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On April 14, 2008, the “II Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009” was held at the Organization of American States headquarters.


The meeting was held in fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07), which resolved “[t]o convene a one-day meeting of states parties in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties, and to review the functioning and application of the Convention, including a critical analysis of the reporting system with regard to transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons in the Hemisphere.  Invitations would be extended to non-states parties, pertinent regional and international organizations, and civil society organizations, to attend as observers.”
INAUGURAL SESSION

1. Introduction by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis, opened the inaugural session with brief remarks about the objectives of the meeting.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

2. Approval of the agenda and schedule of activities

The agenda and schedule of activities were approved without changes.

3. Election of the Chair

The meeting proceeded to elect a Chair.  The delegation of Argentina proposed Counselor Otto Pérez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, who was seconded by the delegation of Canada.  He was elected by acclamation.

4. Election of the Rapporteur

The meeting proceeded to elect the Rapporteur.  The delegation of Chile proposed First Secretary Carlos A. Rodríguez Torrealba, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, who was seconded by the delegation of Peru.  He was elected by acclamation.

5. Remarks of Invited Guests

· Presentation William Malzahn, Representative of the United States in the Group of Governmental Experts on the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms

Mr. William Malzahn began his presentation by pointing out the importance of United Nations Resolution 46/36, which established a multi-step procedure for implementation of a voluntary register of conventional weapons transfers.  The register calls for member states to provide the General Secretariat of the United Nations with annual reports on their imports and exports of conventional weapons to be included in the register.  Mr. Malzahn reported that the register has been quite successful in establishing a global standard of transparency and responsibility in military affairs.  During the register’s 15 years of operation, more than 172 countries have participated in it at least once, 142 countries have participated 3 or 4 times, 101 have participated at least 7 times, and 50 countries have participated each of the 15 years.

Mr. Malzahn’s complete presentation can be found in document REP/CITAAC-II/INF.4/08.

· Presentation by Mark Bromley, Transfers Project, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)

Mr. Bromley began his remarks by attributing special importance to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, stating that it had improved in quantity and quality.  He reported that the SIPRI database has information on all transfers of conventional weapons conducted through 2007, including the following information:  Aircraft:  all fixed wing aircraft and helicopters; armored Vehicles: all fully armored vehicles; Artillery:  100 mm or higher caliber; Sensors:  with a range of at least 25 km.; Air defense systems:  all land-based surface-to-air missile (SAM) systems; anti-aircraft guns of 40 mm or higher caliber; all powered, guided missiles and torpedoes with conventional warheads; Ships:  all ships with standard tonnage of 100 tons or more; Engines:  for military planes, warships, and armored vehicles.

He also reported that the sources for the information in the database includes:  periodicals; magazines, and newspapers; books; monographs and annual reference papers; and official national and international documents such as white papers and the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

Mr. Bromley also stated that the purpose of the database is to show relationships that may develop between different suppliers and recipients, to reveal from whence countries in conflict procure their weapons, and to help analyze how states implement their own regulations on export control.  This information also seeks to motivate states to publish and share more detailed information on their acquisitions, transfers, and existing inventory.

Mr. Bromley reported about the experiences of the Exchange of Military Information in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).  This mechanism for the exchange of information has been functioning very well since 1990, covering the following areas:  Command Structure and personnel strength, holdings of specified military equipment, deployment projects, defense projects, and defense budgets. 

Mr. Bromley’s complete presentation can be found in document REP/CITAAC-II/INF.3/08.

· Presentation by Paz Tibiletti, Security and Defense Network in Latin America (RESDAL)
Ms. Tibiletti began her presentation by reporting on the multiplicity of structures that provide information on the acquisition, production, import, and export of war materiel within the formal structures of the intelligence services and democratic institutions of developed countries that supply equipment, as well as informal structures, including the publicity of documents (ranging from specialized journals to the internet), and the disclosure of information by employees (of businesses, governments, relatives, etc.).  She opined that the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms is an important instrument which generates confidence- and security-building measures in the Hemisphere.  She stressed that transparency is an unavoidable fact of life today.


She reported that just 1.31% of Latin American GDP is spent on defense.  Of this, 70.58% is spent on personnel, and of that, 40% pays for pensions and other retirees’ benefits.  Ms. Tibiletti opined that the mechanisms for cooperation in Haiti have strengthened confidence- and security-building measures, not only among the countries directly participating, but among all the countries of the hemisphere.  And many of the expenditures made in some countries are tied to fighting new threats, although she emphasized that not enough is spent on defense for the structure of the ministries.

In closing, Ms. Tibiletti recommended that the topic of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions be bolstered at the VIII Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas to be held in Canada in September of this year.  She also recommended that an inter-ministerial task force be promoted, that institutional diagnoses be conducted, that civil society and regional agencies, such as the Inter-American Defense Board, be brought into the discussion, and that this topic be brought onto the public agenda.  She also suggested that efforts continue to have an on-line database and that the relationships among the national points of contact be strengthened.

After this presentation, the delegation of the United States asked the delegation of Canada to incorporate Ms. Tibiletti’s recommendations into the agenda for the VIII Meeting of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.

Ms. Tibiletti’s complete presentation is available in the document REP/CITAAC-II/INF. 2/08.

6. Report of the Secretariat

This report was given by Mr. Addor Neto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security of the OAS.  His remarks are contained in document REP/CITAAC-II/INF-1/08.

· Status of signatures and ratifications of the Convention

At present, only 12 countries have ratified the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.  The report mentions that it is important that a majority of Caribbean countries sign and ratify the Convention, as well as all other countries that have not yet done so.

· Compliance with Articles III and IV of the Convention

It was reported that the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security had sent verbal notes to the delegations asking them to submit reports based on Articles III and IV of the Convention.  To date, replies have been received from the delegations of Argentina, Canada, Chile, and Uruguay.

· Information provided by states that are not members of the OAS (Article V of the Convention)

On this point it was reported that the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security asked the permanent observer states and other states that are not members of the OAS to provide those reports, pursuant to Article V of the Convention.  However, to date no such information has been received.

· Annual reports database

Regarding the database, Mr. Addor Neto reported that around 323 reports had been received between 1997 and 2007.  These reports are recorded in the Catalogue of Reports by the Member States submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolutions on hemispheric security, found in document CP/CSH/INF.130/07 rev. 1.

At this point the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security reported on progress made to enhance the Committee’s website so as to expedite access to information on confidence- and security-building measures.  Additionally, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security will continue to work towards increasing the number of signatory countries and states parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.

The delegation of Paraguay took the floor to report that it will shortly be sending in its report for this year.  The delegate clarified that this report will fall into the category of “nil,” since it has seen no movement in terms of imports or exports since it is not a weapons producing country.

The delegation of the United States reported that while it is a signatory country, it is not a state party because it has not yet ratified the Convention.  However, the delegation agreed that these kinds of meeting encourage ratification.  The delegate of the United States reported that his delegation was willing to submit these reports on a biannual basis, and he encouraged consideration of this practice to make the submission of reports more timely and complete.

SECOND PLENARY SESSION

· Comments by Member States

The delegation of Brazil reported that its country had ratified the Convention on December 14, 2006, making it the most recent of the 12 states parties to have ratified.  This translates into Brazil’s unequivocal commitment to transparency and confidence- and security-building measures.  The delegation also reported that Brazil submits annual reports to the UN.  The delegate indicated that some bureaucratic issues and its very recent ratification had prevented Brazil from submitting reports based on Articles III and IV of the Convention to the OAS General Secretariat in a timely fashion.  However, he promised to take steps before the competent authorities to ensure they would be submitted soon.


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela stated that the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms should be balanced, comprehensive, and non-discriminatory; it should foster national, regional, and international security among all States; and it should do so in keeping with international law and while respecting the unique characteristics and concerns of all countries regarding security and defense.  Confidence- and security-building measures should be comprehensive and not favor some categories of weapons over others because despite the fact that there are international instruments that ban, limit, and/or regulate weapons of mass destruction, their inventories are not registered and there is only isolated data available on some of them.

Venezuela expressed opposition to the application of unilateral coercive measures which seek to limit legal transfers of weapons, because they threaten the sovereignty and independence of our peoples and are contrary to the standards and principles of international law.  Venezuela reiterated its support for international efforts to bring about a more stable world, based on unlimited respect for the standards and principles of international law.


The delegation of Chile pointed out the relevance of the Convention by stating, “The UN recommendation to member states to report on their acquisitions to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, according to a list of 7 categories of conventional weapons, has now become a legally binding commitment in the Hemisphere since the Convention was adopted.”  Several tasks must be carried out to promote this Convention.  Some are already underway while others are pending.  These tasks are set forth in the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07), as well as the remarks of the chair of the I Meeting of this inter-American instrument, held in Washington, D.C. on November 30, 2006.

Among the work to be done is promotion of the following:  universal participation in the Convention, possible contributions by non-member states, application of provisions of the Convention such as the presentation of reports based on Articles III and IV, making use of information presented by states in their reports to the United Nations, preparations for the I Conference of States Parties to the Convention, designation of the national points of contact, continuous monitoring of application of the Convention by the unit in charge in the Secretariat, and provision of technical and financial assistance for implementation of the Convention.


The delegation of Canada ratified the importance of the Convention as a mechanism to strengthen and foster confidence among our states.  This delegation pointed out that despite the increase in reporting to the United Nations, reporting to the OAS has declined.  Canada has been consistent in the submission of reports because it deems this to be a priority for the fostering of confidence and security among our countries.


The delegation of Argentina considers transparency to be one of main elements for fostering confidence and security among our states.  Argentina called for universal participation in the Convention, as well as full compliance by the states parties.  The delegation of Argentina advocated the elimination of uneven levels of commitment, stating that all states parties should report fully and promptly on the acquisition and/or export of conventional weapons.  In this regard, the country spoke in favor of measures to enhance the Convention’s implementation and publicity.

· Comments by non-states parties
There were no comments.

· Request for technical assistance and voluntary contributions to support activities related to application of the Convention.

The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago stated that it continues to follow the Convention, although it is neither a signatory nor a state party.  Trinidad and Tobago is convinced that progress must be made towards compliance with the Convention.  This delegation suggested that a joint effort be undertaken to incorporate a majority of the CARICOM countries into the mechanisms of the Convention.


Ambassador Addor Neto then took the floor to thank the delegate of Trinidad and Tobago for those recommendations, while reiterating what he had reported previously:  the Secretariat is working systematically to bring other countries into the ranks of states parties to the Convention, including the CARICOM countries.  He also mentioned the importance of submitting “nil” reports according to the Convention, because this helps to strengthen the instrument even further.


The delegation of the United States suggested that the Unit for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security study the possibility of developing an information system geared to the CARICOM countries.  It could explain the commitments and obligations undertaken when a country becomes a state party to this Convention.


The delegation of Ecuador emphasized the importance of increasing the number of states parties to the Convention, as this would increase confidence- and security-building measures in the Hemisphere.

7. Preparations for the 2009 Conference of States Parties

The delegation of Argentina suggested that the agenda for the 2009 Conference of States Parties should be the same as the agendas of other meetings on this topic held at the OAS.  It is important to take into account the recommendations, observations, suggestions, and conclusions of those meetings, and they should be further developed in this First Conference to be held in 2009.  The delegation also pointed out the importance of considering regional contributions to transparency, in light of successful national experiences in compliance with the Convention.  No specific date or venue was set for the 2009 Conference.

8. Preparation of a draft resolution by the states parties to the Convention

The delegation of Argentina announced that it is conducting consultations for the presentation, as soon as possible, of a draft resolution for the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.  The resolution seeks to reflect what has already been agreed to in the following resolutions: AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07) “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions,” and AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07) “Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas.”  This unified draft may be presented at the next meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

9. Other matters

Since no other matters were raised for consideration, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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