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At its meeting of March 17, 2008, the General Committee of the Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Organization of American States (OAS) conferred on my government, represented by myself, the high honor of occupying the post of Rapporteur for the work done during the meetings of this Committee. 


In that capacity, I am pleased to present the report on the work done by the General Committee at said Meeting.
/
I. INTRODUCTION

At its first session, held on Monday, March 17, 2008, the plenary of the Meeting installed the General Committee and elected as its Chair the Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres. 
II. PROCEEDINGS

At its first session, the General Committee began its work in accordance with the order of business, document RC.25/CG 1/08.
1. Election of officers
In accordance with the provisions of Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Meeting, the Commission elected its Vice Chair and Rapporteur.
· Election of Vice Chair
The Permanent Representative of Grenada, Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, nominated as Vice Chair the Alternate Representative of Canada, Counselor Douglas Fraser, who was elected by acclamation, at the request of the Alternate Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Luis Menéndez-Castro.
· Election of Rapporteur
Subsequently, the meeting elected by acclamation the Permanent  Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, who had been nominated by the Permanent  Representative of Uruguay, Ambassador María del Luján Flores and seconded by the Alternate Representative of Canada, Counselor Douglas Fraser.
2. Consideration of the draft resolution of the Meeting of Consultation (RC.25/CG 2/08)

The meeting heard interventions by the delegations of Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Grenada, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and United States, as well as a presentation by the Secretary General of the Organization, José Miguel Insulza.  All are transcribed verbatim in the corresponding minutes of this Committee.
/  To be noted, however, was the willingness of the Heads of State and Government of the Rio Group to recognize the Santo Domingo declaration as governing the guidelines and lines of action in connection with the matter.
The Chair indicated a need for a position common to all regarding the base document for negotiations, acknowledging that there would surely be suggestions and modifications in the consensus-building process.  Accordingly, he proposed beginning work by considering the document “Draft Resolution for the Meeting of Consultation” (RC.25/CG 2/08) and that, during the deliberations, consideration be given to proposals that had been presented by other member states as well as those that might be presented during the debate.
The Secretary General explained in detail the content of the above-mentioned document.  After a lengthy debate, and since agreement was not reached on the text to be used as the basis for negotiations, nor on the proposed work method, the Commission decided to form a working group, composed of the delegations of Colombia, Ecuador, Canada, and Mexico, the OAS Secretary General, the Chair and Vice Chair of the Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and the Chair and Rapporteur of this Committee, with a view to rapprochement of positions and a review of existing proposals.
As a result of the informal meetings held and the progress made by the working group formed by the Committee, it was not necessary to convene the General Committee for a second session.
On a personal note, I wish to convey to all delegations our recognition and appreciation of the efforts and tireless collaboration in the tasks assigned.  I also wish again to express my appreciation to the members of the General Committee for entrusting me with the task of serving as its Rapporteur.

Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya

Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS

Rapporteur of the General Committee
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