proposed correspond to the mandates of the Plan of Action of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology (REMCYT II), and the recommendations of the VI COMCYT Meeting and the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 (in effect until 2012). 

Below is the list of the key themes submitted to the COMCYT Representatives for selection:

1. 
Strengthening national quality infrastructures, with emphasis on metrology, to ensure competitiveness of micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) 

2.  
Promoting improvements in science and engineering education to foster innovation, entrepreneurship and competitiveness (including technology parks and business incubators for MSMEs)

3.  
Promoting innovation in biotechnology and food security with emphasis on supply chain management

4. 
Promoting specialized networks and the popularization, dissemination and appropriation of science and technology  

The results on the Electronic Consultation were the following:

As a result of the electronic consultation the Secretariat received response from of 21 COMCYT representatives (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, St Kitts & Nevis, St Vincent & the Grenadines, United States, Uruguay y Venezuela), distributed as follows:

	Theme
	Theme 1
	Theme 2
	Theme 3
	Theme 4

	Points
	10
	17
	5
	9
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