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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR REPORTING THE NEW PROPOSED DATE FOR THE XVII IACML AND ENCLOSING THE PROPOSED AGENDA
PERMANENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR

TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Note 097/2011


The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Department of Social Development and Employment of the General Secretariat and is pleased to address the matter of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, to be held in El Salvador this year.


In connection with that event, it is pleased to enclose a copy of the note from the Minister of Labor and Social Welfare, Dr. Victoria Marina Velásquez de Avilés, to the Secretary General, Dr. José Miguel Insulza, indicating that the new date proposed for that meeting is October 31 to November 1, 2011. 


Also enclosed is the proposed agenda, which includes the event’s theme–“Learning from the Crisis and Working for the Construction of Fairer Conditions at Work”–for the consideration of the Conference’s member states.


The Permanent Mission of El Salvador avails itself of this opportunity to renew the Department of Social Development and Employment of the General Secretariat of the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 31, 2011

To:

General Secretariat

Department of Social Development and Employment

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

MINISTRY OF LABOR AND SOCIAL WELFARE

SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR, C.A.

San Salvador, March 24, 2011

Doc. DM No. 123/2011

Doc. DRIT No. 270/2011

His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General 

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:

I have the honor of addressing you in connection with the 17th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) of the OAS, which El Salvador is to have the distinction of hosting this year. 

In accordance with our communication of September 2, 2010, and Resolution 172 of 2010 of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the aforesaid conference was to take place on September 21, 22, and 23, 2011. However, a conflict has arisen with the dates of the Meeting of Labor Ministers of the G-20, to be held on September 26 and 27 in Paris, France, with a preparatory meeting on September 23. That clash of dates places the region’s Ministers involved in both events in a complicated situation.

In consideration whereof, in deference to the five American nations involved with the G-20, and trusting that their ministers will be with us at the 17th IACML, the Ministry I head has decided to propose a new date for the Conference. In addition, we have decided that the event will have a duration of two days. The new date proposed by El Salvador is October 31 and November 1, 2011. 

Finally, I wish to reiterate that for us it is a great honor and privilege to host this conference, which we hold to be an essential forum in building consensus and defining actions for the region’s labor priorities. The occasion of the IACML and the agreements we reach will continue to ensure progress toward fairer, more decent conditions for millions of workers in the Americas.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration and esteem.


GOD UNION LIBERTY


signature / seal


Dr. Victoria Marina Velásquez de Avilés


Minister of Labor and Social Welfare

Proposal of the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare of El Salvador 
for the theme and topics of the 
XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) of the OAS

(The theme and subtopics will be basis for the IACML’s Agenda and Declaration)

THEME: LEARNING FROM THE CRISIS AND WORKING FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF FAIRER CONDITIONS AT WORK

Topic 1 – Lessons learned from the economic crisis:  Strengthening the labor ministries, social dialogue, and social protection

(Intended to follow up on the Declaration of Buenos Aires, the theme of which was “Facing the Crisis with Development, Decent Work, and Social Protection”)

1.
The importance of articulating economic, labor, and social policies in creating and preserving jobs

2.
Strengthening the labor ministries as a key tool for decent work:  labor inspection and actions against informal labor; professional training; employment services.

3.
Social dialogue and collective bargaining in economic recovery.

4.
Progress toward a universal social protection platform.

Topic 2 – A necessary step toward equal opportunities in the working world:  gender equality and better conditions of accessibility for vulnerable groups
1.
The need to strengthen the gender perspective in labor and employment policies.

2.
Creating policies to eliminate discrimination, harassment of women, violence, and earnings differentials.

3.
Promoting greater balance between men and women, in work and family responsibilities.
4.
Improving the capacities of young people and their opportunities for access to the world of work.

5.
Creating policies and opportunities for access to decent work by all vulnerable groups: migrant workers, people with disabilities, young people, and others.

Topic 3 – Child labor: an obstacle to the comprehensive development of societies

1.
Progressing in pursuit of the goals of the Summits of the Americas and the various treaties combating child labor.
2.
Focusing on children and adolescents from a human rights perspective.

3.
International strategies and best practices for eradicating child labor.

4.
Strengthening the initiatives undertaken by labor ministries for eradicating child labor and greater coordination with the agencies responsible for regulating and protecting the rights of children and adolescents.
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