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Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to inform you that the Government of Colombia has decided to submit the following draft resolution for the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, to be held on March 17, 2008, in Washington, D.C.
Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 17, 2008

His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR ECUADOR AND COLOMBIA TO STRENGTHEN
BORDER SECURITY AND FIGHT TERRORISM

(Presented by the delegation of Colombia)

THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 

NOTING resolution CP/RES. 930 (1632/08), adopted by Permanent Council at its special meeting of March 5, 2008;

RECALLING resolution CP/RES. 837 (1354/03) and its condemnation of terrorist acts committed by the FARC;

RECALLING ALSO the Declaration of the Special Conference on Security on the Situation in Colombia (CES/DEC. 3/03 corr. 1);

REAFFIRMING ALSO United Nations Security Council resolution 1373 (2001);

HAVING received the report presented by the Secretary General on behalf of the Commission constituted to visit the Republic of Ecuador and the Republic of Colombia; 

NOTING the proposed formulas contained in the above-mentioned report for bringing the two nations closer together;

TAKING NOTE of the Declaration of the Heads of State and Government of the Rio Group on the recent events between Ecuador and Colombia, adopted on March 7, 2008, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic;

REAFFIRMING the principles and other provisions contained in the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States;
RECALLING the resolutions and declarations of the Organization of American States related to the fight against terrorism and the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism;

REAFFIRMING the concept of multidimensional security adopted in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, which states among other things, that the security of the states of the Hemisphere is affected in different ways, by traditional threats and by new threats, concerns, and other challenges of a diverse nature;

REAFFIRMING ALSO our unwavering commitment to continue the fight against terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and to combat transnational organized crime, the global drug problem, corruption, asset laundering, illicit trafficking in arms, and the connections between them; and reiterating its readiness to adopt specific measures to deepen hemispheric cooperation and coordination in the fight against these new threats, in the framework of mechanisms and instruments of the Organization of American States and the United Nations;

CONVINCED that the response of member states to the current diplomatic situation between Colombia and Ecuador requires the application or adoption, in the framework of international treaties against terrorism and organized crime, consistent with their national laws, of urgent measures at the national and international levels to combat threats to peace, democracy, and hemispheric security as a result of terrorist acts; and

REAFFIRMING Article 22 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations,

RESOLVES:

1.
To welcome the positive steps that emerged from the meeting of Heads of State and Government of the Rio Group to overcome recent events that generated the diplomatic crisis between Ecuador and Colombia.


2.
To urge the Governments of Colombia and Ecuador to restore full diplomatic relations with immediate effect.

3.
To reaffirm that terrorism is a threat that transcends borders and that it is therefore essential to continue the coordinated efforts of member states to exchange information and best practices in order to prevent, combat, and eliminate it effectively, and to improve international cooperation in areas including extradition and mutual legal assistance, in accordance with the domestic laws of each state.
4.
To acknowledge the report of the Commission created by resolution CP/RES. 930 (1632/08); and to thank each of its members for their work.

5.
To recommend to the Governments of the Republics of Ecuador and Colombia that, as part of measures to build confidence and security, they implement mechanisms for combined operations that, in the framework of bilateral cooperation mechanisms to combat terrorism and transnational organized crime, make it possible to combat effectively and flexibly all forms of terrorism and organized crime along the common border.

6.
To request the Secretary General to establish a permanent system for the verification of compliance with the bilateral agreements and mechanisms between Colombia and Ecuador related to the fight against terrorism and transnational organized crime, as follows:

a. Compliance with agreements than may be reached by the Binational Border Commission (COMBIFRON), including those on combined operations, will be verified by a commission designated by the Secretary General, in collaboration with the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), which will submit a report to the Permanent Council when the Secretary General considers it appropriate or any of the states involved so requests; and
b. Compliance with the bilateral agreements on police matters will be verified by a commission designated by the Secretary General, in collaboration with INTERPOL, which will submit a report to the Permanent Council when the Secretary General considers it appropriate or any of the states involved so requests.
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