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· Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States,

· The Hon. Dr. Marcela Paredes de Vásquez, Minister of Education of Panama;

· Ministers of Education and delegates;

· Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the OAS, Mrs. SherryTross,

· Ladies and Gentlemen:


It is a pleasure to be here with you for the VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. I wish to thank the Government of Panama and in particular Minister Paredes for their hospitality and for the excellent arrangements. Just over a week ago, I had the opportunity to be here to participate in negotiations for the Summit of the Americas and I am delighted to be here again, taking part in another meeting of consequence for the countries and peoples of the Hemisphere. 


It is indeed a wonderful coincidence that I happen to be chairing the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and participating in this important discussion to create an Inter-American Agenda for Education. Clearly, this follows a strategic path from Paramaribo, the capital of my own country, to beautiful Panama City, where we find ourselves today.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This ministerial process is key to achieving the shared educational goals of OAS member states. As emphasized in the Declaration of Paramaribo of 2012, “equal and timely access to education is a human right, quality education is essential and constitutes an effective tool for reducing inequality and creating conditions for development and for the wellbeing of the population.” 


Now, building on the commitments and achievements of the past seven Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education, we look to you, the Ministers of Education of the Americas, for policy guidance and leadership in defining specific strategies as well as lines of action that will enable all of the countries of the Hemisphere to realize our common objectives. 


Our endeavors during the past three years towards building an Inter-American Education Agenda with a collaborative and inter-sectorial focus, is a clear reflection of our recognition of the centrality of education for the development agenda for our individual countries.


We also recognize that education plays a pivotal role in all aspects of social-economic growth and social inclusion, ensuring that citizens are actively engaged, not only in social-economic life but also as key partners in democratic governance. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In various instruments of the OAS, including the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Social Charter of the Americas and the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter, there is clear consensus that sustainable human, social, and economic development are crucial for attaining social justice and equality in our Hemisphere. 

Not only in its instruments, but also through its institutions and policies, the OAS recognizes the crucial role of education in advancing the goals of integral development. It has committed itself to addressing issues of social inclusion and inequality by advancing educational capacity in the hemisphere. 

In fact, in April 2014, in an address alongside the President of the World Bank, the OAS Secretary General, expressed his belief that    “unequal access to quality education and other productive assets is not only the source of wide economic disparities, but it also prevents intergenerational mobility”

Now, education is certainly fundamental to all four pillars of the OAS, for safeguarding democracy and human rights and for promoting security and development. 

Consequently, the decisions you adopt as Ministers, will have major implications for how the OAS and the inter-American family will address this essential area, going forward. Education will certainly constitute a priority area of our sub-regional, regional and global development agenda. We have to ensure that education will be high priority on the post-2015 development agenda! 


I wish to heartily thank and recognize all the Member States for their commitment to this work and to each step of the preparation process. I had the pleasure of participating in the preparatory meeting for this ministerial gathering - and as I stated then - I believe that educational opportunity stands as that first step towards socio-economic equality. I indicated, furthermore, that educational opportunities comprise a dynamic tool with which to broaden inter-organizational collaboration and cross-organizational cooperation. 


Hence, we must commit to promoting and engaging in dialogue and cooperation with all relevant stakeholders, who can (i) support policy, (ii) implement plans of action, and (iii) advance specific goals.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


As we work to finalize oursustainable development goals and prepare for the upcoming Summit of the Americas, here in Panama in April 2015, it is instructive that education has emerged as one of the key elements for both the hemispheric and global orientation of development. 

Therefore, we are obliged to weave education into the very fabric of our economic -, social - and political development strategies. Through cooperative action and shared responsibility, we can deliver. 


The challenge to get 34 countries on the same page goes without saying….,!  But, we can certainly seize this opportunity to put our future cooperation on a firm footing so that we can advance together.


There is so much that we can begin to do…!



And so, I am particularly pleased that I am currently in the unique position, serving as both the Chair of the Permanent Council and Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI). 

I believe that this affords me a dual platform to contribute to advancing this dialogue and to bring visibility to the decisions you adopt at this Ministerial gathering.


All of this, as we seek increased synergies and complementariness with other OAS development forums and greater engagement and participation of civil society and of sub-regional and regional partners for development. 


One of the OAS and CIDI comparative advantages is the formulation and implementation of an integrated, cross-cutting and comprehensive development agenda,one that is not limited to a single issue, but which benefits from having an inter-sectorial and inter-disciplinary input.  


The dialogue you will have tomorrow with your counterparts, the Ministers of Labor, will provide the initial impetus for the creation of a more coherent and programmatic framework in relation to education, work-force development and social inclusion.  


I am confident that this dialogue will create more comprehensive and coordinated solutions and that this will, eventually, be extended to other sectors.


I wish you a productive meeting and I look forward to working together with you to implement the strategies that will be planned and adopted at this gathering.









Thank you. 
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