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Mr. Chairman, the delegation of Chile would like to join those who have already taken the floor in congratulating you on your nomination as Chair of this Second Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.

My delegation had the honor of chairing the First Meeting of States Parties to the Convention.
The task before us, once again, is to examine progress under the Convention and its implementation, consider the possibility of implementing activities aimed at promoting its signature and ratification, and contribute to preparations for the First Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009.
We would like to underscore the relevance of the Convention, which represents a very significant step forward in increasing transparency among the member states of the OAS.  That is because, with the adoption of the Convention, the United Nations’ recommendation that member states report acquisitions to the U.N. Register of Conventional Arms, pursuant to the list of seven categories of conventional weapons, has now become a legally binding commitment at the hemispheric level.

We would also like to note an interesting initiative, which extended an invitation to States that are not a party to the Convention.  This reflects the practice followed in other meetings under the aegis of the OAS and makes it possible, in an environment of confidence, to learn about the strengths of member states and what difficulties they have encountered in the ratification process, while at the same time serving as an incentive for them to become a party to this important transparency-related instrument.
My delegation, in its capacity as a State Party, would like to reiterate that it shares the objective of the Convention, namely "to contribute more fully to regional openness and transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons by exchanging information regarding such acquisitions, for the purpose of promoting confidence among States in the Americas."
We believe that transparency is the basic foundation on which states in the Hemisphere can build confidence on security- and defense-related matters.  In this context, we feel that a hemispheric debate needs to be fostered on the importance of the Convention as a transparency instrument that builds confidence and contributes to security among the states in the Hemisphere.
A number of things must be done to promote the Convention.  Some are already under way, while others are still pending.  This work is spelled out in the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVIII-O/07), adopted by consensus by the General Assembly at its regular session in Panama, as well as in the remarks by the Chairman of the First Meeting of States Parties to this inter-American instrument, held in Washington, D.C. on November 30, 2006. 

Promoting universal adoption of the Convention
To date, 20 States are signatories to the Convention, while only 12 have ratified it.  We must work steadfastly on this pending issue, so that all OAS member states become parties to this treaty, thereby deepening the environment of trust that has been built through implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in the Hemisphere.  The Chilean delegation therefore endorses the appeal the OAS General Assembly has made each year, since the Convention was adopted nine years ago, for the member states of the Organization that have not yet done so, to sign, ratify, or adhere to the Convention.
Potential Contributions from Non-States Parties

As we know, Article V of the Convention stipulates that any state that is not a member of the OAS may contribute to the objective of the Convention by providing information annually to the depositary (the General Secretariat) on its exports of conventional weapons to the States Parties to the Convention. To that end, resolution AG/RES. 2268 called for the General Secretariat to contact the permanent observers to the OAS.  Thus far, no reports have been received from Non-States Parties. It is our wish that such reports may materialize in the near future.
Application of the Provisions of the Convention
One area in which we must redouble our efforts is the application of the Convention. Articles III and IV of the Convention establish a commitment for States Parties to report annually to the General Secretariat of the OAS, by no later than June 15, on imports and exports of conventional weapons.  They also stipulate a commitment to provide notification of acquisitions through importation and national production no later than 90 days after the weapons were incorporated into the inventory of the armed forces.  Likewise, the Convention establishes annual notification to the General Secretariat of no activity, no later than June 15, by States Parties that did not import conventional weapons or acquire them through national production.

We believe that this Second Meeting of States Parties is a significant opportunity to help the States make headway in applying the provisions of the Convention.  We would like to take advantage of this occasion to renew the appeal made by the General Assembly for States Parties to present their reports and notifications, in accordance with the aforementioned articles. We know that only three of the 12 States Parties have submitted their reports. We note with satisfaction that Argentina provided a “notification of no activity,” and that Paraguay announced it would be presenting its report shortly.  Along these same lines, another step could be to hold seminars or workshops with participation by government, nongovernmental and international organization experts, to promote implementation of the Convention and monitor its application.

We recall the mandate from the last session of the General Assembly for the General Secretariat to prepare, as soon as possible, a database for the benefit of the States Parties to the Convention, on the basis of the annual reports and the notifications presented; and we welcome Ambassador Addor-Neto’s announcement that a database with more than 300 records is in the final stages of development.  We feel that support from the Inter-American Defense Board would be important in this area. 
Using the Information States Report to the United Nations 

As you know, the information that the States are required to report to the OAS General Secretariat to comply with the Convention is the same as the information that must be presented to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, because the Inter-American instrument is based on the United Nations’ seven categories of conventional weapons.
At the Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, we saw that more OAS member states submit their reports to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms than to the OAS General Secretariat under the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions. 

In other words, the information is reported to the United Nations, but not to the OAS. The work has already been done. We therefore call on those member states that have complied with their obligation to the world body, but not with the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, to do so. We believe that this issue should be the subject of close coordination between the ministries of foreign affairs and ministries of defense of the OAS member states. 

Preparations for the First Conference of States Parties to the Convention

The purpose of the First Conference of States Parties to take place in 2009, which must be prepared pursuant to Article VIII of the Convention, will be “to examine the functioning and application of this Convention, and to consider further transparency measures consistent with the objective of this Convention, including modifications, pursuant to Article XI, to the categories of conventional weapons in Annex I". Amendments to the Convention must be adopted at the Conference of States Parties upon approval by two thirds of the States Parties and must be ratified by them.

It is important for the States Parties to consider the possibility of modifying the categories in the register of conventional arms, to reflect the changes made by the United Nations Group of Governmental Experts, which has incorporated new arms into the register, such as man-portable air defense systems (MANPADS).
Designation of National Points of Contact

Mr. Chairman,

We welcome the request made at the last regular session of the General Assembly, contained in resolution AG/RES. 2268, for States Parties to designate national points of contact to facilitate implementation of the Convention by preparing and presenting reports on conventional weapons acquisitions.  Perhaps the points of contact the States have designated under the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials (CIFTA) or other inter-American security-related instruments could be used.
The delegation of Chile would like to report that we recently informed the General Secretariat that our national point of contact will be the Special Policy Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile, Ambassador Juan Eduardo Eguiguren, who unfortunately was not able to be here today due to important last-minute business that did not allow him to make the trip as planned.  The Ambassador did however ask that we present his compliments and convey his best wishes for the success of this forum.

Monitoring of Application of the Convention by the General Secretariat

We would like to thank the General Secretariat of the OAS for having taken up the request made by the General Assembly at its last regular session in resolution AG/RES. 2268, to identify the office responsible for the functioning and application of the Convention and for the periodic dissemination to States Parties of pertinent reports, including a list of national points of contact.  We also feel it is important for the General Secretariat to distribute an annual report to the State Parties containing the information and individual notifications it has received as of June 15 each year and to transmit a note to the national points of contact, 45 days before the report, reminding them of the deadline for submitting that information.
We also believe it is very important that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, meet annually to consider the functioning and application of the Convention. This could help to support the work of the Meetings of States Parties.

Technical and Financial Assistance for Implementing the Convention
Lastly, we feel that the invitation contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2268 is an important one: for States Parties, Non-States Parties, permanent observers, regional and international organizations, and civil society organizations interested in transparency in conventional weapons acquisitions to consider the possibility of offering technical assistance to those States that so request or making voluntary contributions to support activities related to the application of the Convention.
Mr. Chairman,

In closing, in order to give momentum to this Convention, there must be the political will among its members.  Let’s be true to our word: let’s honor the spirit of this treaty by–though this may seem redundant–being transparent. If many of the States present today have reported to the United Nations, why have they not done so to this hemispheric forum? As we have said, “the work has been done”. It would not require significant additional effort to write a second note and transmit it to the General Secretariat of the OAS, or even to present a notification of no activity. This would send a strong signal to the world of our hemispheric commitment to this relevant instrument.  This is not only a political commitment but also–it is worth recalling–a legally binding one.

Thank you very much.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP20093E05�








PAGE  

