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Proposal by the delegation of Costa Rica for Chapter IV

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, DIVERSITY, AND PLURALISM

1. Principle of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms

Cultural diversity can be protected and promoted only if human rights and fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of expression, information, and communication, as well as the ability of individuals to choose cultural expressions, are guaranteed.  No one may invoke the provisions of this Convention in order to infringe human rights and fundamental freedoms as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or guaranteed by international law, or to limit the scope thereof.
(Taken from Article 2, Guiding principles, of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, of October 2005.)

2. The member states shall endeavor to create in their territory an environment which encourages individuals and social groups:
a. To create, produce, disseminate, distribute, and have access to their own cultural expressions, paying due attention to the special circumstances and needs of women as well as various social groups, including persons belonging to minorities and indigenous peoples;

b. To have access to diverse cultural expressions from within their territory as well as from other countries of the world.

(Taken from Article 7, Measures to promote cultural expressions, of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, of October 2005.)
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