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RESULTS OF THE SECOND EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON CULTURE FOR THE DEFINITION OF KEY THEMES OF CULTURE FOR THE SPECIAL MULTILATERAL FUND OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (FEMCIDI)

(Document prepared by the Development Programs and Projects Management Section, and Department of Human Development Education and Culture
The Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) is an innovative non-reimbursable technical cooperation mechanism designed to help translate policy priorities of OAS Member States into concrete action. Established in 1997, FEMCIDI entered a transition phase in 2010, adopting a new Programmatic Structure designed to strengthen ties between political mandates and cooperation activities to achieve greater impact at the Hemispheric Level. 

In this sense, during the II Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter American Committee on Culture (CIC), held in Washington DC on December 6-7, 2010, delegates were invited to pre-select two key themes on culture which will form the basis for all cooperation activities to be financed by FEMCIDI from 2011 until 2014.  It was agreed that these themes should closely correspond to the activities in the two pillars on which the CIC work plan is based (CIDI/CIC/doc.5/10). These are:  (i) Building Institutional Capacity and Creative industries: Increasing Economic Growth and Promoting Development through Culture, and (ii) Promoting Social Inclusion:  Culture as a tool for Youth Engagement and Promotion of Inter Cultural Dialogue. These results would have been reviewed during the Ministerial Meeting programmed for the first semester of 2011, which has been deferred.
Taking into consideration that a definite date has not yet been scheduled for the Ministerial Meeting, and that funding for the area of Culture is available, CIC Authorities recommended, via teleconference held on July 5, 2011, that the two themes listed below be approved in order to begin the FEMCIDI Programming cycle as soon as possible.  
The selected key themes closely correspond to the activities in the two pillars on which the CIC work plan is based, and as such, fully represent the consensus reached during the II Extraordinary Meeting of the CIC: 
1. Increasing economic growth and promoting development through culture 
2. Promoting social inclusion through culture
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