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DECLARATION OF PARAMARIBO
“Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges”
(Adopted at the ninth plenary session, on March 2, 2012, and subject
to review by the Style Committee)
WE, THE MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), meeting in Paramaribo, Suriname, on March 1 and 2, 2012, at the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI
REAFFIRMING that equal and timely access to education is a human right and that quality education is essential and constitutes an effective tool for reducing inequality and creating conditions for development and for the wellbeing of the population; 
BEARING IN MIND the diversity of cultural contexts as well as the need to reduce social inequalities, foster competencies appropriate for a globalized 21st century, and narrow the digital divide;
AFFIRMING the need to improve the quality of education and educational offerings so as to prepare students for lifelong learning, active and committed citizenship, securing decent
/ work, and a good quality of life; 

AWARE that teachers play a fundamental role in the quality of educational processes and outcomes and that for that purpose they need comprehensive initial and continuing preparation as well as appropriate employment conditions for the development of their professional career;

EMPHASIZING that teaching and learning take place within social and institutional systems and that no teacher can fulfill his or her role fully without the appropriate institutional and human environments; and 

AWARE of the essential role of governments in promoting quality education for all and aware that special attention must be paid to the design and implementation of policies that strengthen the teaching profession and foster the educator’s strategic role in facilitating learning and promoting values.
THEREFORE, WE, THE MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF THE MEMBER STATES: 

1. Underscore the importance of education as a fundamental aspect of development and, therefore, as essential to improving social, economic, cultural and democratic conditions in the member states.

2. Emphasize the intrinsic value of education, its social function, and its impact on the quality of life of every person and community, as well as its role in strengthening the economy, fostering social inclusion and mobility, and promoting equal access to greater opportunities, poverty reduction, and the building of citizenship and identity.

3. Reiterate that it is the responsibility of governments to ensure access to quality education for all. 
4. Reaffirm the key role of the teacher in educational processes and results and recognize that the participation of teachers in efforts to improve the quality of education is important, so as to help ensure that the results are effective and lasting.

5. Affirm that it is important for all teachers to have access to quality initial preparation and continuing professional development that will enable them to guide and promote meaningful learning, social harmony, intercultural dialogue and respect for diversity, and whose pedagogical practice appropriately includes reflection, innovation, creativity and ICTs, as well as the development of skills to attend to students with diverse needs and to interact effectively with their peers, students and families.
6. Recognize that policies to strengthen the teaching profession and opportunities for quality professional development are vital to attract, employ, induct, develop, evaluate, motivate, retain, and recognize teachers so that they become ever better educators.
7. Attach priority, within efforts to raise the quality of education in our countries, to fostering appropriate pedagogical practices that are adapted to the diversity of local environments so as to more effectively meet the needs of the 21st century student.  We also favor providing opportunities for teachers to observe, analyze, adapt, and adopt innovative teaching practices.

8. Emphasize that the student is the central figure in the educational process and therefore we promote active participation by students in learning and in educational processes that affect them.  We further emphasize our commitment to foster greater international student exchange in order to provide the greatest possible learning opportunities for our students.
9. Affirm the need to conceive of 21st-century schools as learning communities whose central mission is to offer quality education to each student and where all staff work as a team, fostering learning and personal growth, and integration and ongoing participation by students, family members and guardians, and other educational actors. To that end, we will strive to provide leadership to see that this mission is fulfilled. 

10. Pledge to promote the strengthening, professionalization and social valuing of the teaching profession through dynamic means of fostering dialogue and cooperation among educational systems, universities and other teacher preparation institutions, professional societies and unions, civil society organizations, the private sector, and other government sectors.
11. Affirm the importance of reviewing and, where necessary, in accordance with each member state’s circumstances, strengthening legislative, regulatory, and administrative frameworks to formulate and implement policies that are responsive to the needs of 21st century students and the requirements of local contexts. 

12. Recognize the importance of expanding access to ICTs in education at all levels and in all sectors, particularly as a contributing factor in the preparation of students, their learning, and their active and democratic participation in the political, social, cultural, and productive arenas.  We will endeavor to promote training of teachers to use these tools effectively in the teaching and learning process. 

13. Will redouble our efforts to generate knowledge and to exchange good practices concerning innovative policies and programs for initial preparation, professional development, improvement of labor conditions, and strengthening the teaching profession.  We entrust the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with support from its Technical Secretariat, with following up on this issue through the region’s cooperation mechanisms, including the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN), whose progress we applaud.  

14. Reaffirm our Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education, adopted at the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Cartagena de Indias from November 12 to 14, 2007, in which we undertook to increase the coverage of quality comprehensive early childhood education in each member state in accordance with its circumstances.  We express our satisfaction at the progress in implementing the mandates that we agreed to on that occasion and, in the inter-American framework, under the coordination of the CIE. 
15. Recognize with satisfaction the progress made in implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, given its contribution to strengthening a democratic and nonviolent culture, through formal and nonformal education, promoting active and meaningful participation by youth in the decisions that affect them and providing teachers with tools that will support them in making their classrooms more democratic. 
16. Express our conviction that the CIE has become a valuable forum for ensuring that the political mandates emanating from this and prior ministerial meetings receive appropriate technical support and follow-up. We instruct the CIE, with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to draw up a work plan for 2012 and 2013, the central objective of which should be to implement and follow up on our decisions, with special attention to strengthening horizontal cooperation and technical assistance in lines of action that include (1) promoting and monitoring policies of quality, equity, and inclusion; (2) strengthening initial teacher preparation, professional development, and the teaching profession; (3) comprehensive early childhood care and education; (4) education in democratic values and practices; and (5) the use of information and communications technologies in the teaching and learning process.  

17. Instruct the CIE authorities to convene a meeting for this purpose no later than May 2012.  In that connection, we encourage member states to continue supporting initiatives now under way; and we instruct the CIE, with support from the Technical Secretariat, to seek partnerships with other organizations to secure additional resources for implementation of the work plan, and to present a progress report on its implementation at our next ministerial meeting and to other appropriate political organs in the OAS framework. 

18.
Thank the people and Government of Suriname for the special welcome they have extended to us during this Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI. In particular, we wish to acknowledge the leadership of the Ministry of Education and Community Development in ensuring the success of this event.
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	�	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela wishes to underscore that in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain the Heads of State and Government committed to promote access to and to create dignified and decent work.








