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The mission of the OAS scholarship programs remains to provide access to quality higher education for citizens of the hemisphere. There is not one scholarship program that delivers everything. The trend towards reduced financing from the Regular fund has had a serious impact on the traditional program. We have determined that sustainability is found in diversification. This is the reason DHDEC/OAS branched out to the PAEC program, has developed partnerships in a leadership role in the area of ICTs in education and  are exploring a loan program We need different products to offer citizens. PAEC is the program which takes the OAS into the 21st century.

	Academic and Professional Development Scholarship Program (PDSP)
	Partnership Program for Education and Training (PAEC)

	Country of study: Academic: students must study in a member state

PDSP: students study in a member or observer state
	Country of study: Academic & PDSP: students may study in a member or observer or non-observer state, depending on where DHDEC/OAS obtains a favorable partnership

	OAS financial contribution:

Academic: The OAS financial contribution per scholarship can be up to$60,000, & can include travel, tuition, health insurance, subsistence, books.

PDSP: OAS contributes or travel or up to 50% of the cost of an online course
	OAS financial contribution:

Academic & PDSP: The OAS financial contribution may supplement tuition or subsistence or books or travel, etc. For PAEC 2011, the OAS contribution did not exceed 30% of total costs for an individual scholarship.

	Grantee financial contribution: Academic: depending on country of study, the OAS scholarship covered between 60% - 90% of the student’s costs.

PDSP: Covered 100% of costs, not including incidentals
	Grantee financial contribution: Academic & PDSP: Depending on the individual scholarship, students and parents may need to seek complementary resources (other scholarships or loans) to combine with the PAEC scholarship as they may have to make a larger financial contribution.

	Length of scholarship: Academic: programs may not exceed 2 academic years + an exceptional extension of no more than 4 months, regardless of degree being pursued

PDSP: Up to 1 year
	Length of scholarship: Programs, particularly online, may exceed the 2 year limit: a) consideration of work/life priorities for online studies as proposed by DHDEC to the CEPCIDI b) consideration of immersion language studies courses prior to commencement of subject-matter

	Nature of studies: up to 2 years towards a Masters, Ph.D; B.A./B.S. (last 2 years); post-university professional development.
	Nature of studies: Research or studies leading to a degree, diploma, certificate at the level of: Masters, Ph.D; B.A./B.S.; post-university professional development; post-secondary vocational/technical . May include up to 4 years for undergraduate studies or up to 4 for Ph.D, depending on the partnership terms.

	Modality:

Academic: self-placed (student is admitted to university of his choice) or OAS-placed (student placed by the OAS in university belonging to the OAS consortium or where the OAS has negotiated placement)


	Modality:

Academic: Combination self-placed/OAS placed. Student must be admitted to the program of study being offered by OAS’s partner institution before being considered for the OAS scholarship in most cases. Scholarships are only for studies at institutions or with governments with which the OAS has a partnership 

	Partner institutions:

Academic: Foundations, governments, or public or private recognized higher education institutions which have signed a formal agreement to belong to the OAS Consortium of universities
	Partner Institutions: May include foundations, governments or public or

private recognized post-secondary or higher education institutions  which prefer ad-hoc agreements. These institutions offer a specific number of scholarships for a specified number of fields of study for a particular academic period agreed upon through a memorandum of understanding rather than a formal agreement. This allows both parties to “test” the partnership.

	Minimum tequirements:

Academic: OAS suggests/requests minimum standards for applicants. Pre-selected candidates for OAS-placed scholarships which are received by the OAS may not meet these. Self-placed candidates have already been admitted to the university
	Minimum requirements: Partner institutions set the minimum requirements for entry into the programs. Admittance to the individual program of study prior to being considered for the joint scholarship is mandatory in most cases.



	Criteria for scholarship selection:

Academic & PDSP: those set out in the Manual of Procedures
	Criteria for scholarship selection: Those determined by the partner institution plus the major criteria contained in the OAS Manual of Procedures, in particular, a transparent selection process, strong academic qualifications, geographic distribution, a commitment for the student to return to  his country to help in its development

	Geographic distribution: country of study:

Academic: No more than 40% of graduate students may study in any one member state.
	Geographic Distribution: country of study. PAEC includes academic, professional development and technical programs, not just graduate academic studies. The program goal is to obtain as many quality scholarships as possible. Some member states may be in a position to offer more than others. Block grants will make for a more efficient program. Under PAEC, programs in some countries in the southern hemisphere may come closer to reaching 40% than those in the Northern Hemisphere



	Geographic distribution: citizens of member states
Academic & PDSP: Distribution in the broadest and most equitable way possible for the benefit of all member states giving due consideration to factors affecting equitable distribution of scholarships among member states and effectiveness of the OAS Program of Scholarships and Training.”

	Geographic distribution: citizens of member states
Academic & PDSP: PAEC will seek to follow the guideline of the Manual, “giving due consideration to factors affecting equitable distribution of scholarships among member states and effectiveness of the OAS Program of Scholarships and Training.” Equitable distribution will be affected by:  1) the quantity and quality of scholarship offers the OAS can attract 2)  the language of instruction and 3) the interest of students in each member state in the scholarship programs being offered. OAS cannot guarantee the same number of scholarships per country. However, OAS will seek programs with intensive language training for extended south-south cooperation. OAS will increase dissemination of the PAEC in those countries where traditionally there are fewer candidates.

	 Priority areas: priorities established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 
	Priority areas: Programs of study offered by partner institutions may include those which are priorities for the entire GS/OAS, in addition to those contained in the Strategic Plan for Partnerships for Development.

	Number of selection and award competitions:

Academic: one per year

PDSP: 1-2 competitions to select sponsoring institutions and up to 80 selections for scholarships for courses
	Number of selection and award competitions:

Academic & PDSP, Vocational: multiple, depending on the number of partners.

	Timeframes: Academic: more than a year can go by from the time a student applies to the scholarship to the time he/she begins his/her studies.
	Timeframes: The time period for 1) researching, seeking, negotiating & signing agreements with institutions, 2) advertising the offerings, 3) selecting students and 4) the students starting their studies is shorter. With PAEC, students normally begin studies in the same year the scholarship is announced (or within six months of the announcement)

	Deadlines:

Academic: GS/OAS must notify the ONE if the application is incomplete after the deadline & give 15 days to the ONE to complete the application or find a replacement candidate
	Deadlines: insistence by partner institutions that ALL documents and exams be submitted by the deadline set by the institution in the announcement



	Administration of grantees: 

Academic: financial administration and academic monitoring performed by a third party administrator paid from the OAS scholarship RF
	Administration of grantees: the partner institutions (universities, centers) carry out the financial administration & academic monitoring. DHDEC/OAS monitors the partner institutions & periodic monitoring of the grantees.

	Role of the ONE

Academic & PDSP: assist in publicizing the programs. Receive and forward applications. Ensure that applications are complete, candidates meet eligibility requirements & are presented within deadlines
	Role of the ONE:

Assist in publicizing the programs. Help identify governmental, public or private institutions which would be interested in partnering to offer scholarships with the OAS. Identify & communicate to the OAS those area degree and certificate programs which are a priority for the country so that the OAS can seek partnerships to address those priorities 
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