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SUMMARY OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETING 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 28 AND 29, 2011

The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Ms. Ana Marcela Pastorino, Alternate Representative of Argentina, to consider the items included on the agenda. 

1. Adoption of order of business
The order of business, document GTC/DAH/OD-9/11, was adopted without any change. 
2. Approval of the Draft Work Plan 2011-2012 (GTC/DAH-13/11) rev. 1

After the Draft Work Plan 2011-2012 was considered, two specific suggestions were put forward and, as agreed by the delegations, will be included in a new version of the Work Plan.  The suggestions are as follows:

A.
Use of a virtual platform

The delegation of Mexico proposed including in the Work Plan the establishment and use of a virtual platform to encourage experts from capitals to interact in the design of the “Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance.” This proposal was well-received by the delegations and it was noted that incorporating this platform into the Work Plan would, among other benefits:  1) lower the cost of transporting authorities; 2) better organize the work schedule; and 3) produce concrete results within the established deadline.

The meeting underscored how important it was for the delegations to designate focal points to access the platform.  These focal points could comment on and upload and download documents, using a password.  It was also explained that using this tool does not mean that virtual meetings will be established, but rather that it opens the possibility of sharing documents and interacting on proposals, with the help of a moderator.  The delegations present welcomed the proposal to establish a virtual platform and reached consensus on including in the Work Plan an explanatory paragraph on its guidelines.

B.
Schedule of meetings, videoconferences, and teleconferences

It was agreed that videoconferencing and/or teleconferencing facilities would be used for the next scheduled meeting and that the schedule would be kept flexible so it can be adjusted as the dynamics of the negotiations warrant.  It was also agreed that the Work Plan would include a paragraph reflecting the flexibility of the work schedule.

3. Consideration of the Proposed General Framework for the Draft “Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance” (GTC/DAH-14/11)

The proposed framework was discussed by delegations and became the central theme of the meeting held on November 28 and 29. The Chair suggested, as an approach to follow, to first consider the three general objectives and then the specific objectives for each general objective. The Secretariat recorded the changes proposed by the delegations to each of the objectives by projecting them on screens, so that the positions of each delegation could be reflected with the utmost level of detail and accuracy.

On the first day of the meeting, the three general objectives and specific objectives 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 were considered, and consensus was reached. Before the meeting of November 28 was adjourned, some delegations suggested consolidating and/or eliminating a number of specific objectives in order to produce a proposal reflecting more concrete goals. On the morning of November 29 the delegation of Argentina presented a proposal reducing the number of specific objectives, as suggested. The delegations agreed to work with the consolidated proposal presented by Argentina, beginning with Specific Objective 1.4.

The document arising from the deliberations on the general and specific objectives was distributed on December 2 as:  Proposed General Framework for the Draft “Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance” (considered at the meeting held on November 28 and 29, 2011, document (GTC/DAH-14/11 rev. 1). 

The delegation of Peru requested that a conceptual list be drawn up and used as a methodological tool to facilitate standardizing on a common basis the language of terms used. There was also a suggestion to combine existing glossaries from the United Nations, the Sphere Project, the Hyogo Framework for Action, and sub-regional groups, and append them to the General Framework.

4. Other business

The Chair noted that representatives of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) participated, as observers, in the two-day meeting of the Working Group. Their participation followed a request from the IADB by official note addressed to the Chair and distributed to the delegations as document GTC/DAH-INF.36/11.
The Chair explained that General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11) requested the IADB, “in accordance with its Statutes, to draw up, taking into account existing mechanisms and bodies at the multilateral, regional, and subregional levels, and to present to the CSH, before the next regular session of the General Assembly, a plan for improving advice and guidance to the inter-American system for bolstering hemispheric capacity for response to disasters, where appropriate.”
There being no further matter to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 

5.
Delegations 
The following delegations were in attendance at the meeting:

Monday, November 28: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Venezuela

Tuesday, November 29: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Venezuela










