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DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
DRAFT PREAMBLE

(Presented by the Chair of the Working Group)

CONSIDERING

That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of its essential purposes to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the hemisphere; (Art. 2 OAS Charter)
That democracy is essential to the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas; (GA Resolution)
That the promotion and observance of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights are inherent to integral development and to economic growth with equity; (GA Resolution)
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT

That the elimination of extreme poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of democratic order, which is the common and shared responsibility of the American states; (GA Resolution)
That economic cooperation is essential to the common welfare and prosperity of the peoples of the continent; (Art. 3K OAS Charter)
MINDFUL

That the member states, inspired by the principles of inter­American solidarity and cooperation, pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice in their relations and integral development for their peoples, as conditions essential to peace and security; (Art. 30 OAS Charter)
That the member states agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development; (Art. 34 OAS Charter)

PROCLAIMING the fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex; (Art. 3 L OAS Charter)
RECALLING the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas, the Declaration of Margarita on poverty, equity, and social inclusion, the Consensus of Monterrey, and other pertinent documents of the Organization of American States; (GA Resolution)
REAFFIRMING 


The importance of promoting, by cooperative action, the economic, social, and cultural development of the peoples of the Americas; and (Art. 2F OAS Charter)

The moral and political commitment to combating poverty, inequity and social exclusion in the region, (GA Resolution)
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