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SCHEDULE 
 “The Inter-American Education Agenda: Building alliances and advancing towards the Sustainable Development Goals”
(Agreed at the first plenary session held on February 9, 2017)

Wednesday, February 8, 2017
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.                 Pre-Viewing of the Best Practice and Trade Exhibition
3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS


Venue:  Atropos (Convention Centre)
5:30 p.m. –  6:00 p.m.
Signature of Memorandums of Understanding between the General Secretariat of the OAS and the Government of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas to launch the OAS Small Business Development Centers’ Program in The Bahamas
Venue:  Kronos (Convention Centre)
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Opening of Best Practice and Trade Exhibition, and Welcome Reception
Venue:  Imperial Ballroom E
Thursday, February 9, 2017
7:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS


Venue:  Atropos (Convention Centre)
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION 





Prelude Music: The Royal Bahamas Police Force Band

Colour Guard (Parade of Flags): Royal Bahamas Defence Force Rangers




National Anthem





Opening Prayer

Thursday, February 9, 2017 (continuation)

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION (continuation)
Welcome Remarks:

· H.E. Jerome Fitzgerald, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)

· H.E. Luis Almagro, Secretary General of the Organization of the American States (OAS)

· H.E. Jorge Familiar, Vice President of the World Bank for Latin America and the Caribbean  

· H.E. Perry Gladstone Christie, Prime Minister of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas


Signature of Memorandum of Understanding between the General Secretariat of the OAS and the Government of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas to complement and enhance their scholarships programs 

Musical Presentation from C.C. Sweeting Senior High School  
10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
BREAK – OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH
10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
FIRST PLENARY SESSION - Election of the Chair and other agreements
· Election of the Chair of the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education

· Adoption of the Draft Agenda and Draft Schedule of the Meeting

· Formalization of agreements reached during the LXV regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI). 
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
SECOND PLENARY SESSION - From the VIII to the IX Ministerial Meeting, Panama to The Bahamas (2015 - 2017): Building the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA). 

· Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 (continuation)

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
THIRD PLENARY SESSION - Deepening the Discussion on Quality, Inclusive, and Equitable Education, priority area of the IEA.
Introductory presentations from Ministers of Education (10 min presentations):

· Marcela Paredes de Vásquez, Minister of Education of Panama, former Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education 

· Alicia Vargas, Vice-Minister of Education of Costa Rica, Chair of Working Group 1 of the IEA
· Gale Rigobert, Minister for Education, Innovation, Gender Relations and Sustainable Development of St. Lucia 
Ministerial Dialogue (1 hour)

12:30 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
LUNCH OFFERED BY THE MINISTRY of Education, Science and Technology of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

(To all delegates)

Venue:  Imperial Ballroom E
1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
CITY TOUR – Open to all international delegates.  
Please sign up at Registration by 10:00 a.m, February 9.

Buses leave sharply at 1:15 p.m. from the Lobby Entrance at the Coral Towers

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
FOURTH PLENARY SESSION - Deepening the Discussion on Teacher Training and Professional Development, priority area of IEA.

Introductory presentations from Ministers of Education (10 min presentations):

· Roberto Aguilar, Minister of Education of Bolivia, Chair of Working Group 2 of the IEA

· Ronald D. Jones, Minister of Education, Science, Technology and Innovation of Barbados
· Oscar López, Minister of Education of Guatemala

Ministerial Dialogue (1 hour)
4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 
BREAK

Thursday, February 9, 2017 (continuation)

4:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
FIFTH PLENARY SESSION - Deepening the Discussion on Comprehensive Early Childhood Care, priority area of the IEA.

Introductory Presentations from Ministers of Education (10 min presentations):

· Victor Sanchez, Vice Minister of Planning and Development, Ministry of Education of the Dominican Republic, Chair of Working Group 3 of the IEA
· Floyd Green, Minister of State at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information of Jamaica

· Miguel Herrera, Vice Minister of Education of Ecuador

Ministerial Dialogue (1 hour)
7:00 p.m.
DINNER OFFERED BY THE MINISTRY of Education, Science and Technology of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
(By invitation only)

Venue:  Imperial Ballroom C.
Friday, February 10, 2017 

7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.
Breakfast with Private Sector entities participating in the Best Practices and Trade Exhibition 


(Open to all delegates)

Venue:  Imperial Ballroom I
9:00 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. 
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION: Towards implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda – Building alliances 
· Presentation from Professor Linda Davis, Provost of the University of The Bahamas on Concept Paper “Inter-American Education Agenda: Building Alliances and advancing towards the Sustainable Development Goals“, commissioned by the Delegation of The Bahamas 

Open Dialogue   

Friday, February 10, 2017 (continuation)

9:40 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION: Towards implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda – Strengthening inter-sectoral collaboration 

· Education and Labor 

· Honorable Shane Gibson, Minister of Education and National Insurance of The Bahamas, on behalf of the Minister of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico and Chair of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers 
of Labor (IACML)

Open Dialogue  

· Education and Information and Communication Technologies

· Oscar Leon, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Telecommunications (CITEL)

· Sofía Fernández de Mesa Echeverría, General Director, Profuturo Foundation
Signature of Memorandum of Understanding between the General Secretariat of the OAS and Profuturo Foundation to implement the Digital Classrooms Project in the Americas. 
Open Dialogue

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
EIGHT PLENARY SESSION: Towards implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda – Potential contributions for implementation

International organizations presentations on contributions to IEA:

· Organization of American States (OAS), Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the OAS

· Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI), Paulo Speller, Secretary General 

· United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Atilio Pizarro, Chief of the Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation Section  
Open Dialogue

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
LUNCH OFFERED BY THE MINISTRY of Education, Science and Technology of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

(To all delegates)

Venue:  Imperial Ballroom E
Friday, February 10, 2017 (continuation)

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
EIGHT PLENARY SESSION (continuation): Towards implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda – Potential contributions for implementation
· Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), Patricia Mc Kenzie, Vicepresident for Operations

· Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Emiliana Vegas, Chief of Education Division

· CAF, Development Bank of Latin America, Bibiam Diaz, Principal Education Specialist, Direction of Social Development Projects 

· World Bank, Reema Nayar, Practice Manager for Latin America and the Caribbean Region, Education Global Practice

Open Dialogue

4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
NINTH PLENARY SESSION: Adoption of the Declaration of The Bahamas and the Inter-American Education Agenda
· Election of the Chairs and Vice Chairs of Working Groups and host country of X Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education

· Consideration of the Draft Inter-American Education Agenda and the Draft Declaration of The Bahamas

4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
CLOSING SESSION:
· H.E. Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of the American States (OAS)
· H.E. Jerome Fitzgerald, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)
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