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Item 3 on the Schedule Secretariat report on: I. The status of signatures; II.  Ratifications of the Convention; III. Implementation of Articles III and IV of the Convention; IV. Information from non-member states of the OAS (Article V of the Convention); V. Reports from permanent observers (Article V of the Convention); VI. Consultation with the United Nations Secretariat on the functioning and application of mechanisms for the presentation of reports for implementation of the Convention; VII. Database of national reports; and VIII.  National contact points (states parties)

I.
The status of signatures:
As of April 9, 2008, 20 states have signed the Convention and 12 have deposited their respective instruments of ratification or accession.
The report on signatures and ratifications and/or accessions presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (REP/CITAAC-II/doc.3/08) was distributed in the meeting room.
II.
Ratifications of the Convention:
As of April 9, 2008, the 12 states that have deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession to the Convention are:  Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
Canada was the first state to deposit its instrument of ratification or accession, in October 1999, and Brazil the last, on December 14, 2006.
Document REP/CITAAC-II/doc.3/08, which was distributed in the meeting room, contains the report on signatures and ratifications and/or accessions presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.
III.
Implementation of Articles III and IV of the Convention:
On March 3, 2008, the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security sent the states parties a note verbale reminding them to submit their annual reports and notifications to the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in keeping with their obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention. 

Of the states parties, only Canada, Chile, and Uruguay have submitted their annual reports on imports and exports of conventional weapons, in accordance with Category V:  The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, of document CP/CSH/INF.130/07 rev. 1, published on January 14, 2008.
IV.
Information from non-member states of the OAS (Article V of the Convention):
The Secretariat will enter into contact with non-member states of the OAS to urge them to provide information on their exports of conventional weapons to the states parties to this Convention. 
V.
Reports from permanent observers (Article V of the Convention):
On March 3, 2008, the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security sent a note verbale to the permanent observer missions of the Organization requesting them to present information to the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on their exports of conventional weapons to the states parties to the Convention. 

To date, no information has been received from any of the permanent observer missions.
VI.
Consultation with the United Nations Secretariat on the functioning and application of mechanisms for the presentation of reports for implementation of the Convention:
The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) undertook consultations with the United Nations Secretariat on the functioning and application of mechanisms for the presentation of reports for implementation of the Convention. 

VII.
Database of national reports:
The Secretariat took note of the paragraph of resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07) which requested that a database be prepared as soon as possible, on the basis of the annual reports and the notifications presented, for the benefit of the states parties to the Convention. 

The SMS, in conjunction with the Inter-American Defense Board and in coordination with the General Secretariat’s Department of Information and Technology Services and Department of Communications and Institutional Image, prepared the database of reports and notifications, in accordance with document CP/CSH/INF.130/07 rev. 1:  Catalogue of Member States’ Reports Presented in Compliance with General Assembly Resolutions on Hemispheric Security Issues.  

The database will make it possible to publish 323 reports that have been received, classified into 15 categories: Application of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures; Roster of Experts in Confidence- and Security-Building Measures; UN Register of Conventional Arms; UN Standardized Reporting on Military Expenditure; the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions; White Papers; Small Arms and Light Weapons; Antipersonnel Land Mines – Mine Action – Demining; Moratoria on the Production, Use, and Transfer of Antipersonnel land mines; Signature or Ratification of the Ottawa Convention; Article 7 of the Ottawa Convention; Measures to Suspend the Spreading of Antipersonnel Land Mines and Domestic Legislation to Prohibit the Private Possession and Transfer of Antipersonnel Land Mines; Information Relevant to the Application of Security-Related Subregional and Bilateral Agreements; Questionnaire on Concepts of Security; and the 1980 United Nations Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects and Its Protocols. 
The Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security will soon publish information on access to this database on the Committee’s Webpage to facilitate the search for annual reports and notifications presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07) and suggests that this be done before the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.
Likewise, the Secretariat has revamped and improved the Committee’s Web page to facilitate the presentation of and search for reports on the application of confidence- and security-building measures.
VIII.
National contact points (states parties):
The Secretary General made the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security responsible for the functioning and application of the Convention. The Secretariat is taking steps to urge the states parties to identify national points of contact. The Secretariat suggests that a report on the progress made in this regard be presented every six months.
Before concluding, I would like to say that the SMS will work on increasing the number of states that have signed the Convention, from 20 to 34, and to increasing the number that have deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession.  The Secretariat suggests that a report on the progress made in this regard be presented every six months.
As established in resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07), the SMS will circulate to states parties a collated annual report of information and separate notifications which it has received by June 15 of each year, having preceded the report with a note to the national points of contact 
The SMS will establish regular contact with the national points of contact, to be designated by each state party. The SMS will also endeavor to involve the observer countries in the process of transparency regarding information and confidence- and security-building measures.
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