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JOINT WORKING GROUP OF THE
OEA/Ser.T/VIII.2


PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI ON 
GTC/DAH-10/10 rev. 2

EXISTING MECHANISMS FOR DISASTER PREVENTION
9 December 2010


AND RESPONSE AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
Original: Spanish

SCHEDULE FOR THE THEMATIC MEETINGS ON: 

STRENGTHENING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND 

PREVENTION AND RESPONSE COORDINATION SYSTEM

(Approved at the meeting held on December 8, 2010)

Wednesday, December 8, 2010 
(José Gustavo Guerrero Room, Organization of American States)
STRENGTHENING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

Objective:

· Measures to expedite certain customs procedures directly related to the humanitarian assistance received or offered, in case of an emergency or disaster.

· Expediting the entry and transit of means of transport, equipment, and humanitarian supplies.

· Expediting immigration procedures to facilitate proper and timely entry of international humanitarian assistance personnel.

· Tax exemption for equipment and humanitarian supplies requested by the affected country.
10:00 a.m. – 10:10 a.m.
Consideration and adoption of the Draft Schedule (GTC/DAH/doc.10/10 rev. 1) and draft agenda ((GTC/DAH-9/10 rev. 2 corr. 1)

10:10 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.
PRESENTATIONS BY MULTILATERAL AGENCIES, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
· Xavier Castellanos, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean,  International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (20 minutes)
· Claudia Sofía de Windt, Chief of Environmental Law, Policy and Good Governance Section,  Department of Sustainable Development, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Organization of American States (OAS) (20 minutes)

· David Fisher, International Coordinator, International Disaster Response Laws, Rules and Principles (IDRL) Program (30 minutes)
11:20 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Comments by Delegations
Wednesday, December 8, 2010 (continued)

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
PRESENTATIONS BY MEMBER STATE EXPERTS: Earthquake in Haiti
Haiti: 

· Nadia Lochard, Chief of Civil Protection, Ministry of the Interior (10 minutes)
· Jean-Pierre Guiteau, Director General, Haiti Red Cross (10 minutes)
Dominican Republic:

· Luis Antonio Luna Paulino, Chair of the National Emergency Committee and Executive Director of Civil Defense (20 minutes)
Red Cross, International Disaster Response Law (IDRL) Program 

· Isabelle Granger, Coordinator for the Americas

· (20 minutes)
12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Comments by delegations 
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
LUNCH BREAK

2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
PRESENTATIONS BY MEMBER STATE EXPERTS: Other disasters in the Hemisphere
Peru:

· José Ernau Rojas, Logistics Director, Civil Defense Institute  (20 minutes)
United States:

· Dominick Pillot, International Affairs Specialist of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (20 minutes)

· Amy Mintz, American Red Cross (10 minutes)

· Guillermo García, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean Red Cross (10 minutes)

3:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Comments by delegations

3:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Summary and conclusions

· Isabelle Granger, Coordinator for the Americas, International Disaster Response Laws, Rules and Principles (IDRL) Program and David Fisher, International Coordinator IDRL Program
4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Final comments by delegations

Thursday, December 9 2010 
(José Gustavo Guerrero Room, Organization of American States)
STRENGTHENING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE (continued)

10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.
RESENTATIONS BY MEMBER STATE EXPERTS: Domestic laws and regulations in case of disasters

Argentina: 

· Rodolfo Cerviño, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Worship (20 minutes)
· Pedro Gustavo Raveda, Assistant Director General Customs Legal, Office of the Deputy Director General of Customs
Colombia: 

· Walter Cotte, Executive Director, Colombian Red Cross (20 minutes)

10:50 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Comments by delegations

11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.
PROGRESS MADE AT THE INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies: 

· David Fisher, International Coordinator IDRL Program (20 minutes)
· Video presentation on progress achieved in Indonesia (10 minutes)
· Isabelle Granger, Coordinator for the Americas, IDRL Program (20 minutes)
11:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Comments by delegations

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.
HEMISPHERIC LEGAL FRAMEWORK

· Claudia Sofía de Windt, Chief of Environmental Law, Policy and Good Governance Section, DDS, SEDI, OAS (15 minutes)
· David Fisher, International Coordinator IDRL Program (15 minutes)
12:30 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. 
Comments by delegations

Thursday, December 9 2010 (continued)

12:40 p.m. – 1:05 p.m.
PROGRESS MADE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

· Xavier Castellanos, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean (20 minutes)
1:05 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Summary and conclusions
· Xavier Castellanos, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean. Isabelle Granger, Coordinator for the Americas, International Disaster Response Laws, Rules and Principles (IDRL) Program and David Fisher, International Coordinator IDRL Program
1:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Final comments by delegations
Friday, December 10 2010 
(José Gustavo Guerrero Room, Organization of American States)
REGIONAL COORDINATION SYSTEM
Objective: 

· Basic conditions for requesting and accepting international humanitarian assistance in natural disasters

· Regional coordination

· National, regional, and subregional frameworks and activities 

· Prevention and assistance liaison

· Training proposals for populations, especially the most vulnerable

· Local networking: governmental agencies, social, community, and civil society organizations, and voluntary organizations, among others

· Community/citizen participation in humanitarian assistance

· Tool for coordinating assistance offers and requests

· Supply Management System (SUMA)

10:00 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.
Organization of American States (OAS)
· Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General
10:25 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. 
Comments by Delegations
Friday, December 10, 2010 (continued)

10:40 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. 
PRESENTATIONS BY EXPERTS FROM SUBREGIONS 

10:40 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) 

· Brigadier Earl Arthurs (rtd), Special Coordinador
11:00 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. 
Comments by delegations
11:20 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. 
Center for Coordination of Natural Disaster Prevention in Central America (CEPREDENAC)
· Juan Pablo Ligorría A., Executive Secretariat 
11:40 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Comments by delegations
12:00 p.m. – 12:20 p.m. 
Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Response (CAPRADE)
· Franklin Condori, Pro Tempore Chair of CAPRADE 
12:20 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. 
Comments by delegations
12:40 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

LUNCH BREAK

2:00 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
PRESENTATIONS BY EXPERTS FROM SUBREGIONS (continued)
2:00 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.
Specialized Meeting on Social and Natural Disaster Risk Reduction, Civil Defense, Civil Protection, and Humanitarian Assistance (REHU): 

· Elter Nehemias Santos Barbosa, Pro Tempore Chair of REHU 
2:20 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 
Comments by delegations
2:40 p.m. – 3:10 p.m. 

OTHER REGIONAL MECHANISMS AND INITIATIVES

· UNASUR (10 minutes)
· Regional Meeting of International Humanitarian Assistance Mechanisms (RRNIAH) (10 minutes)

· Summit of Latin America and the Caribbean on Integration and Development (CALC) (10 minutes)
3:10 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
Comments by delegations

Friday, December 10, 2010 (continued)

3:20 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
INTERNATIONAL AND COORDINATING AGENCIES

· Douglas Reimer, Regional Advisor on Disaster Response, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA/ROLAC) (20 minutes)

· Ciro Ugarte, Regional Advisor on emergency preparedness and rehabilitation issues Pan American Health Organization (20 minutes)

4:00 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 
Comments by delegations
4:20 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Summary and conclusions
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