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CIE’s Technical Secretariat, per request of the Chair, consulted internal (OAS) partners and potential contributors about the specific initiatives and areas for collaboration to support the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA) implementation.  Below is a compilation of all the responses.
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I.  Department of Social Inclusion, Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity 
1. Overview of programs related to IEA:
	The Department of Social Inclusion of the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity proposes to complement the work of the OAS in support of the implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA) from the perspective of one of the key challenges in the field of education, education inequality, directly contributing with the strategic line of action related to “Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education”. To this end, the DSI makes available all resources, contacts with strategic partners, and knowledge and experience in addressing the challenges of inequality in education, especially for groups in vulnerable situations (indigenous, afro descendants, children, women, and the poor and extreme poor) to move the work plan activities of this line of action forward. 

Additionally, in follow up to the signing of a Letter of Intention during the 2015 Summit of the Americas by the Government of Colombia, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the Inter-American Development Bank, the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), the Organization of American States and the World Bank, the Department of Social Inclusion along with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Secretariat for Hemispheric Affairs was tasked with operationalizing the development of one key initiative of the OAS, that enables the Organization to lead the articulation of the regional efforts that are being carried-out in the field of education around supporting the implementation of the Work Plans developed by Ministers of Education within the building process of the Inter-American Education Agenda, which are subject to approval at the 2017 Ministerial on Education taking place in The Bahamas.

In this regard, during 2015 and 2016, crucial work to support the SG’s commitment to make the OAS the leader in this much-needed articulation at the inter-American level has been advanced, and to this end, funding and agency support has been secured to support some of proposed activities in the Working Plan defined for the prioritized thematic area of “Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education”. The work advanced could also prove useful for providing inputs and experiences that may contribute to support member states in the development of the activities included in the remaining lines of action of the IEA, as well as in the implementation of initiatives that facilitate the achievement of goals laid out in the Sustainable Development Objective 4. 

All of the work already undertaken and all work proposed seeks to contribute to the implementation of the IEA. This was also emphasized as part of a consultation process that took place in December of 2016 with representatives from member states and inter-American agencies working in the field of education.



2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	Work is being undertaken by the Department of Social Inclusion for activities that support the implementation of the line of action 1.1 - Identify, study and promote innovative initiatives - policies, programs and experiences- aimed at improving learning processes and pedagogical mediation in educational centers that promote quality, inclusion and equity-, included in the Work Plan elaborated by Working Group 1 on “Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education”:

1. Prepare a conceptual map that identifies and systematizes the different contributing factors to students´ learning processes (from preschool to technical vocational education).

2. Develop a database of promising practices and relevant publications developed by institutions and agencies in the region in the last 5 years.

3. Develop a protocol to identify innovative practices of policies, programs and initiatives developed by OAS Member States in the last 5 years to improve students´ learning processes.

4. Develop a document that systematizes and analyzes the information collected in activities 1, 2 and 3.

5. Design a virtual library that gathers the information collected in activities 2 and 4, and make it accessible to interested audiences through the Virtual Platform for Educational Cooperation in the Americas.

6. Develop a document that provides Member States with policy recommendations directed towards the review, strengthening and/or development of policies, programs and initiatives that seek to improve students´ learning processes and address education inequality, with a specific emphasis on students´ from vulnerable populations. The document will also propose strategies of action to implement those policy recommendations.

7. Organize a meeting to disseminate and discuss the documents prepared, and to promote the exchange of experiences among Member States on the themes addressed.

The Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) and the Permanent Observer Mission of China to the OAS has committed funds to implement the aforementioned activities.



3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	1. Increase the collaboration between institutions and strategic partners in the region to support the work of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) in their efforts to implement the Inter-American Education Agenda, and in particular, the activities proposed under “Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education”.

2. Development of cooperation projects that promote the exchange of experiences and the transference/adaptation of promising practices, within the framework of the line of action 2 “Design dissemination methods that share best practices carried out by member states”, corresponding to the Plan of Action elaborated by Working Group 1 on “Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education”. 

3. Development of research and cooperation projects focused on improving the learning achievements of students from low-income and/or vulnerable populations.

4. Development of tools, both to improve the understanding and measurement of inequality in education, as well as the identification and systematization of relevant resources and promising practices in the field.

5. Elaboration of policy recommendations and tools to review, reform and develop innovative public policies that address inequality in education from a socio-inclusive education approach.

6. Design and implementation of training mechanisms to build capacities in member states to evaluate, review, reform and develop innovative public policies that address inequality in education from a socio-inclusive education approach.

7. Promote inter-sectorial and inter-institutional social and policy dialogue discussions on inequality in education.

8. Promote the policy dialogue between Ministries of Education and Ministries of Social Development.



II. The Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN)

4. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	The Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN) is s a network of teachers, policymakers, and other stakeholders involved or interested in the teaching profession in the Americas. ITEN’s mission is to contribute to the improvement of the quality of education in the Americas by promoting knowledge exchange, capacity building and technical assistance through the use of virtual tools and in-person activities. ITEN is comprised of the following ten activities for its third phase, which covers the period of June 2016 to May 2018, offered in English and Spanish:
Activities for Policymakers:

· Technical Cooperation Missions  (ITEN Cooperation Missions)

· The Inter-American Collaboratory on the Teaching Profession (Co-TEP), an online knowledge bank
Activities for Teachers: 

· The Virtual Community of Practice 

· ITEN Webinars

· Massive, Open, Online Courses via ITEN Campus 

· Online Toolkits

· Audio Program:  ITEN Audio

· Lesson Plan Web Based Library (to be launched in 2017)

· Map of Mobile Learning Practices (to be launched in 2017)

· Onsite Workshops: My School in Action



5. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. ITEN Technical Cooperation Missions: ITEN has acquired expertise in the launching, implementation, and follow-up of technical cooperation missions between Ministries of Education in the region based on its successful facilitation of 13 such missions during ITEN Phase 2 (2014 to May of 2016). ITEN has already built a solid network in OAS member states through these onsite missions, which have not only benefitted the Ministries working with teachers but also the teachers directly. The reports of participating Ministries of Education are shared in the Co-TEP online knowledge bank. After cooperating with CIE to launch a call for proposals for missions during ITEN Phase 3, ITEN has received and is currently reviewing proposals for missions to take place between December 2016 and December 2017. (Line of Action 2, Activity 1.1.3 and Line of Action 3, Activity 3.1.2) 


b. Co-TEP online knowledge bank: This is a collection of more than 600 policies, practices, publications, and research documents all related to the teaching profession and available for download without charge. It was originally designed as a tool for Ministries of Education of member states to share their successes, serving as a source of ideas for potential technical cooperation missions, and the rate of visits it receives indicate it is being used for wider purposes as well. ITEN is currently collaborating with the Technical Secretariat to propose options for how best to share and take advantage of this resource.  

c. ITEN’s online and audio courses for teachers: These courses are focused on the teaching of critical thinking in the classroom, are already being implemented in the region, and in some cases are even recognized by Ministries of Education in OAS Member States. Most of these courses are offered online through the ITEN Campus and the platform UDEMY. However, the ITEN Audio program offers courses that do not require online access to reach out to teachers in rural areas with little or no Internet access. These courses are free and available to citizens of the Americas. (Line of Action 2, Activity 2.2.1 and Activity 2.2.3)
d.  ITEN webinars and onsite workshops: These activities offer virtual and onsite professional development opportunities in practical topics related to teaching, including critical thinking, mathematics, science, literacy, civic education, the effective use of technology, etc. The ITEN Webinar Platform permits the live virtual participation of teachers in the region in monthly presentations; many more teachers view the recorded webinars after the event. ITEN coordinates with local Ministries of Education to provide My School in Action workshops, three-day onsite workshops for teacher trainers. 

e. ITEN Virtual Community of Practice: Through this virtual platform, which already consists of over 30,000 members from Spanish- and English-speaking OAS Member States, teachers interact and share best practices with peers and obtain information on OAS and other activities pertinent to teachers, such as scholarships and professional development opportunities. This community is an excellent vehicle for dissemination of any products or opportunities developed as a result of the work plan. (Line of Action 2, Activity 2.2.2) The community also offers interest groups, which can include interest groups related to quality, inclusive, and equitable education as well as early childhood education (Lines of Action 1-3).  


f. ITEN Lesson Plan Library and Mobile Learning Map: In response to requests from teachers, ITEN is developing an online library in which teachers can share, review, and download lesson plans and practices involving the use of mobile devices. 



6. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	Most of the ITEN activities mentioned above were launched in its Phase 2 (2014-May 2016) and are continuing and/or being expanded during Phase 3 (June 2016-May 2018). The project profile (work plan) and budget for this phase are final and approved. Ministries of Education in the region are already implementing and, in some cases, even recognizing these activities either by co-certifying or validating the courses and workshops that ITEN offers. ITEN looks forward to continuing the collaboration with CIE and with the Ministries in these activities. Any activity beyond May 2018 is subject to ITEN securing funding for a future phase. 
  


III. OAS Scholarships and Training Program 

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	The Department of Human Development and Education (DHDE) through its OAS Scholarship and Training Programs provides diverse scholarship opportunities for academic and professional development studies to citizens or permanent residents of OAS member countries to study in recognized educational institutions of the OAS member and observer states, with the goal of strengthening human and institutional capacity and thus, foster integral development throughout the Hemisphere.


The OAS provides scholarship opportunities to citizens or permanent residents of its Members for different levels of study starting from undergraduate degrees to post-doctoral research, including professional development courses, depending on each scholarship program. Studies can be online or on-site at any educational institution from the Member States of the OAS and, for some scholarship programs, in educational institutions from Observer States as well.

The goal of this program is to provide higher education opportunities for citizens of the Americas through scholarship programs, supporting the internationalization processes of higher education institutions in the region as a way to enhance competitiveness in the region and to improve cohesion and regional integration.  

There are different types of scholarships, the OAS Academic Scholarships, for the pursuit of Master and Doctoral level studies, as well as Graduate Research leading to a university degree. Under the OAS Special Caribbean Scholarships Program (SPECAF), scholarships are granted for the last two years of undergraduate studies to citizens and permanent residents of OAS member states from the English-speaking Caribbean and Suriname. The OAS Professional Development Scholarship Program (PDSP), grants scholarships every year for students to complete short or medium-term, intensive, non-academic courses and training programs. The OAS Partnerships for Education and Training Program (PAEC) formally established in 2010, offers citizens of the Americas increased access to quality higher education through scholarships for undergraduate and graduate studies, as well as professional development programs in institutions of OAS observer and member states. 

The execution of these programs is subject to yearly OAS and partners funding. 



2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	The on-going provision of degree driven academic scholarships focused on the field of education, short term technical trainings and education specializations. These scholarships are provided from our partnership in education and training programs, professional development and online training platforms through the Educational Portal of The Americas. It is worth noticing that these professional development opportunities are geared to all education professionals and not only restricted to teachers. 
The provision of technical advice on the better use and management of scholarships geared to teachers and education professionals. After more than 50 years executing scholarship programs, we can share best practices for wider impact in the field of education. 
The aforementioned education opportunities will be offered to support Objective 2 of the Working Group 2: Strengthening of the Teaching Profession.



3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	1. We can leverage the OAS University Consortium, conformed by more than 150 universities in the region and develop an OAS Consortium with and Education Focus.
2. We can leverage already existing national scholarship programs in education and internationalize these efforts by bringing education professionals from the region to country-specific programs. 
3. We can create a new government-funded OAS Scholarships Program Fund for the Implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda for the 34 Member States.  
4. The PAEC could respond to specific training needs of individual OAS Member States in the three lines of action of the IEA. The OAS Scholarships and Training Program can act as broker for Member States negotiating tuition reductions/waivers and other concessions by academic institutions; Member States would cover the rest of the expenses of OAS scholarship recipients.
5. The OAS Scholarships and Training Programs shall make a priority to support the Inter-American Education Agenda by considering partnership, creating scholarship opportunities, and awarding scholarships in the three lines of action of the IEA.


4. Additional comments or recommendations

	The aforementioned initiatives and technical cooperation can be executed only if there is funding available.



IV. Inter-American Committee for Telecommunications 

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	CITEL The Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) is a specialized entity of the Organization of American States (OAS) that facilitates and promotes the development of Telecommunications and Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and is the main forum for discussion, analysis and debate of the telecommunications sector in the region. At CITEL, the American States and the private sector coordinate regional efforts within the Global Information Society, in order to accelerate socially, economically and environmentally sustainable development for the inhabitants of the Americas through the development of telecommunications/ ICTs.
ICT Appropriation

2030 ICT Alliance for the Americas: The goal of the Alliance is to promote development in the region by mobilizing resources and products that contribute to increased connectivity and foster digital knowledge, in order to improve the quality of the education in the Americas and promote talents for the new digital economy.  At the moment, the companies that are partners in the Alliance are: America Movil Cisco, Millicom, and Telefonica.



2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	In support of the Work Plans of the Three Priority Areas of the Inter-American Education Agenda, in particular Objective 1 of the Work Plan on Quality, Inclusive and Equitable Education related to “Learn about and exchange policies, programs and experiences regarding quality, inclusive and equitable education at all levels” and its Objective 2 “Develop cooperation projects on quality, inclusive and equitable education among member States.” CITEL proposes the following digital education initiatives to work jointly with the educational authorities of the OAS Member States:
a. Stem4Good Americas: Competitions on creating mobile applications for young entrepreneurs of the Americas between 14 and 18 years.
b. Profuturo-Digital Suitcases: Improve educational quality through digital education in highly vulnerable environments in Latin America and the Caribbean.
c. Child Online Protection educational programs: intended to promote and empower children, parents, teachers and our customers to be safe online.




3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	a. Ensure that every public school in the Americas is connected to the Internet before year 2030, and to create relevant local contents
b. Promote digital training and contribute in improving the quality of education
c.  Develop talents for the new digital economy.



4. Additional comments or recommendations

	Proposal to consider the endorsement of the ICT 2030 Alliance for the Americas by the Ministers of Education.  This Alliance/Partnership is intended to support the member States of the Organization of American States in their path of integrating ICT into national policies within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which recognizes the great potential of global connectivity to accelerate human progress, reduce digital gaps, and develop knowledge societies. The Alliance was launched on June 14th 2016 during the last OAS General Assembly”.      
Complete document: ICT 2030 Alliance


V. Trust for the Americas 

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	POETA –Partnerships for Economic Opportunities Through technology in the Americas:
a 10-year Program that focus on providing vocational, ITC and job readiness skills to underserved communities in 17 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. We have experience working with more than 70 local partners from public, private, non-profit sector and Academia. We have a tool-kit with courses in the areas of ICT, Economic Opportunities and Human Development. This content has been design in partnership with private, non-profit and public sector. The most outstanding issue about our methodology is that we have been working closely with different stakeholders to understand the educational needs of vulnerable communities, especially persons with disabilities, youth-at risk and demobilized and displaced populations. 
Since 2014, the POETA projects operate under the POETA Social Franchise Model, where local partners operate the training centers under the POETA brand, receiving in exchange technical assistance. The model includes tools to be transferred through a capacity building program to local organizations. The Trust gives resources and tools in 5 different ways:
i) Training to teachers
ii) Monitoring and Evaluation of educational programs

iii) Knowledge sharing among the different centers across the region

iv) Sustainability practices to sustain the projects in the long-run. 

DIA - Democratizing Innovation in the Americas
 Fosters innovation and aims to activate the hidden talents of underserved populations in the region. This initiative seeks to empower new generations through cutting-edge technology and innovation curricula to ultimately promote equitable prosperity for vulnerable communities. We want to democratize access to innovation as a way to empower creativity and talents of young people so they could come up with creative solution to solve pressing issues in their communities. DIA provides partners with cutting-edge technology, financial resources, and specialized curricula to facilitate social and economic ventures. DIA has grown from one Innovation Laboratory in Mexico, to a network of innovators in Costa Rica, a group of Innovation Labs in Colombia, and a Urban Laboratory in Kingston, Jamaica.

	


2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. POETA and DIA are our flag-ship programs and are our mayor ongoing initiatives in Latin America and the Caribbean. These programs could help support the action plan for Working Group 1, since these are programs have a strong component in inclusive and equitable education for underserved populations. Within these two programs we want to highlight various on-going projects:
b. POETA YouthSpark: focus on digital literacy training and STEM, specially coding courses for at-risk youth and kinds, currently implemented in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru. 
c. VIVE (Ven, Inspirate y Vende): Retail and life skills training for women (especially women head of household) focus on employability skills and access to employment through certifications of competences.
d. Young Business Leaders: entrepreneurship training for vulnerable communities.
e. A New Path: Provides vocational, live skills, job readiness training to young men and women that are currently or have left correctional facilities in Jamaica.  




3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	Our suggestions are based on the Priority Areas of Action of the Inter-American Education Agenda:

Theme # 1: Quality, inclusive and equitable education:

Objective 1: Learn about and exchange outstanding policies, programs and experiences regarding quality, inclusive and equitable education
For Action line 1 – Focus on Action 1.1.1: The Trust could collaborate by sharing the pedagogical experiences at the POETA centers and the DIA Innovation Labs.  Furthermore, we can design and implement projects and programs that could be implemented though are network in the region. We are also able to provide evaluations conducted in the areas of ITC and vulnerable communities and we will capable to perform impact evaluation to show the effect of inclusion and equity project in vulnerable communities in the Americas. 

The DIA program and its Innovation Labs could serve as an incubator to implement pilot programs of interest to the IEA in the area of innovation and STEM.  Our network of partners that are experts in the education sector, could serve as a source of relevant information regarding this specific theme. Finally, The Trust could serve as a bridge between our network and IEA to collect and systematize essential information. 

Objective 2: Develop cooperation projects on quality, inclusive and equitable education among member states. 

For Action Line 2.1: The Trust have a network of centers in 17 countries in the region that are operated by public, private, non-profit sector and Academia partners, the IEA could use this platform to develop cooperation project in the region.  Since our local partners are already engage with each other, sharing knowledge could be a great opportunity.  For Action 2.1.2 The Trust has expertise in Knowledge transfer (south-south cooperation/ creation and adaptation of curricula). 

With the DIA project we are currently sharing knowledge and best practices between our first center in Monterrey Mexico, with new centers that will be open in Jamaica and Colombia. We can continue to expand this project and collaborate with other countries in the region in areas of innovation for the base of the pyramid. 

 Theme #2: Strengthening of the teaching profession 

Objective 2: Promote opportunities for teacher profession-al development. 
For Action line 1: The Trust developed, have access and have mapped an array of courses that could serve as a platform for teachers and facilitators in formal and vocational training. Teachers training in inclusive practices such as accessibility, women empowerment and cyber-privacy/cyber-bulling for children and how to equip teachers with ITC tools is essential in this technology age. In addition, the Trust have a toll-kit of more than 30 courses and manuals in the areas of ICT, Human Development and Economic Opportunities, complemented by manuals and guides for Facilitators and teachers. The Trust has also the capacity to distribute and pilot courses created by the IEA within its network.   
Theme #3: Comprehensive early childhood care  

Objective 1: Learn about and exchange policies, programs and experiences in relation to comprehensive early childhood care in institutional, community, and family modalities. 

For Action Line 1.3: The Trust have more than 10 years working in educational programs for persons with disabilities, young people and children with different types of disabilities (physical, sensorial, cognitive and intellectual). We could serve as advisors. 



4. Additional comments or recommendations

	In terms of the Implementation of the IEA the Trust want to share various thoughts:
1.  As we are a regional non-profit organization affiliated to the OAS, we could serve as a partner to help implement the projects that will come out of the IEA. Our expertise in the areas of innovation, ITC for development, job readiness, and educational projects with an inclusive approach, are great tools and resources for the working groups.
2. The Trust has a unique characteristic to design and implement projects with a variety of stakeholders (public, private, non-profit sector and Academia). We could bring to the table the knowledge of these stakeholders and leverage funding from private sector by taking advantage of the initiatives we are implementing with private partners that are align with the areas of work of the IEA. 
3. The Trust have experts, content and significant practices in the areas of STEM, ICT and accessibility that could serve the IEA. 
4. The Trust could serve as a bridge to gather relevant information and resources from its local partners that could be relevant for the work to be done by the three working groups in charge of the IEA. 
5. Our network of training centers and Innovation labs could serve as platform to implement pilot projects according to the IEA priorities.
6. Our Award winning programs have been recognized by: The United Nations in collaboration with UNICEF, the US Chamber of Commerce,  the Stockholm Challenge”, The Computerworld Honors Program –USA, The Colombian-British Chamber of Commerce,  The Zero Project-EU and the State of Union report of the Mexican Government for three consecutive years on the topic of quality on Education.



VI. Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology- 

Department of Economic Development

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	The OAS Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology serves as Technical Secretariat for two major regional platforms for public policy dialogue: 1) the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT for its acronym in Spanish); and 2) the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC for its acronym in Spanish). Each of them promote capacity building, training and institutional strengthening in various areas, including science, technology, engineering and mathematics, as well as knowledge transfer and exchange of good practices in innovation, entrepreneurship and intellectual property, in order to enhance productivity, competitiveness and trade in the region.
1) The Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology
The Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology and the Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Science and Technology (REMCYT for its acronym in Spanish), serve as the highest hemispheric forums on questions related to Science, Technology and Innovation. The last Ministerial meeting took place in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on March 10-11, 2015. There, Ministers and High Level Authorities adopted the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020 under the theme Inclusive Innovation: Key to Reducing Inequality and Increasing Productivity in the Region. The document provides mandates and serves as a roadmap for the region to support regional collaboration efforts in Science and Technology for the next 4 years. The plan focuses on 4 priority areas, each of which count on a Working Group: 
· Working Group 1: Innovation (Coordinated by Mexico – CONACYT)

· Working Group 2: Human Resources Education and Training (Argentina MCTIP)
· Working Group 3: National Quality Infrastructure (Canada CNR- Panama SENACYT)
· Working Group 4: Technological Development (Guatemala SENACYT)
Each Working Groups is comprised of Science, Technology and Innovation Authorities of 8 to 12 Members States, as well as strategic partners such as representatives from the private sector, universities, NGOs, professional associations, and other stakeholders of the region. 

Working Groups share knowledge, exchange ideas and develop recommendations and/or collaborative projects. Working Group 2 on Human Resources Education and Training would be the most appropriate to follow-up on the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA) and the Sustainable Development Goal 4 to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”. The Group, coordinated by Argentina, is currently working on a mobility program for engineering students and faculty throughout the Americas; on increasing the number of female graduates in STEM fields; as well on identifying/promoting opportunities of scholarships and internships in science, technology, engineering, and math in the region, including the CONACYT-OAS -AMEXCID Scholarships for Master’s and Doctoral Studies in Science and Engineering in Mexico. A first step for collaboration could consist in receiving the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to present the IEA to the Working Group. 

It’s important to highlight that the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Science and Technology will take place in Colombia in November/December 2017. Any collaboration effort and/or progress made between the COMCYT process and the CIE could be reported at that meeting.
2) The Inter-American Competitiveness Network:
The Inter-American Competitiveness Network brings together High-Level Authorities of Economy, Industry, Trade, SMEs and Competitiveness of the 34 OAS Member States to exchange best practices; identify opportunities for collaboration and stimulate economic growth at the regional, national, and local levels. Every other year, RIAC Authorities meet during the Inter-American Competitiveness Forum (ACF), the biggest event of its kind in The Americas. Last year, the Forum was held under the theme Stronger Institutions  = More Competitiveness, in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on November 16th to 18th, 2015 and received 1,035 participants from 41 countries. There, Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Competitiveness of 28 countries adopted the RIAC Work Plan 2016-2018 in an effort to align the work of the RIAC with the United Nations’ 2030 Sustainable Development Goals and to produce tangible results over the next two years to be presented at Summit of the Americas 2018 in Peru.

With regards to the IEA and the Sustainable Development Goal 4, one of the most relevant activity included in the RIAC Work Plan 2016-2018 is the “Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (ACE)”. The ACE is one-week tour during which +50 leaders of economic development of the Americas and beyond, come to a host country to learn about its innovative practices, business models, research and development facilities and exchange knowledge and best practices on how to enhance trade and competitiveness at the regional level. So far, the tour has enabled over 250 decision makers of the Americas to establish long-term global/regional partnerships. Universities and colleges are very often included in the ACE tours, and many of them have signed cooperation agreements to implement student and faculty exchanges as well as research collaborations and industrial partnerships as a result of the ACEs.  For instance, ACE 6 in Canada featured the coop program of the University of Waterloo, the largest and most successful of its kind with over 19,000 student placements in more than 40 countries. 
The ACE is a flagship activity of the RIAC, and is directly related to the Priority Area # 1 of the IEA, which is to learn about, exchange and disseminate outstanding policies, programs and experiences regarding quality, inclusive and equitable education.  

 The next Americas Competitiveness Forum will be held in Mexico in October 2017. Progress in the implementation of the IEA, in collaboration with the RIAC, could be reported during that Forum. 

	


2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. COMCYT Working Group 2 on Human Resources Education and Training 
b. The Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (ACE), an initiative of the RIAC. 




3. Areas for collaboration in the next 5 years

	a. Inclusive Innovation
b. STEM Education
c. Technical Training and Engineering 
d. Gender Equity and Equality in Science, Technology and Innovation (more girls and female graduates in STEM fields)
e. Students and faculty exchanges
f. f. Scholarship and internship opportunities



4. Additional comments or recommendations

	Gender:

Both the Plan of Action of Guatemala 2016-2020 and the RIAC Work Plan 2016-2018 include strong gender components. The OAS Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology is dedicated to increase the presence of women in the areas of science, technology, and innovation, including in leadership and decision-making positions, and to provide them with the tools they need to become successful entrepreneurs. The Section fully support the cross-cutting theme related to the promotion of gender mainstreaming of the IEA. ACE 6 in Canada included a special panel with Ministers and high-level authorities on women and entrepreneurship and a fire-chat session on women in innovation to share policies and programs to advance women leadership and participation in cutting edge technologies companies, universities and public  sector.

Networks:

The OAS Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology supports two networks – the COMCYT and the RIAC – which can support the CIE by disseminating programs, activities, call for applications and other opportunities of common interest throughout the region and increase the outreach and results of the IEA. 


VII. Technical Cooperation Section/Development Cooperation Fund
1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	The role of the Technical Cooperation Section is to effectively position SEDI’s efforts at optimizing partnerships, building alliances and networks to provide targeted development assistance to member states based on established priorities. A core function of the Section is the management of the Development Cooperation Fund which provides seed funding for the areas of action in the SEDI strategic plan. 

In this regard, the priorities established in the IEA can benefit from the funding provided by the DCF for national and regional priorities. It is important to note that under the newly re-structured DCF member states have mandated that “Education Innovation and technology be cross-cutting themes” in all DCF programs. This means that there is an opportunity to integrate the priorities established in the IEA within the entire DCF programming process regardless of the area of action for the program cycle.
Most importantly, it has been decided that DCF funding for cycle 2017-2021 will be targeted to education, thus, it will support the implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda.

In addition, previous funding cycle of the DCF had prioritized Education as an area for action, to this end a number documented   lessons learned and good practices have emerged and are available for use, on a range of topics from “early childhood education in indigenous communities, teacher training modules for youth civic engagement, to the integration on ICT into the curriculum of schools and the requisite teacher training to effect the same.  The project on ICT integration in particular recently engaged Ministries of Education  of the OCES and  regional and international sector partners from the private sector, academia, NGO’ on solutions to address the gaps identified by member states, namely connectivity, content and applications for ICT in education . Critical next steps including training and tools for teachers which will be supplied by the project and the relevant partners. Specific engagement with the Caribbean Development Bank, Digicel, and Cable & Wireless Flow are part of the continued work of the project.

Finally, the TCS is mandated to work on partnerships for development. Through the online hub for cooperation and partnerships “Cooperanet” opportunities to match specific needs with offers of cooperation from member states and solutions from multi-sectoral partners will be made accessible to member states on an ongoing basis, this means that member states can advance on the implementation of IEA with tailored solutions to suit their respective national context.



2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. Cooperanet- a hub for development cooperation and partnerships
b. Development Cooperation Fund- Education Innovation and technology as cross-cutting in all programs
c. Integration of  ICT into the curriculum of schools with requisite teacher training



3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	a. Match offers and needs of cooperation in Education from multi-sectoral partners through the cooperation exchange platform
b. Ensure that DCF funding provides a space for human resource capacity building an innovation in education 
c. Pursue specific partnerships that can facilitate the implementation of the IEA 


4. Additional comments or recommendations

	Member states are encouraged to make their offers of cooperation and indicate their specific needs in the area of education  through the “Cooperation and Partnership exchange” on the  platform www.cooperanet.net . 


OTHER SPECIFIC INITIATIVES SHARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

Educational Portal of the Americas

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	Through the Educational Portal of the Americas, (EPA) the OAS offers affordable and quality professional development opportunities for men and women, mainly in the form of online and blended courses. Since its creation in 2001 the Portal has provided more than 30,000 scholarships for citizens of the Americas and the Caribbean. 

Its recently renovated Inter-Connected Virtual Platform (ICVP) meets knowledge management needs and serves as a powerful tool for teachers, education agents, policy and decision makers, and professionals involved in development areas. This new ICVP allows access to training programs, technical cooperation and knowledge exchange opportunities in the Hemisphere. The Virtual Platform promotes reliable resources that include valuable research and work developed by OAS Member States (on a political and institutional level, but also in the field with students, families and communities), collected and displayed through the Portal´s Meta-Search Engine after a rigorous process of curatorship. 

The EPA provides services for the design, development and delivery of blended and MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) courses in different areas that support strategic actions related to the Sustainable Development Goals (SGDs). The EPA applies a pedagogical approach to treat educational content, designs digital educational resources and disseminates relevant development information to the region. 

One of the Portal´s technical strengths is oriented to empower and build up institutional capacities for innovation in education; by designing and implementing strategies that include the use of ICT in the classroom, exploring new methodologies, approaches, and trends on education that aim to improve its quality, and a training path to gain leadership through managing and developing projects and environments that promote innovation in education. 


2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. Face-to-face, online and blended training design and delivery oriented to promote quality of education and inclusion across different topics such as gender, youth, disabilities, virtual tutoring, among others; targeted to policy makers, program designers and facilitators, professionals in the field, and civil society leaders. Programs oriented to develop skill on teachers and education agents can go from virtual tutoring to didactic strategies for web 2.0.

b. EPA provides services for creating, streamlining and consolidating virtual networks and communities of practices (public or private) for any targeted group, which allows collaboration, knowledge sharing and co-building among diverse groups (different cultures and sectors). It takes a hybrid approach by mixing a learning environment with a social interaction component.  Examples of communities of practice that can be built with these tools are: virtual tutors, STEAM teachers, Science Fairs responsible and leaders, advocators on gender equality, K-12 teachers, etc. 

c. The Portal´s Inter-Connected Virtual Platform can also support uploading and publishing multimedia resources on innovation in education (meta-search-engine), and collecting and displaying practices on education with the innovation component. Through its interactive map tool users can geo-locate these experiences and know some specifics through textual information, institutional videos and links. 

d. The EPA builds customized programs based on a trainer-of-trainers model, new teaching and learning environments and methodologies, and the use of ICT to widen access to education. It promotes teacher professional development updating, competence development and teaching career advance.   

e. Network for ICTs Coordinators from the Ministries of Education and Science and technology. This network coordinated in conjunction with Virtual Educa, leverages efforts to implement best practices in the sector, as well as learn about public-private partnerships in education and develop the field from a common regional perspective. 

All these activities  could support the Inter-American Education Agenda by identifying best practices,  promoting knowledge exchange through the use of technology ,and strengthen the development of human resources in education .


3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	a. The development of Face-to-face, online and blended training on different subjects related to access and quality of education. 

b. Technical support for the creation, growth and maintenance of themed networks, using a pedagogical approach for the use of virtual environments, strategies and tools. 

c. Services for displaying resources on innovation in education (including publications, webinars, multimedia material, and any others the CIE locates) through the Portal´s meta-search-engine.

d. Reinforce the CIE´s dissemination efforts through the Portal´s Map Tool and meta-search-engine. 


4. Additional comments or recommendations

	These initiatives and technical cooperation can be executed only if there is funding available


EducaSTEAM

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	Steam Education is a trans-disciplinary and integrated perspective to approach knowledge and the challenges faced at every step on the way to understanding life around us. The acronym stands for Science, Technology, Arts and Mathematics, and the benefits of this convergence has turned it into a transversal priority in education, since it has become one of the main drivers of change and development (Näslund-Hadley et al, 2012).  

EducaSTEAM is an initiative of the OAS, created in 2013 upon request of its Member States, that seeks to increase access opportunities and improve STEAM education in the Americas by providing information and knowledge transfer on public policy, formulation and implementation of programs in STEAM areas, and exchange of educational practices between individuals, institutions and governments of Member States of the OAS.

EducaSTEAM has worked strongly from an inquiry-based-learning approach proved to be a methodology focused on the question and school research, which boosts curiosity, critical thinking and the capacity to solve problems. This learning approach has proven to be a successful tool for STEAM education outcomes.

EducaSTEAM is also working to frame and boost a Makers Culture in the region (a do-it-yourself movement about finding new ways to create, invent, and collaborate), since it attracts students’ disengaged with STEM subjects and has the potential to contribute to a more participatory approach and create new pathways into topics that will make STEM subjects more alive and relevant to learners. 


2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. EducaSTEAM Network and its communities of practice which bring together virtually and face-to-face- leaders, professionals, project designers, teachers and other interested stakeholders  to share knowledge, experience,  practices, resources and even joint-hard-work, to contribute to develop STEAM Education in the region. 

b. EducaSTEAM Practice Map collects and displays practices on STEAM Education.

c. Through virtual and onsite exhibits, Makers-challenges and STEM/STEAM fairs, EducaSTEAM promotes, identifies, share and recognize successful projects and practices from a STEAM perspective, and enhances the acquisition, exchange and transfer of that knowledge. 

d. Development of guides and collective productions on STEAM subjects.

e. The implementation of the First Youth Science, Technology and Innovation Fair of the Americas. 

f. The development of the First Network of National Science Fair Coordinators of The Americas.

g. EducaSTEAM Exhibit during Virtual Educa Symposiums. This event allows teachers from all levels to experience hands-on activities on STEAM areas to adapt and replicate them in their own contexts and classrooms. This Exhibition also serves as a scenario to showcase STEAM initiatives with Inquiry Based Learning, Makers and Creative Industries approaches, and enhance collaborations among STEAM teachers and stakeholders. 


3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	a. Face-to-face, online and blended training on different subjects related to access and quality of STEAM education, including new teaching and learning methodologies, approaches and environments. 

b. Technical support for the creation, growth and maintenance of STEAM related networks, using a pedagogical approach for the use of virtual environments, strategies and tools. 

c. Services for displaying resources on STEAM Education (including publications, webinars, multimedia material, and any others the CIE locates) through the Portal´s meta-search-engine.

d. Reinforce the CIE´s dissemination efforts through the Portal´s Map Tool and meta-search-engine. 

e. Technical Cooperation Missions with and among OAS Member States to develop, boost and strengthen institutional capacities for governments, institutions, civil organizations, academia, and private sector.


4. Additional comments or recommendations

	These initiatives and technical cooperation can be executed only if there is funding available.


Virtual Educa 

1. Overview of programs related to IEA:

	Virtual Educa is a multilateral cooperation initiative on innovation in education for sustainable development. It was established in 2001 by the Organization of American States (OAS), with the collaboration of the National University of Distance Education (UNED) of Spain, through the Institute of Advanced Studies for the Americas (INEAM), based in Miami. Virtual Educa has a special status at the OAS, derived both from its multilateral profile as well as its operational and financial autonomy, allowing it to adapt and improve efficiency, including the organization of symposia and forums.

Through its activities, projects and symposiums, Virtual Educa provides collaborative spaces to promote, debate, share, and exchange ideas on innovation and the use of information and communication technologies for education. This multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral approach allows for cooperation among OAS member states in their efforts to promote integral development and increase regional integration.

Virtual Educa is supported by a wide network of institutions, including governments, NGOs, university networks and the private sector. A great number of multilateral organizations, ministries of education, educational agencies, foundations, and professional associations, among others, are also associated with Virtual Educa

In 2012 Virtual Educa expanded its outreach activities to the English-speaking Caribbean. Virtual Educa plans to expand to other regions, including Africa. Virtual Educa has grown to become a regionally recognized initiative, and as hemispheric point of reference. 


2. On-going initiatives that could support the IEA once it is approved   

	a. The Virtual Educa International Symposium is Virtual Educa’s flagship activity. It takes place annually and offers participants the opportunity to visualize how innovation in education with the use of ICTs (Information and Communication Technologies) is developed, showing concrete examples and best practices through workshops, exhibitions, and conferences. It brings together decision makers, corporations, civil society, youth, educational institutions, teachers and other relevant stakeholders to discuss policies and practices on ICTs and innovation in education.

b. The specific activities carried out at the Virtual Educa International Symposium are: Meetings of High Level Authorities in Education, they provide a forum for discussion between ministers or secretaries of education, high level authorities, directors of technology, authorities responsible for teacher development and other educational leaders. This forum has the potential to impact national and regional education policies. Education Workshops, targeted audiences [teachers, young children, students] receive hands-on training in specific topics such as teacher training, the use of ICTs in education, and digital content development.  Conferences, experts from around the world as well as from the host country share their vast experience and state-of-the-art knowledge in their fields. These speakers range from researchers, policy-makers, high level authorities, and professors to CEOs, officers of international organizations, and leaders from different disciplines. Specialized Forums:   Meetings for specialized audiences to discuss ideas and views on relevant issues that have been highlighted by participating authorities and partners over the years are also held. Forums take place over the course of one or two days, at the same time as other Virtual Educa activities. Some examples include: the Global Education and Innovation Forum, the Technological Infrastructure and Connectivity for Education Forum, and the Higher Education, Innovation, and Internationalization Forum. Forums are organized in cooperation with Virtual Educa and OAS partners. Exhibitions: As one of the staple activities of the Symposium, the exhibition brings together private companies, governments and academic institutions that showcase their initiatives and products related to innovation in education and technology.  Each year, the Virtual Educa International Symposium attracts thousands of participants, who can visit the exhibition both on site and online. Virtual Space: With the use of ICTs, an active and widespread participation is made possible in the Virtual Educa Symposium. The Virtual Symposium includes an online academic forum, web streaming of conferences and presentations, and an online exhibition area.
c. Virtual Educa is now implementing the OAS I-Life Skills Centers. These technological hubs are educational and training places for development in strategic areas such as ICTs in education, teacher training, professional development on ocean governance and sustainable development for the Blue economy, Small and Micro Business Incubation Centers, Port Security and Post Disaster Response, amongst other areas.

d. Network for ICTs Coordinators from the Ministries of Education and Science and technology. This network coordinated in conjunction with the Educational Portal of The Americas, leverages efforts to implement best practices in the sector, as well as learn about public-private partnerships in education and develop the field from a common regional perspective. 

These activities contribute as a “How-To” implementation showcase to quality education in the region, the exchange of strategic knowledge in the development of educational programs, and the development of human resource capacity in education and ICTs. These are all lines of action mentioned in the Inter-American Education Agenda.  



3. Areas or activities for collaboration in the next 5 years

	a. All Member States are welcomed to host an OAS-Virtual Educa National or International Symposium or Regional Forum. They are also welcomed to actively participate in the Network for ICTs Coordinators for Ministries of Education and Science and Technology.

b. Virtual Educa OAS I- Life Skills Centers can be developed in any member states and become part of a network of already existing I- Life Skills Centers.


4. Additional comments or recommendations

	These initiatives and technical cooperation can be executed only if there is funding available.
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