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I. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

The Ministers of Education of the Americas will gather in Panama City, Panama, on February 4 and 5, 2015, for the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI. They will have the opportunity to consider and deliberate on “Education with Equity for Prosperity” as part of a discussion on the process of building an Inter-American Education Agenda.

The authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)
/ 2012-2014, taking into account the premises of the Social Charter of the Americas,
/ which in its Chapter 19 regards access to quality education without discrimination as fundamental for achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, fostering sustainable development, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, transmitting civic and social values, creating responsible citizens who are committed to society, and promoting social inclusion, and in keeping with the process launched by the Organization of American States to have its member states review its strategic objectives
/—especially those having to do with integral development—and to review and classify its mandates,
/ instructed the CIE Technical Secretariat to develop a proposal for building an Inter-American Education Agenda.

To this end, the CIE authorities proposed an exercise to review the Declarations stemming from the different ministerial meetings on education, which made it possible to look at the topics and lines of action put forth in recent inter-American meetings of Ministers of Education. For example, during the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education held in Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) in 2007, discussions centered on early childhood education policies.
/ The Declaration that came out of the meeting stated that “early childhood is a decisive phase in the human life cycle and a comprehensive approach to it will allow us to overcome the challenges of poverty, inequity, and social exclusion.”
/ The Declaration further indicated that early childhood education must include a joint effort by the family, school, and the community to develop effective public policies, as well as the contribution of the various sectors in society. 


The key focus of discussion for member states during the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education held in Quito (Ecuador) in August 2009 was secondary education.
/ In that meeting’s Declaration, member states agreed that quality secondary education is an essential ingredient for social mobility, personal development, preparation for the world of work, active civic life, and access to post-secondary, tertiary, and higher education. This Declaration recognized the importance of using a secondary education model that allows students to build a career that combines general education, personal development, and preparation for the world of work and that enables them to develop decision-making skills in keeping with their own interests and particular circumstances, both in choosing a higher education option and in developing future employment prospects.
/
During the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Paramaribo (Suriname) in March 2012, attention was primarily focused on the role of teachers in education.
/ At this meeting, the ministers recognized the key role teachers play in the quality and the outcomes of education in each country and further stressed the need to have comprehensive initial and continuing teacher training, as well as work conditions suitable for professional career development. To this end, one of the commitments made by the ministers was to promote the strengthening, professionalization, and social recognition of the value of the teaching profession by means of dynamic mechanisms designed to encourage dialogue and cooperation among education systems, universities and other teacher training institutions, trade unions, civil society organizations, the private sector, and other government sectors.

As a result of this mandate review exercise, the Chair of the CIE drew up the following list of priority lines of action in the field of education:

1. Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion

2.
Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Profession

3.
Promoting the Teaching of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) in Grades K-12, Using Modern Pedagogy

4.
Using Information and Communications Technologies in Teaching and Learning Processes

5.
Ensuring Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education

The above lines of action were put to the consideration of the member states’ ministers of education via a consultation
/ that served as the basis for the discussion on what priority topics and subtopics should be included in the Inter-American Education Agenda, which was envisaged as a tool to enable the OAS to effectively support member states in their education-related activities. 

The results of this consultation
/ were systematized and submitted as input for the discussion among the delegates in attendance at the VI Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education that took place at OAS headquarters in Washington D.C., on October 14-15, 2014.
During the VI Regular Meeting of the CIE—the meeting at which Panama was elected CIE Chair—the member states discussed the proposal for building an Inter-American Education Agenda and suggested that its content include the same lines of action as those considered in the consultation with the member states.

At this meeting, the Chair of the CIE instructed the Department of Human Development, Employment, and Education (DHDEE), which serves as Technical Secretariat of the CIE, to design options for carrying out its work, through a process based primarily on a vision of cooperation. For Panama, which chairs the CIE, cooperation in education has afforded and continues to afford an opportunity to deepen hemispheric dialogue, promote the countries’ cultural and regional integration, and systematize and accumulate knowledge to create a store of experience on education in the region.

In the event the member states decide to base the work on cooperation, the current Chair of the CIE proposes submitting to delegations at the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education for approval the process of building an Inter-American Education Agenda.

The Chair of the CIE will also make a special statement on a virtual platform to consolidate education-related initiatives, policies, and programs in the member states as a basis for cooperation among them. 

Under the proposed slogan, “Building an Inter-American Education Agenda:  Education with Equity for Prosperity,” decisions made by member states with respect to the process of building the Agenda will make it possible to come up with specific education solutions in terms of hemispheric and country priorities.

II. OBJECTIVES

The Ministerial Meeting has the following specific objectives:

a. Encourage discussion on a strategic vision for education in the Americas;
b. Consider approving the process of building an Inter-American Education Agenda;

c. Report on the current status of CIE Technical Secretariat activities in the context of specific initiatives pursuant to mandates from the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and the Sixth Summit of the Americas;
d. Involve the authorities of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) for purposes of receiving feedback from cross-sector and collaborative approaches for the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda; 

e. Adoption of concrete actions on education to include the creation of an Inter-American Education Agenda, to be incorporate in to the mandates action document to be adopted by the Heads of State and Government in the VIII Summit of the Americas. 

III. METHODOLOGY

The Opening Session is scheduled for Tuesday, February 4 at 9:00 a.m., with the planned attendance of the President of the Republic of Panama, Panama’s Minister of Education, and the OAS Secretary General.

To enable achievement of the objectives set for it, the meeting is to be organized around plenary sessions wherein the substantive topics of the agenda would be discussed. Starting with the second plenary, each session would keep to the following methodology: Broad dialogue/debate will be facilitated among the ministers, and a moderator will sum up the main ideas, proposals, and agreements. Panama, Chair of the Meeting, will lead the dialogue/debate during all the plenary sessions.
The Meeting of Ministers will wrap up with a closing session with authorities from both the Panamanian government and the OAS. 

IV. PLENARY SESSIONS

A. 
First Session: From the Declaration of Paramaribo to Panama (2012-2014):  Report on the work of the Inter-American Committee on Education regarding the review of mandates from the Meetings of Ministers of Education:
The Chair of the CIE will put to the consideration of the ministers a report describing the progress that has been made on the matters the ministers determined to be priorities in response to the mandates of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and the Sixth Summit of the Americas.

B.
Second Session. Proposal for Building an Inter-American Education Agenda: Education with Equity for Prosperity:
1. Presentation by an expert to stimulate discussion on the education in the Americas 
2. Presentation by an expert to stimulate discussion on cooperation in education in the Americas

3. Presentation of the Proposal for Building an Inter-American Education Agenda by Panama’s Education Minister and the Chair of the CIE
a. The Chair of the CIE will present the Proposal for Building an Inter-American Education Agenda, using as a benchmark the lines of action and subtopics emanating from the process of consultation and the political dialogue among the member states during the VI Regular Meeting of the CIE. The Chair will then open up the plenary for discussion thereon.

· Ministerial discussion on the Proposal for Building an Inter-American Education Agenda.

The Chair of the CIE considers that this sub-item will afford the ministers of education the opportunity to analyze and discuss the Proposal for Building an Inter-American Education Agenda, the central theme of the Eighth Meeting of Ministers, and to share their thoughts, based on the experiences and needs of their countries. 

With the help of the member states, this Agenda could become a road map that could make it possible in the next five-year period (2015-2019) to support, through cooperative activities, progress in education in the countries in their different regional and subregional efforts. 

It is hoped that by the end of the ministerial debate the Proposal for Building an Inter-American Education Agenda will be approved and that the strongest possible support will be expressed for its implementation, consolidation, and effective use, in order to have educational impacts. 

b. The Chair of the CIE will make a presentation on a Proposed Mechanism for Implementation and Follow-up that can be used in the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda.
According to the Chair of the CIE, the Inter-American Education Agenda may be envisaged as a regional strategy for integrating efforts and resources that help bring about results that enable educational progress in the region in priority areas.

The Chair of the CIE expects the ministers to weigh in on the discussion of this matter by expressing their thoughts on the proposal and to specifically address its usefulness and relevance.
4. The cross-sector approach in the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda:  Coordination with other areas closely tied to education

The authorities of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) would make presentations on the work they do so that the ministers of education may be aware of the needs and opportunities for coordination at a regional, subregional, or national level on matters related to the work area.

Another topic to be explored is coordination among the different educational levels in the framework of the Summit of the Americas, which will include a Rectors Forum.

For the Chair of the CIE, the objective is for the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda to be considered as a driving force of intrasectoral and intersectoral cooperation.
5. The collaborative approach to the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda

The Chair of the CIE will make a presentation on a virtual platform for consolidating education-based initiatives, policies, and programs in the Americas, as a means of promoting and streamlining cooperation among the member states.

A proposal will be made, for consideration by the ministers, to expand the platform for cooperation through consultations with academic and private sectors, civil society, other international organizations, and other subregional and regional actors, such as ALBA-TCP, ECLAC, and UNASUR, so that their practices may also be taken into account by the ministers of education of the member states.

This platform would be based on a mapping of policies, programs, projects, and initiatives shared by the member states’ ministries of education. Such initiatives would be taken on as possibilities for cooperation.

C.
Third Session.  Different perspectives on institutional structures in education in the inter-American system:
At the last General Assembly, held in Paraguay (June 3-5, 2014) under the theme "Development with Social Inclusion," a proposal was submitted to the Dialogue of Foreign Ministers regarding new institutions in the inter-American education system. Accepted at the Fourth Plenary Session of the Assembly, on June 5, it "instructed the Secretary General to conduct the technical evaluation required for the project formulation, and instructed the OAS Permanent Council to prepare the proposal to be submitted, where applicable, to the next General Assembly (June 2015) for reforming the necessary structures."  Against that background, the Secretary General has asked the Assistant Secretary General to craft a proposal to be discussed with the member states at the next preparatory meeting of the 8th Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education that is to be held in Washington, DC, on January 20, 2014, with a view to holding an open dialogue on this subject matter at the highest level, and for a variety of possible scenarios to be examined.

D.
Fourth Session.  Prosperity with Equity in the Americas:  Ministerial Dialogue on the Interaction between the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education and the Seventh Summit of the Americas, to be held in Panamá, on April 11-12, 2015:
The Chair of the CIE will encourage discussion amongst the ministers to consider the importance of contributing to the Summits process with respect to the core theme of the upcoming Summit: “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas.”

The Chair of the CIE hopes to have the approval of the member states to convey to the Heads of State and Government the need to support the process of building an Inter-American Education Agenda.

E.
Closing Session:
The session will conclude with messages from OAS and Panamanian government authorities.
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�.	The Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) was created in 2003 as a collegial body comprised of representatives of the Ministers of Education of the member states of the Organization of American States; it serves as an open-ended mechanism for ministerial dialogue and is responsible for developing and following up on the lines of action set out by the Ministers of Education in response to the mandates issued under the Summits of the Americas process. The CIE’s operations are governed by its �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_13/CIDRP00404E02.doc"��Rules of Procedure�.


�.	To access the Social Charter of the Americas, please click �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_14/CIDRP00680E02.doc"��here�.


�.	Please see resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLVII-E/14), GUIDELINES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STRATEGIC VISION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) (Adopted at the plenary session held on September 12, 2014. To access the document, please �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_14/AG06666E04.doc"��click here�.


�.	For further information, please see the document “Classification of Mandates in the Area of Integral Development (2007-2013)” (CIDI/doc.87/14), available �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_14/CIDRP00680E02.doc"��here�. Also recommended is the document “Report of the Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group of CIDI to Review Mandates on Integral Development” (CIDI/doc.83/14 rev. 1), available �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_14/CIDRP00682E05.doc"��here�. 


�.	Declaration of Cartagena de Indias, “Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education.” Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, November 2007. 


�.	Ibid.


�.	Declaration of Quito, “Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education.” Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. Quito, Ecuador, August 2009. To access this document, please �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_09/CIDI02677E02.doc"��click here�.


�.	Ibid.


�.	Declaration of Paramaribo, “Transforming the Role of Teachers to Meet the Challenges of the 21st Century.” Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. Paramaribo, Suriname, March 2012. To access this document, please �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=V.10.1%20CIDI/RME/DEC.&classNum=1&lang=e"��click here.�


�.	Consultation on the Inter-American Education Agenda.


�.	Consultation on the Inter-American Education Agenda. (Presentation of Results: Responses Received from Member States on the Proposed Lines of Action to be Included in the Inter-American Education Agenda). �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=XIII.6.6%20CIDI/CIE/inf.&classNum=10&lang=e"��Please click here�





