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REMARKS BY H.E. JORGE FAMILIAR, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE WORLD BANK 
FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
(Delivered at the inaugural session, held on February 9, 2017)
· Honorable Prime Minister Gladstone Christie, 
· Minister Fitzgerald, and other ministers, 
· My dear friend Secretary General Almagro, partners, and colleagues,
· Developing our region’s human capital has never been more urgent. 

· Education can, and must, be the catalyst for unleashing our region’s potential. 
· Latin America and the Caribbean has placed considerable emphasis on education and has made considerable progress in improving access to school. The average years of schooling of the youth population has increased from 6 to 11 years between 1970 and 2010. 
· Yet it is not enough.

· We know that what and how students learn in school matters just as much for economic growth and poverty reduction than only providing access to education. 
· In Latin America and the Caribbean, low quality education and high dropout rates remain major challenges to building the skills of the workforce and boosting productivity.
· The latest results of the OECD’s PISA test serve as a stark reminder of the immense challenge that we face to improve the quality of education: education outcomes across the region remain the equivalent of two to three years of schooling below the OECD and Asian peers.
· Countries in Latin America and the Caribbean have the largest disparities in learning outcomes in the world. Even students who score in the top 25% are significantly below the OECD average. 
· The insufficient preparation of our children is a handicap to our future prosperity, to our social wellbeing, and to our capacity to provide equal opportunities for all.   
· That is why investing in human capital by improving the quality of education services for all our children and youth in Latin America and the Caribbean is at the core of the World Bank’s engagement in the region. 
· We are committed to supporting countries as they formulate and implement their strategies to achieve Sustainable Development Goal number four (SDG 4), which aims to “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”.  

· Our current education commitments amount to US$2.72 billion across 15 different countries in the Latin America and Caribbean region, and another US$220.7 million in commitments are expected to be approved by June 2017. 
What we do:

· In Haiti, we are helping rebuild the basic education system and develop standards to improve school performance.
· In Mexico, reaching the most marginalized rural and indigenous communities through early childhood and basic education services is key to promote equality in educational opportunities. 
· We are also fostering access to tertiary education for the most vulnerable in Colombia, and improving access and quality of tertiary education and research in Peru, Chile and Costa Rica, many of these students from indigenous communities. 
What we have learned from our research:

· The quality of teachers is one of the most powerful determinants of student learning. Our report "Great Teachers: How to Raise Student Learning in Latin America and the Caribbean," found that teachers devote less than 65 percent of classroom time to instruction. That adds up to the loss of a full day of instruction each week. (The study was based on assessments made in 15,000 classrooms in 3,000 public primary and secondary schools, in seven countries in the region).
· An additional challenge is that 1 in every 5 Latin American and Caribbean between the ages of 15 and 24 wakes up every morning with no school to attend or paid job to go to - they are the so-called “ninis” — ni estudia, ni trabaja (neither studying nor working youth) — and they are more than 20 million in our region. 
· As highlighted in our report “Out of School and Out of Work: Risk and Opportunities for Latin America’s Ninis”, addressing the plight of the Ninis, and preventing them from becoming one, will be also key for the education agenda of the region.
· Next month, the World Bank will launch our newest study on Tertiary Education, which will dwell extensively on the issue of quality of education and its relation to equity.
· Over the past years, we have been paying specific attention to good teaching and teacher training. From a personal experience, if it hadn’t been for my sixth-grade teacher, I probably would have never spelled correctly in Spanish. 
· While the importance of good teaching is obvious intuitively, we have placed considerable effort in observing teacher practices and evaluating the programs and policies of greatest impact for education outcomes. Across Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Jamaica, Guyana, the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Nicaragua, our projects have informed the design of new approaches and priorities in the training of teachers and school teachers, their assessment models and the learning programs of teacher training institutions.
· A teacher with the right competences and commitment can change the lives of many of our children and youth.  Through their impact on learning, a good teacher can improve not only children’s education but their labor market trajectories. A good teacher with the right support can increase students’ secondary graduation rates, improve college attendance, increase wages and employability and reduce teenage pregnancy. Therefore, having better teachers is at the center of the regions’ development strategy.  
· Because of our commitment to improving the quality of education for our region’s children and youth, I signed together with my friend and colleague Secretary General Almagro an agreement at the Summit of the Americas in April 2015 an agreement made at the invitation of the President of Colombia Santos to deepen our engagement with our partners and the countries of the region in support of the Inter-American Education Agenda. 
· And for the past two years, we have worked to foster lessons learned and regional collaboration in education. We have also developed a program through a multi-year participative process to gather the best ideas from key stakeholders across the region in different venues from Puebla to Andorra.  
· In the next couple of days, we will be presenting to you our new Regional Program for the Development of the Teacher Profession, which was endorsed by your representatives during the Buenos Aires Summit last December. It aims to support innovative initiatives on teacher training and develop a common quality assurance framework for teacher training programs. 
· To conclude, despite significant progress made in getting children to school, the region still has a long way to go to attain the quality of teaching that our children deserve.
· There is no time to lose! Let’s make this meeting as productive as possible and mobilize our resources to unleash our region’s great potential.

· Thank you. 
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