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Proposed Article 1 for Chapter IV submitted by the Group of Seven, comprising Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay, Venezuela, Bolivia, and Nicaragua, during the meeting of September 8, 2009:

Cultural development as well as respect for and recognition and promotion of cultural diversity, are key elements for social and economic development of peoples and foster inclusion and social cohesion, creativity, and innovation.

Accordingly, the member states undertake to promote inclusive cultural development policies, including programs to support cultural and creative industries, and to preserve and protect cultural heritage.

Proposed article 1 for Chapter IV (submitted by the Group of Seven, comprising Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay, Venezuela, Bolivia, and Nicaragua) arising from the meeting of September 8, 2009:

[PE: Cultural development as well as] respect for and recognition and promotion of cultural diversity, are key elements for social and economic development of peoples and foster inclusion and social cohesion, creativity, and innovation.

Accordingly, the member states undertake to promote inclusive and participatory cultural development policies, including programs to support cultural and creative industries, and to preserve and protect cultural heritage.

Alternative proposal for Article 1 by the delegation of Mexico, submitted during the meeting of September 8, 2009:

Cultural development is a key element for social and economic development of peoples, which fosters creativity and innovation as well as inclusion and social cohesion.

Accordingly, the member states undertake to promote inclusive and participatory cultural development policies that include programs to support cultural and creative industries; to preserve and protect cultural heritage; and to respect and promote cultural diversity.

Proposal by Guatemala to begin the introductory paragraph submitted during the meeting of September 8, 2009:

Culture comprises the whole set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features that characterize a society or social group. It includes not only the arts and letters, but also modes of life, the fundamental rights of the human being, value systems, traditions, and beliefs. (Taken from the definition adopted by UNESCO). 


Topic 1: Cultural diversity (including the protection of cultural minorities and linguistic diversity)

	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 2

Base proposal by the Secretariat (first paragraph)
	Cultural diversity is a hallmark of the nations and the peoples of the Hemisphere. The recognition that people are different but equal is a central premise underlying the democracies of the region.  Accordingly, member states commit to valuing, respecting, and promoting cultural diversity and dialogue.
	Cultural diversity is a hallmark of the nations and the peoples of the Hemisphere. The recognition [VE + AR + BR: of equality within diversity that people are different but equal] is a central premise underlying the democracies of the region.  Accordingly, member states commit to valuing, respecting [AR + BR: promoting and protecting] cultural diversity and dialogue. [AR + BR: on the understanding that the protection of cultural diversity encompasses the defense of (GU: modes of life), value systems, traditions, and beliefs.]
[AR + BR: Accordingly, the defense of material and immaterial cultural heritage is of vital importance and appears to be closely linked to the (VE: preservation,) defense (VE: and enrichment) of cultural diversity.]

[The delegation of Peru proposed that this second paragraph should be moved to Topic 2]



	Article 2 bis

Proposal by the Argentine delegation
	The member states understand that, based on an anthropological notion of culture, the protection of cultural diversity encompasses the defense of value systems, traditions, and beliefs. Our societies are made up of a multitude of native peoples, descendents of immigrants, and a variety of national and religious communities. Different cultures meet on a daily basis, with migration playing a particularly important part in that process. That makes it all the more vital to defend the material and immaterial cultural heritage, an effort that appears to be closely intertwined with the defense of cultural diversity. 
	


Topic 2: Protection and conservation of material and immaterial cultural heritage (including values, traditions, beliefs, modes of artistic production proper to each culture) 

	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 2

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (first paragraph)
	We recognize that respect for cultural diversity contributes to and strengthens democracy.  In this regard, we have the responsibility to foster mutual respect for the hemisphere’s rich tangible and intangible cultural heritage, to serve as good stewards of this heritage by protecting and preserving it and to honor the diverse beliefs and values of all persons and groups. 
	

	Article 4

Base proposal by the Secretariat
	Our peoples have a right to enjoy their cultural heritage; therefore, the member states will redouble their efforts to preserve their tangible and intangible heritage, including efforts to sensitize all citizens on the value of that heritage and of the shared heritage of the Americas. 
	


Topic 3: Environment conducive to cultural expression (freedom of thought and expression)

	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 1

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (second paragraph)
	In that regard, we will promote an environment where arts and culture flourish and contribute both to cultural enrichment and to participation in artistic and cultural activities.  It is both necessary and appropriate for member states to create and sustain a climate encouraging freedom of thought, imagination and inquiry as well as the material conditions facilitating creative expression.
	

	Article 3

Base proposal by the Secretariat
	The member states will promote the freedom that is indispensable for creative activity, seek to make available opportunities for their peoples to develop their innate creativity and strengthen their skills in order to find decent employment and avenues for personal and collective expression, and encourage international contacts and cooperation in these fields. 
	

	Article 5

Proposal by the delegation of the United States
	We recognize that different cultural interests and experiences coexist in our societies, often interacting.  We firmly believe that good governance requires transparent democratic mechanisms that accommodate these cultural interests.
	


Topic 4: Pluralism
	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 2

Base proposal by the Secretariat (third paragraph)
	Member states will promote respect for their peoples’ linguistic and cultural diversity and their access to opportunities to learn, create, and express themselves in the language of their choice, and particularly in their mother tongue.
	

	Article 2

Proposal by the Argentine delegation
	The member states commit to protecting cultural minorities as a moral duty given the risk, in these times of globalization, of a trend toward a uniform culture. To that end, it is necessary that populations acknowledge their own plurality and it is a top priority to foster and design programs aimed at disseminating knowledge of the different manifestations of cultures and to preserve the modes of production proper to each one, as defined and differentiated by each culture’s practices. 
	

	New Article 5

Proposal by the delegation of the United States
	We recognize that different cultural interests and experiences do coexist and even interact within our societies. Finally, we believe that good governance calls for transparent democratic mechanisms that accommodate these cultural interests. 
	


Topic 5: Access to cultural goods
	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 2

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (second paragraph)
	We believe that member states should foster and support access to the arts and humanities and forms of education that enable people of all backgrounds to honor and preserve our heritage as well as support and explore new ideas.  
	

	Article 2

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (third paragraph)
	Member states recognize that efforts to prevent the free flow of investment and knowledge are not a valid way to promote cultural liberty or diversity since such measures reduce choices for our peoples.
	


Topic 6: Individual and collective participation in cultural activities themselves and in policy design, as well as in the preservation of cultural values and traditions / Public-private sector and civil society partnerships 
	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 1

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (third paragraph)
	We have the responsibility to promote partnerships and collaboration among the private sector, civil society and the government in order to develop the creative talents among our peoples, and, in keeping with each country’s characteristics, to provide accessible venues for their artistic and cultural experiences.
	

	Article 1

Proposal by the delegation of the Guatemala (first paragraph)
	Member states recognize that people are the protagonists of cultural development and are responsible for their own history, which implies individual and collective participation in the design of efficient, realistic, and respectful cultural policies in each country. 
	

	Article 2

Base proposal by the Secretariat (second paragraph)
	Encouragement of the participation of persons in cultural life, in a framework of pluralism and respect, promotes social inclusion, a better quality of life for all peoples, the strengthening of their identity and dignity, and the preservation and widespread knowledge of cultural heritage.
	

	Article 2

Proposal by the delegation of the Guatemala (first paragraph)
	Member states recognize diversity as a source of social wealth and will promote strengthening of local power and citizen participation, where cultural actors play an important role in weaving the social fabric of each country.  Likewise, they will promote social well-being through the population’s access to and ownership of quality material and spiritual goods and services. 
	


Topic 7: Promotion and dissemination of cultural expressions
	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 2

Proposal by the delegation of the Guatemala (second paragraph)
	Cultural diversity will be included in the strategic guidelines of programs to ensure that cultures are consolidated as sources of creative elements and resources necessary for development.
	

	Article 3

Proposed by the delegation of Mexico
	At the same time, states will strive to ensure that all cultures, including the indigenous cultures, which are characterized by the diversity of their languages, traditions, and the cultural expressions of their peoples, can be recognized, protected, preserved, expressed, and disseminated in all the media, by guaranteeing freedom of expression, pluralism in the media, multilingualism, respect for copyright, and equal access to artistic expression and scientific and technological knowledge.
	


Topic 8: Linkage between cultural development and cultural heritage on the one hand and economic development and job creation on the other (investments, cultural industries)
	Origin of the proposal

(from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
	Proposals by the Secretariat and the member states 
	Proposal resulting from the negotiations

	Article 1

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (first paragraph)
	We recognize that cultural development contributes to social and economic development.
	

	Article 1

Proposal by the delegation of the United States (fourth paragraph)
	Member states will strive to make cultural heritage an integral component of our economic development strategy in order to create jobs and business opportunities for our peoples.
	

	Article 1

Proposal by the delegation of the Guatemala (second paragraph)
	Member states will foster investment in cultural development and will implement cultural and creative industry production programs, with a view to achieving sustainable human development that, in a context of freedom, will enable greater participation in activities that help people lead decent lives. 
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