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GTC/CASA/doc.111/09 rev.1 and on the Draft Operative Section of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 34)
ARTICLE 1

Cultural development is a key element for social and economic development of peoples, which fosters creativity and innovation as well as inclusion and social cohesion.

Accordingly, the member states undertake to promote inclusive and participatory cultural development policies that include programs to support cultural and creative industries; to preserve and protect cultural heritage; and to respect and promote cultural diversity. (Agreed on October 13 and 23, 2009)
Topic 1 (ARTICLE 2):

Cultural diversity (including the protection of cultural minorities and linguistic diversity)

Cultural diversity is one of the characteristics of the nations and the peoples of the Hemisphere. The recognition of equality of people within diversity is a central premise for the democracies of the region.  Accordingly, member states commit to valuing, respecting promoting and protecting their cultural diversity and dialogue on the understanding that the protection of cultural diversity encompasses the safeguarding of modes of life, value systems, traditions, and beliefs. (Agreed on October 13, 2009)
Accordingly, the defense of material and immaterial cultural heritage is of vital importance and appears to be closely linked to the preservation, defense, and enrichment of cultural diversity. (Agreed on October 13, 2009)
Topic 2 (ARTICLE 3): 

Protection and conservation of material and immaterial cultural heritage (including values, traditions, beliefs, modes of artistic production proper to each culture)
Every person has a right to enjoy cultural heritage and natural heritage.  In that regard, States commit to continue fostering actions and policies aimed at the protection and preservation of tangible cultural heritage and safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, including actions to raise awareness of the value of that heritage and fostering conditions for their production, reproduction and transmission as well as the protection of the diverse forms of traditional artistic and cultural creation. As such, states have the responsibility to promote respect for the beliefs, traditions, and values of peoples, communities, groups and individuals. (Agreed on December 1, 2009)
The member states also pledge to continue protecting the natural heritage, given the importance of conserving these unique and irreplaceable assets for the achievement of sustainable development. (Agreed on October 23, 2009 and on October 30, 2009)
Topic 3 (ARTICLE 4):

Environment conducive to cultural expression (freedom of thought and expression)
The member states will foster participation in artistic and cultural activities where arts and culture flourish and contribute to cultural enrichment. It is both necessary and appropriate for member states to generate and ensure a climate conducive to freedom of thought, expression, and information, as well as conditions that facilitate creative expression and promote research and imagination in an environment of tolerance.  (Agreed on December 1, 2009)
Topic 4 (ARTICLE 5): 

Pluralism
The member states recognize that different cultures coexist and interact in our societies and that it is therefore necessary to promote policies and programs that foster cooperation and solidarity between and among them, as well as the full and effective participation of all people and groups with cultural identities in the framework of democracy and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. (Agreed during the meetings of December 14, 2009 and May 18, 2010)

They will promote, through intercultural policies and programs, respect for their peoples’ linguistic and cultural diversity and their access to opportunities to preserve and transmit their culture, as well as to create and to express themselves in the language of their choice. Likewise they will ensure that people are able to choose their forms of cultural expression. (Agreed on December 7, 2009)
Topic 5:
/
Access to cultural goods

Topic 6 (ARTICLE 6): 

Individual and collective participation in cultural activities themselves and in policy design, as well as in the preservation of cultural values and traditions / Public-private sector and civil society partnerships
Member states recognize that people, individually and collectively, are the protagonists and beneficiaries of cultural development, which implies their participation in the design and implementation of respectful cultural policies. In that regard, they will promote the participation of people in cultural life, in a framework of pluralism and respect for cultural expressions, social inclusion, better quality of life for all peoples, the strengthening of their identity and dignity, and the preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage in partnership with other stakeholders and social sectors. (Agreed on December 7, 2009)
Topic 7 (ARTICLE 7): 

Dissemination of cultural expressions
Member states shall strengthen and promote public policies to disseminate culture in its diverse expressions. The promotion of plurality and diversity of the media favors the achievement of this objective. (Agreed on May 18, 2010)
ARTICLE ON INDIGENOUS CULTURES

Member states recognize and respect the multicultural and multilingual nature of the nations of the Hemisphere and commit to promote respect for and knowledge of the diverse indigenous cultures, as well as to encourage harmonious intercultural relations. The indigenous peoples have the right to practice and preserve conserve their traditions, customs, and traditional knowledge and deserve to have the dignity and diversity of their cultures, traditions, histories, and aspirations respected and promoted. (Agreed on May 25, 2010)
Topic 8 (ARTICLE 8):

 Linkage between cultural development and cultural heritage on the one hand and economic development and job creation on the other (investments, cultural industries)
In the fight against poverty and in our efforts to improve the quality of life of all peoples, the Member States recognize that supporting and investing in culture contributes to economic and social development, the creation of employment, generation of income, and construction of cultural identity, especially among young adults.  (Agreed during the meetings of December 14, 2009 and May 18, 2010.)
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� 	The delegation of Argentina suggests that the drafting be changed to read: “Every person has a right to enjoy cultural heritage and natural heritage.  In that regard, States commit to continue fostering actions and policies aimed at the protection and preservation of tangible cultural heritage and safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, including actions to raise awareness of the value of that heritage, fostering conditions for their production, reproduction and transmission as well as protecting the diverse forms of traditional artistic and cultural creation. As such, states have the responsibility to promote respect for the beliefs, traditions, and values of peoples, communities, groups and individuals.


� 	The delegation of Argentina suggests that the drafting be changed to read: “The member states recognize that different cultures coexist and interact in our societies and that it is therefore necessary to promote policies and programs that foster that interaction, as well as the full, effective and plural participation of all people and groups with diverse cultural identities in the framework of democracy and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.


� 	During the meeting of December 7, 2009, it was agreed to eliminate this topic. The delegation of the United States requested that some of the concepts in the first paragraph be used in future texts or in the Plan of Action. 


� 	The location of this article is still pending agreement.
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