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_________________________________________________________________________________
Elements that could be considered in drafting the Plan of Action

which were Identified over the course of the negotiation of the operative Section of the draft social charter

(Taken from document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 37)
· From Chapter II, Article 2:

[United States: States will renew efforts to promote, in collaboration with complementary institutions, a regulatory framework that facilitates the establishment of new enterprises, the promotion of an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the informal economy, in order to significantly reduce unregistered work without social protection.] (Source: IACML)

[Small businesses and micro-enterprises [Canada: provide generate] income, help create jobs, and provide access to markets [Canada: and economic opportunities] for women and [Brazil: marginalized groups that have been hampered by lack of opportunities] who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities [and marginalized groups who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities].  [Uruguay: The states shall guarantee that] SME and micro-finance [Canada: and capacity building] and other programs help develop such enterprises and enable people to realize their potential and improve the quality of their lives.]]

Likewise, they shall facilitate access by micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises and by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes [Peru: by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes], with a view to reducing poverty, generating new sources of employment, and achieving a more equitable distribution of wealth and income.
Streamlined requirements and reduced costs to open businesses, modern and strong labor regulations, investment in human capital, and fair and level competition are key contributors to enhance essential to enhancing productivity and growth.

Alternate proposal by the Delegation of Canada: 3.  Economic development with equity is essential for the generation of employment, contributes to the reduction of unemployment, and underemployment and to the incorporation of the informal sector and unregistered work into the formal sector [Ecuador: and the fulfillment of the fundamental needs of the citizens.] 

4. The micro, small and medium enterprises, [United States: competitive, market based] cooperatives and other productive [United States: productive production] units offer income and employment and allow women, youth, [DR: persons with disabilities] and other traditionally excluded groups [United States: traditionally excluded groups marginalized groups] [Canada: youth and other traditionally excluded groups women and groups that have been hampered by lack of opportunities] to be integrated into the economy. 
5. The states commit to promote [United States: the states commit to promote Promotion of] micro-credit policies and programs and capacity building in order to strengthen such initiatives that contribute to inclusion and social cohesiveness [United States: in order to strengthen such initiatives that contribute to inclusion and social cohesiveness that help develop enterprises contribute to poverty alleviation and the improvement of standards of living]. 
6.
[The states shall promote the development of micro, small, and medium enterprises, [United States: [competitive] cooperatives and other productive units], offering economic opportunity to women, youth and other traditionally disadvantaged groups.] (Canada suggests deletion of first sentence)] [United States: The promotion of a regulatory framework encourages [Canada: and facilitates] the establishment of new enterprises, an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the formal economy, to significantly reduce unregistered work without social protection.] (Source: IACML. Various delegations consider placing in Plan of Action) 
Alternate proposal by Delegation of the United States:  6. The micro, small and medium enterprises, competitive, market based cooperatives and other production units offer income, employment, and allow women, youth, and other marginalized groups to be integrated into the economy and improve standards of living. The promotion of a regulatory framework encourages [Canada: and facilitates] the establishment of new enterprises, an entrepreneurial spirit, the creation of formal enterprises and the incorporation of informal enterprises into the formal economy, to significantly reduce unregistered work without social protection.

7.
[Small businesses and micro-enterprises provide [Canada: provide generate] income, help create jobs, and provide access to markets [Canada: and economic opportunities] for women and marginalized [Brazil: marginalized groups that have been hampered by lack of opportunities] who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities [and marginalized groups who have been traditionally hampered by lack of opportunities]. [Uruguay: The states shall guarantee that] SME and micro-finance [Canada: and capacity building] and other programs help develop such enterprises and enable people to realize their potential and improve the quality of their lives.]] 
8.
Likewise, they shall facilitate access by micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises and by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes [ by vulnerable social groups to credit for productive purposes], with a view to reducing poverty, generating new sources of employment, and achieving a more equitable distribution of wealth and income. 
· From Chapter II, Article 3: 

Clearly defined property rights enable people to borrow against their property, to access capital, and to enter into business ventures that foster broad based economic growth. (First sentence of the proposal presented by the delegation of the United States on 04/18/07. On 12/14/07, it was agreed to move the second sentence of the original proposal as an alternative proposal for Article 5 of Chapter II) 

· From Chapter II, Article 5 (to the plan of action 01/25/08): 

Proposal by the delegation of the United States: Fiscal and monetary systems should account for revenues and expenditures, promote transparent public financial management, and ensure that public resources and policies are supportive of private sector development and devoted to priority economic needs.

· From Chapter III, Article 5 bis (Article 5 bis was proposed at the meeting of 8/26/08).  At the meeting of September 9, 2008, it was decided to move it to the Plan of Action.


Proposal by the delegation of Canada: (1) 

Acknowledging that children [VE: adolescents] and youth require special [JA: care attention] [VE: and assistance], member states’ commitments to children [VE: adolescents] and youth should ensure [VE: their the] best interests of the [ME: child children, adolescents and youth], and respect their rights, without discrimination or exception. 

Proposal presented by the Delegation of the United States on 08/26/08: 

Member states should ensure that children and youth enjoy equal protection of the laws especially against gross mistreatment, exploitation, negligence, and violence.


Proposal by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and Venezuela:


Acknowledging that children and adolescents require priority attention, the member states commit to ensuring their best interest and guaranteeing the full and effective enjoyment of their rights without discrimination.

· From Chapter III, Articles 10 and 11 (moved to the plan of action on 10/06/08): 

Article 10

Education plays a fundamental part in promoting a democratic culture. That being so, training programs need to be developed and consolidated for children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including liberty and social justice. 

Article 11

Management of the educational system must be transparent and participatory. To that end, mechanisms will be devised to facilitate the participation of all stakeholders in the educational process, including families and the community.

Proposal presented by the delegation of Guatemala during the meeting held on October 23, 2008, to consider the Plan of Action


In order to ensure the effective exercise of the right to food, States are committed to promoting the inclusion of nutrition in public policies, social and economic planning, and legislations; to reducing nutritional deficiencies through prevention and treatment strategies targeted towards vulnerable groups throughout the life course and in the event of disasters; and to promoting the adoption of healthy dietary habits, active lifestyles, the control of obesity- and nutrition-related chronic diseases.
/

· From Chapter III, Article 13:
/
The States will strengthen the monitoring, surveillance, communications, and early warning systems, according to their national legislation, and will encourage the sharing of information and research on disasters.

· From Chapter V, Article 4

Proposal by the delegation of El Salvador

Implementation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action will be based on the principles and essential purposes of the OAS Charter, recognizing the social, political, and economic diversity among our countries.  The OAS General Assembly shall have responsibility for monitoring, following up on, and evaluating programs and activities geared towards its effective implementation.

The OAS, through the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and using existing tools and mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation, will support the member states’ efforts to effectively implement and widely promote the purposes and principles of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.
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�	This paragraph is based on the “Regional Strategy and Plan of Action on Nutrition in Health and Development,” 2006 – 2015, PAHO Resolution CD 47.R8, and technical document CD 47/18 of September 28, 2006.


�	With respect to this text, and according to the statement made by the delegation of Guyana during the meeting of March 3, 2009, concrete actions will be defined for the Plan of Action. 





