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PRESENTATION BY AMBASSADOR HÉCTOR VIRGILIO ALCÁNTARA, 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC OF THE 
PRELIMINARY DRAFT AGENDA AND PRELIMINARY DRAFT ANNOTATED 
AGENDA OF THE “SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL 
AUTHORITIES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF CIDI,” TO BE HELD IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
(Delivered during the meeting held on March 30, 2010)
/
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

The Dominican delegation is pleased to present the Draft Agenda and Draft Annotated Agenda for the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, to be held in Santo Domingo, in the Dominican Republic, from October 6 to 8, 2010. 

The keynote topic that the Government of the Dominican Republic has proposed for this meeting is: “Toward Sustainable Development: The Challenges of Climate Change and Risk Management in the Americas.” 
Our country is committed to sustainable development, a goal reflected in the new Constitution of the Republic, adopted on January 26, 2010, which establishes the right to protection of the environment.

Furthermore, environmental sustainability and adaptation to climate change form part of the four pillars of the proposed National Development Strategy for 2010-2030, a strategy now under discussion and negotiation that will subsequently become law and guide public policy planning and implementation.  

We share the view that complete human well-being presupposes the existence of a healthy environment. That in turn requires joint efforts that can only be effectively agreed upon in forums such as that provided by the Organization of American States. 

The Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development is an appropriate follow-up to the agreements reached by the Ministers of Sustainable Development in 2006, and by the Heads of State and Government in the framework of the Fifth Summit of the Americas. 

It is a follow-up that seeks to address emerging challenges in this area by focusing dialogue on climate change and risk management, topics that pose common challenges and opportunities for our countries. 

Our authorities hope that discussion of these topics at the ministerial meeting will make it possible to identify priorities on the hemispheric agenda established in previous commitments and help pave the way toward sustainable development in the region.  

Under item 1 of the agenda – Vulnerability in the framework of sustainable development – the ministerial dialogue will focus on current vulnerability in the Americas, its ties to increasing climate variability, and challenges to ecosystems and their services, as well as to mounting pressures on energy, infrastructure, and sectors dependent on water, such as agriculture and tourism, in accordance with economic models, climate change scenarios, and vulnerability assessments.  It will also take into account that poverty has a multiplier effect on vulnerability. 
Likewise, consideration will be given to the emerging challenges of seismic activity, as dramatically highlighted by the recent catastrophic earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.

Item 2 addresses Risk Management in Planning. Discussion under this item will consider best practices in risk management in the framework of the dangers of climatic origin. Special attention will be paid to innovative risk-management strategies, instruments, and mechanisms, such as those that help society adapt to climate change through the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and through ecological services. 

The meeting will consider capacity-building to improve risk management through land-use management, the development, implementation, and enforcement of building codes and building standards, quality guarantees, and planning and land use in rural and urban settlements.  The institutional and legal challenges associated with risk management will also be considered. 

Under item 3 – Institutional and governance aspects of adaptation to climate change – the ministerial meeting will serve as a forum for the countries to exchange experiences on their policy strategies for adapting to climate change. 

The ministers are expected to address the challenges inherent in the implementation and development of strategies in such areas as financing, risk transfer, decentralization, and public participation, and to consider conflict prevention through programs to support respect for cultural values and heritage, poverty reduction, promotion of gender equity, and implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. 

The ministers will also discuss the necessary institutional and legal frameworks for the successful implementation of those policies, programs, and strategies, and will consider support for ongoing exchanges in these areas, as well as in the area of public-private partnerships through the OAS and other organizations.

Preparatory work for the meeting has begun at the national level in the Dominican Republic, with the formation of an Interagency Working Committee, presided over by the Ministry of Economy, Planning and Development. 

This Committee will carry out local activities in which the ministries and the institutions responsible for sustainable development in the country will participate, in order to take advantage of the synergies between the preparatory work at the hemispheric level and efforts at the country level.

Ambassadors and Alternate Representatives: 

We are also presenting a timetable for the preparations for this important meeting. In this timetable, we have sought to take full advantage of the technical meetings already scheduled by the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, so that the preparatory process helps us to follow up on the commitments of the Summits of the Americas, benefit from technical inputs, receive recommendations from civil society organizations, and provide necessary opportunities for negotiating the document that will emerge from the ministerial meeting. 

The preparatory activities will be divided into three categories:

1. Preparatory meetings of the pertinent political bodies to obtain consensus on the Draft Declaration to be considered by the Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Sustainable Development as the outcome of the Ministerial; and technical meetings to obtain input that could potentially contribute to the preparatory process. 

2. Meetings to obtain input from civil society organizations.

3. Parallel activities to raise awareness among different segments of the population regarding the importance of the theme of the Ministerial Meeting (contests, etc). 

We will begin to receive inputs to be considered for the Draft Declaration at the Hemispheric Encounter on National Mechanisms and Networks for Risk Reduction, to be held in Santa Marta, Colombia, from April 13 to 16, 2010.  

And three preparatory meetings are planned. The first will be held from June 21 to 25 in a place to be decided. That meeting will include a presentation of the format of the ministerial, consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda, and the receipt of recommendations on priorities and lines of action. It will also begin to review the Draft Declaration, which we hope to distribute by May 21.


The second preparatory meeting would be take place September 1st and 2nd, in a place to be decided, to continue to review the Draft Declaration, the Schedule, and the list of proposed speakers.

The third would be held in Santo Domingo, on October 6, to consider procedural matters (election of the President, constitution of the Style Committee, etc.) and miscellaneous matters. Any pending questions in the Draft Declaration would be resolved at that time.

The Department of Sustainable Development of SEDI will hold a series of consultations with representatives of civil society organizations, the private sector, and other actors to receive comments and recommendations on the subject and on the Draft Declaration, which will be transmitted to the preparatory meetings and the Meeting of Ministers.  

Three subregional consultations will be held (Caribbean, South America, and Mesoamerica). 

As part of the parallel activities to make other population sectors aware of the importance of the subject of the ministerial, consideration is being given to holding a competition to select the logo for the Second Meeting of Ministers and an essay contest for young people on the topic of the meeting.

Mr. Chair, distinguished delegates:

The Dominican Republic is opening its doors to the ministers of the Hemisphere, with the firm intention to promote greater understanding of effective policies for managing the risks associated with climate changes, further the implementation of those policies, and ensure the sustainable development of our countries.  

We are counting on the collaboration of the other delegations to make this event a success.

Thank you very much.
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�. 	This document includes modifications to the original speech in order to match the draft calendar of activities in preparation to the Ministerial Meeting CEPCIDI/INF.92/10 add. 1.





