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DEFINITIONS OF THE TERM MIGRATION

(Document presented by the Chair)

A)
Source:  International Migration Law, GLOSSARY ON MIGRATION, IOM, 2006

Migration:

A population movement either across an international border, or within a State, encompassing any kind of movement of people, whatever its length, composition and causes; it includes migration of refugees, displaced persons, uprooted persons, and economic migrants.

See also migration, net migration

Internal migration: 

A movement of people from one area of a country to another for the purpose or with the effect of establishing a new residence. This migration may be temporary or permanent. Internal migrants move but remain within their country of origin. (e.g. rural to urban migration)

See also internally displaced persons, international migration, rural-rural migration, rural urban migrant, urban-rural, urban-urban, de facto refugee.

International migration: 

Movement of persons who leave their country of origin, or the country of habitual residence, to establish themselves either permanently or temporarily in another country.  An international frontier is therefore crossed.  Otherwise, they would be internal migrants.

Migrant:

At the international level, no universally-accepted definition of "migrant" exists. This terms is usually understood to cover all cases where the decision to migrate is taken freely by the individual concerned for reasons of "person convenience" and without intervention of an external compelling factor. This term therefore applies to persons, and family members, moving to another country or region to better their material or social conditions and improve the prospect for themselves or their family.

B)
Source:  International Migration Law, GLOSSARY ON MIGRATION, IOM, 2011

Migrant: 

At the international level, no universally accepted definition for “migrant” exists. The term migrant was usually understood to cover all cases where the decision to migrate was taken freely by the individual concerned for reasons of “personal convenience” and without intervention of an external compelling factor; it therefore applied to persons, and family members, moving to another country or region to better their material or social conditions and improve the prospect for themselves or their family.

The United Nations defines migrant as an individual who has resided in a foreign country for more than one year irrespective of the causes, voluntary or involuntary, and the means, regular or irregular, used to migrate. Under such a definition, those travelling for shorter periods as tourists and businesspersons would not be considered migrants. However, common usage includes certain kinds of shorter-term migrants, such as seasonal farm-workers who travel for short periods to work planting or harvesting farm products.

Migration: 

A process of moving, either across an international border, or within a state. It includes migration of refugees, displaced persons and migrants moving for other purposes.

C) Source: Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration, Revision 1, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, UN, 1999.

32.
An international migrant is therefore any person who changes his or her country of usual residence. The country of usual residence is the country in which a person lives, that is to say, the country in which he or she has a place to live where he or she normally spends the daily period of rest. Temporary travel abroad for purposes of recreation, holidays, visits to friends or relatives, business, medical treatment or religious pilgrimage does not change a person’s country of usual residence.

37.
In addition, because one of the new features of international population mobility is the increase of short-term international movements of people for purposes other than tourism, it is important to gather information on some of the persons who spend less than a year in a country other than that of their usual residence. Short-term migrants are therefore defined as persons who move to a country other than that of their usual residence for a period of at least 3 months but less than a year (12 months) except in cases where the movement to that country is for purposes of recreation, holiday, visits to friends and relatives, business, medical treatment, or religious pilgrimage. For purposes of international migration statistics, the country of usual residence of short-term migrants is considered to be the country of destination during the period they spend in it (see box 1).


Box 1. 





Definition of country of usual residence, of long-term international migrant


and of short-term international migrant





Country of usual residence 	The country in which a person lives, that is to say, the country in which he or she has a place to live where he or she normally spends the daily period of rest. Temporary travel abroad for purposes of recreation, holiday, visits to friends and relatives, business, medical treatment or religious pilgrimage does not change a person's country of usual residence.





Long-term migrant 	A person who moves to a country other than that of his or her usual residence for a period of at least a year (12 months), so that the country of destination effectively becomes his or her new country of usual residence. From the perspective of the country of departure the person will be a long-term emigrant and from that of the country of arrival the person will be a long-term immigrant.





Short-term migrant 	A person who moves to a country other than that of his or her usual residence for a period of at least 3 months but less than a year (12 months) except in cases where the movement to that country is for purposes of recreation, holiday, visits to friends and relatives, business, medical treatment or religious pilgrimage. For purposes of international migration statistics, the country of usual residence of short-term migrants is considered to be the country of destination during the period they spend in it.
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