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1. Name of the Project: Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices
2. Website: www.educadem.oas.org.
3. Social networks:
· Facebook: www.facebook.com/educadem.
· Twitter: @educadem
4. Project Background:
The purpose of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices is to promote development and strengthening of a democratic culture in the Americas, through formal and non-formal education. It was adopted in 2005 by the IV Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, hosted by Trinidad and Tobago.  The Inter-American Program has organized the execution of its activities through the following components:  Professional Development and Educational Resources, Information Sharing and Cooperation, and Research. 
From 2006 to 2014, the Inter-American Program received support from the member states in such bodies as the OAS General Assemblies (2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014) and Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education (2007, 2009, 2012).  It should be noted that the Inter-American Program is ongoing, being to date the only inter-American initiative that promotes a democratic culture through education. 
5. 2011-2013 Report
The aim of this report is to present to the member states the main tools and initiatives the Inter-American Program produced between 2011 and 2013, in order to contribute to their efforts to develop, strengthen, and evaluate educational policies in the area of education for democratic citizenship. These tools and initiatives, such as onsite and online courses, teacher training initiatives, educational materials, research, portfolios of successful practices, horizontal cooperation missions, and a virtual cooperation platform, were produced in pursuance of the Program's current mandates, which have been fulfilled during this implementation period, and are fully available for member states to adapt and use. 
/
It should be noted that during this implementation period, individuals and institutions from member states took part in Inter-American Program activities, and the experience was recognized regionally and internationally. The Program thus provided the Ministry of Education of Peru technical assistance for knowledge about promising experiences of education for democratic citizenship. Collaboration was also pursued with the Ministry of Education of the State of Hidalgo, Mexico, to design a teacher and student training model to prevent violence and build a culture of peace. UNESCO Paris invited the Program to participate in creating the vision and line of activity in Education for Global Citizenship and joint consultations were held with governments in the region to that end.
/ The Inter-American Children's Institute invited the Inter-American Program to prepare a module of its online course on issues of participation of children and young people.
/ The Program was also invited to attend and share its experience at regional and international conferences organized by prestigious universities and civil society organizations. 
All activities carried out during the period involved promoting intersectoral collaboration and installing capacity in stakeholders from government (mainly ministries of education), civil society organizations, academia, the private sector, and other regional and international organizations. Within the OAS, the Program has collaborated with the following areas and/or projects: Focal Point on Youth, Educational Portal of the Americas, Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN), Department of Sustainable Development, Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, Inter-American Commission of Women, etc. 
Collaboration with various stakeholders has broadened the Program's networking and increased the dissemination of its activities while increasing its learning and inroads in cutting-edge issues in the field of education. 
The funds to implement the Program during the period in question came mainly from the United States Mission to the OAS. Other donors were: the Permanent Mission of Panama to the OAS; CIDA Canada; the Government of the State of Hidalgo, Mexico; the Government of the People's Republic of China - as an OAS observer state; the OAS, through its Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI); the Inter-American Development Bank; and Microsoft. 
Based on the results obtained, the challenges and the lessons learned since implementation of the Program started in 2006, a qualitative evaluation was done between 2012 and 2013. This resulted in a proposed new theoretical framework and strategic vision being drawn up, to provide recommendations to guide and support the implementation of Program activities over the medium term.
/ It should be noted, however, that at the moment the Inter-American Program has no funding at all to implement activities mandated by the member states.
5.1
Main results 2011-2013: tools developed for member states
5.1.1 Professional Development and Educational Resources: 
· Online courses over the Educational Portal of the Americas platform. Some 300 teachers, teacher trainers, policy makers, and civil society leaders were trained through our online courses in "Evaluation of Policies and Programs in Education for Democratic Citizenship" (English and Spanish), and Building Democratic Classrooms in the Caribbean" (English) 
· Onsite courses: i) In collaboration with the Ministries of Education of Barbados, Grenada, and Trinidad and Tobago, the teacher workshop "Building Democratic Classrooms in the Caribbean" was conducted, creating a new training alternative to cater to teachers living in remote communities without access to technologies; ii) In conjunction with the Ministry of Education of Panama, a workshop on the Inter-American Democratic Charter and Citizenship education was conducted for educators, policy makers, and community leaders. 
· Two training initiatives for teachers were created: i) Jointly with the IDB and the Educational Portal of the Americas a pilot version of the course "Educating citizens for social participation: pedagogical approaches to teaching the values of integrity, transparency, and legality to young people" was created and conducted; ii) In collaboration with the Secretariat of Public Education of Hidalgo, the Program created the "Peace Leaders" training model for teachers and students, based on community learning-service projects being developed to promote the building of a culture of peace in the classroom and to improve the integration of school and the local community. More than 2,000 students and 300 teachers from 40 public schools in the State of Hidalgo took part in this initiative carried out in November 2012 and September 2013.
/ 
· Educational materials produced: 1) A self-teaching online guide was developed in collaboration with Microsoft, to educate young people about social participation. A free guide is available by clicking here: https://www.lideressocialesenyouthspark.com (only available in Spanish); ii) A virtual publication on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, “Weaving Citizenship:  A Collaborative Strategy for Learning About Democratic Citizenship in the Americas,” was produced in Spanish and Portuguese, jointly with Instituto para el Desenvolvimiento de la Ciudadanía (NGO, Brazil).
5.1.2
Cooperation and Exchange of Experiences
· During this period, under the "Horizontal Cooperation Fund for Technical Assistance Missions in the Field of Education for Democratic Citizenship" project, 31 institutions from government, civil society, and academia in 12 countries received technical and financial assistance from the Inter-American Program, to conduct ten horizontal cooperation missions on various issues in civic education and human rights education.  Some 2,281 people benefited directly and indirectly from the technical assistance activities carried out by each cooperation mission. 
· Stemming from those cooperation missions, educational practices were adopted and created on such issues as human rights education, civic education, multicultural and diversity education, service learning, and integration of educational institutions into local communities, conflict resolution and peer mediation, building a culture of peace, and using the arts and the media in citizenship education. All the cooperation practices are available from this blog: http://blogeducationanddemocracy.blogspot.com/
The results of the evaluation of this initiative can be accessed by clicking here (available only in Spanish). A narrative report was also prepared in order to systematize the experiences, results, challenges, and lessons learned from undertaking the 10 horizontal cooperation missions. To see the report, click here (available only in Spanish). 
Participating institutions made in-kind contributions for the cooperation missions to be conducted - worth an estimated US$79,561.00, accounting for 80% of the total funds ($100,000) the Inter-American Program has allocated to this activity. 
The experience of the Inter-American Program, particularly its cooperation model, has been recognized within and outside the OAS. Precisely for that purpose, and in order to create the conditions for this project to be sustainable, the Program proposed creating a Virtual Matrix on Civic and Citizenship Education, the main objective of which was to streamline exchange, dialogue, and cooperation involving teachers, teacher educators, policy makers, members of civil society organizations, young people, and individuals interested in the topic. It was created based on resolution AG/RES. 2779 (XLIII-O/13), adopted during the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Guatemala in 2013. This resolution also provides for the creation of a temporary consultation group comprising representatives of ministries of education of the Americas that would participate in designing it. Some 22 countries were involved in the planning of this virtual matrix. As a result of the consultations this virtual platform, www.educadem.org, was created with the following sections:  Virtual Library; Experiences with policies, programs, and initiatives in civic and citizen education, pursued in the Americas.  Network of Leaders and Forums.  It should be noted that this platform is currently not in operation due to lack of funding. 
5.1.3 Publications produced in collaboration with other partners:
Their aim was to promote and strengthen policy dialogue on relevant and innovative issues in the field of education for democratic citizenship, and to furnish member states with information about theory and practice, as well as recommendations for developing and evaluating policies and programs.
· 3 editions of the Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy, in collaboration with the Autonomous University of Mexico. 
· “Report on teacher education in the Caribbean: Understanding the challenges in promoting democratic ideals in schools” (only in English)
· Portfolio on the “The Role of the Arts and Communication Media in Education for a Democratic Citizenship”. 
· Online newsletters:
· “Gender and Citizen Education: How can greater gender equity be promoted amongst women and men participating in public decision processes?”, in collaboration with Vital Voices and the Inter-American Commission of Women (2011) 
· “Human Rights Education,” in collaboration with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and the Division of Human Rights and Citizenship Education of the Council of Europe. (2012)
· “Sport and Citizenship Education: How can Democratic Values and Practices be taught through Sport?” (2013) 
· “Youth Participation within the School” (2013)  
· Documents on Education Policy
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· “Violence Prevention through Early Childhood Interventions” (2011) 
· “The Importance of Human Rights Education for Living Together in Democracy (2012)  
· “Evaluation of Policies and Programs in Education for Democratic Citizenship” (2012) 
· The Role of Civil Society Organizations in promoting education for democratic citizenship, in collaboration with the Center for Civic Education, in collaboration with the Center for Civic Education. (2013) 
· “Education and critical thinking for the construction of citizenship: An Investment toward Strengthening Democracy in the Americas” (2013) 
Upcoming: In July 2015 a new publication - about curriculum reform and review - produced jointly with UNESCO, the Council of Europe, and the OSCE, will be available online and in print, in English and Spanish.
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�.	For further information on the activities of the Program, please consult the newsletters online. Since 2011, the Program has published 16 newsletters in English and Spanish, summarizing the main activities and their outcomes. The newsletters are available by � HYPERLINK "http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/Educaci%C3%B3nyCultura/Educaci%C3%B3nenValoresyPr%C3%A1cticasDemocr%C3%A1ticas/Eventos/News/Newsletter/tabid/1891/Default.aspx" \h �clicking here.�. One program brochure was also prepared. It can be accessed by � HYPERLINK "http://portal.oas.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=7+fFHo2wC2A=&tabid=1227" \h �clicking here�


�.	For further information, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unescos_seoul_consultation_deepens_understanding_of_global_citizenship_education/" \l ".UswH_PRDvHQ" \h �Technical Consultation on Global Citizenship Education, organized by UNESCO.  Seoul, Korea, September 9 -10, 2013� 


�.	The module can be found by � HYPERLINK "http://portal.oas.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=LzAd3qLW7qQ=&tabid=1227" \h �clicking here� (only available in Spanish) 


�.	Both documents are available to member states for their information and review. Please contact Romina Kasman, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rkasman@oas.org" \h �rkasman@oas.org�


�.	The evaluation of this project is available to interested member states (only in Spanish). Work is also being pursued with SEPH de Hidalgo to produce an online education resource to train teachers in all schools in that Mexican state. The following videos contain a summary of the project: �HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaUfvpgEJQ4" \h ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaUfvpgEJQ4� (produced by SEPH de Hidalgo); �HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwgWkwonXMc" \h ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwgWkwonXMc� (produced by the Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices). (Available in Spanish and English)
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