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GUIDELINES FOR THE WORKING GROUPS CREATED IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE VIII INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

(Includes the comments presented during the preparatory meeting, held on January 20 and 21, 2015)

The main objective of the Working Groups is to submit to the ninth ministerial meeting recommendations on action strategies based essentially on the promotion of policy dialogue, mutual knowledge, the exchange of experiences, and intersectoral cooperation, which will help guide the implementation of this Agenda, fostering the development of innovative educational solutions to address the realities and needs of the member states in terms of the existing mandates identified as priorities of this Agenda. 
a. Participation in the Working Groups shall be open to all member states. Member states may participate in one or more Working Groups. 

b. With prior authorization from the Working Group’s officers, international, regional, and subregional entities and organizations, as well national and international entities and persons of recognized competence in the matters to be considered, may participate in these forums, provided that they express an interest in doing so.

c. The Working Groups shall draw up, prior to July 30, 2015, and in coordination with the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), a work plan establishing the method whereby each of the Groups will formulate the recommendations on strategies for action that will guide the development of this agenda and be presented at the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. The Working Groups shall take the following factors into account in developing the strategies for action:

i. Review joint working practices with other institutions, especially with sectoral ministries (intersectoral dialogue), to provide experiences and models for interagency coordination and integrate policies and resources from the educational area with those from such other areas as health, employment, social inclusion and protection, technology, and economic and productive development, among others;

ii. Identify and promote the exchange of any good practices, policies, strategies, and programs that have had positive impacts on the prioritized thematic areas, with special emphasis on innovative initiatives and on actions taken as part of a plan for intersectoral coordination and in partnership with the private sector, civil society organizations, and academia;

iii. Explore avenues for stepping up efforts and coordination with existing OAS networks, such as the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (RIED), the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL/IACML), the Inter-American Social Protection Network (RIPSO), the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC), and coordination with other initiatives carried out in other regional and international forums;

iv. Promote and deepen cooperation in education with a view to achieving tangible and sustainable results, focusing in particular on South-South and triangular cooperation;

v. Hold face-to-face and/or virtual meetings to carry out the proposed activities; and 

vi. Interact and explore cooperative opportunities with the other Working Groups. 

d. The Working Groups shall meet at least four times prior to the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education and shall submit annual reports to CIDI on the outcomes and progress achieved in implementing their work plan to formulate recommendations on strategies for action to guide the implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda. 

e. The Technical Secretariat of the CIE shall serve as Technical Secretariat of the Working Groups and shall provide necessary support for organizing their meetings, preparing technical inputs entrusted to them, advising their officers, drafting reports, and following up on their progress and results.

f. The Technical Secretariat of the CIE shall provide the Working Groups, in collaboration with the Education Portal of the Americas, with innovative tools and virtual forums to support dialogue and interaction within and among the Groups, throughout the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda.

g. The Technical Secretariat of the CIE shall report periodically to the permanent missions to the OAS on the advances made by the Working Groups in building the Inter-American Education Agenda, primarily through distribution of the reports drawn up by the Working Groups.

1. AREAS OF ACTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN EDUCATION AGENDA 


Each Working Group, in keeping with its respective mandate, shall examine and prioritize areas of action to foster the formulation of recommendations on strategies for action to guide implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda, on the basis of the principles of collaboration, intersectorality, and interculturality. 

WORKING GROUP 1 shall draw up recommendations to be presented to the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education on strategies for action to help increase mutual knowledge, foster the exchange of practices, and explore opportunities for intersectoral cooperation in such areas of action as:  (i) improved distribution and use of public spending for education; (ii) promotion of a culture of follow-up, monitoring, and evaluation; (iii) strengthening of information systems with statistics and indicators by region; (iv) development and encouragement of a culture of educational research; (v) enhancement of the quality of services offered by educational centers (considering infrastructure, equipment, connectivity, accessibility, nutrition, and scholarships); (vi) updating and use of new learning strategies consistent with multiculturalism; (vii) teacher training in the detection and timely response to special educational needs; (viii) promotion of sign language and Braille system learning, among other methods; promotion of monitoring and evaluation of the impact of the use of LCTs (Learning and Communication Technologies) in teaching and learning processes; (ix) promotion of inter-American efforts to tackle the eradication of literacy. Also considered will be (x) the development of educational programs to promote, among other skills, experimentation; the development of critical, comprehensive, and analytical thinking and of communication skills among students; citizenship training; respect for diversity and interculturality; art; environmental education and risk management; and recreation. 

WORKING GROUP 2:  DEVELOPMENT OF THE TEACHING PROFESSION


Working Group 2 shall draw up recommendations to be presented to the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education on strategies for action to help increase mutual knowledge, foster the exchange of practices, and explore opportunities for intersectoral cooperation in such areas of action as:  (i) teacher training, with an emphasis on the definition and profile of admissions and graduation in training institutions and the attraction and retention of talented individuals with an interest in becoming teachers; (ii) development of the teaching profession and increased access by teachers and school administrators to innovative initial, continuing, and relevant training plans in diverse specialized areas; (iii) greater opportunities for in-service teachers and school administrators to participate in academic mobility programs and in subregional and regional internships that evaluate classroom impact; and (iv) development of virtual and face-to-face communities of practice to expand educators’ opportunities to learn about and share educational experiences and innovative pedagogical practices.

WORKING GROUP 3:  COMPREHENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE

Working Group 3 shall draw up recommendations to be presented to the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education on strategies for action to help increase mutual knowledge, foster the exchange of practices, and explore opportunities for intersectoral cooperation in such areas of action as:  (i) the development of practices and programs that promote and expand the development of preschool education for five-year-old children and to expand coverage for four-year-olds; (ii) promotion of formal and nonformal comprehensive care for children from birth to five years of age, incorporating timely stimulation and attention to psycho-affective needs, in coordination with other institutions; and (iii) comprehensive development of children, with an emphasis on promotion of the development of logical thinking and communication and psychomotor processes and on the strengthening of programs for children involving artistic expression and physical activity and play.
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